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1.  Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants

The Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants (APMM is a Hong Kong-based organization working on migrant issues throughout the region.  In an article titled  "Worse than Commodities", Aurelio Estraeda, head of the APMM Education and Research Program talks to Pranjal Tiwari about some of the history of migrant workers from the Philippines and how migrants have been affected by war in the Persian Gulf.  Read the article at: http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=13&ItemID=2638
2.  Press Statement from Aceh

KontraS Aceh

Komisi Orang Hilang dan Tindak Kekerasan Aceh 

Aceh Commission for Disappearances and Victims of Violence 

E-Mail: kontrasaceh@yahoo.co.uk 

PRESS STATEMENT 

4,908 peoples were victims of violence in Aceh

During January to November 2002

The situation in Aceh until end of November 2002 did not yet show any specific changes, mostly innocent civilians have been victims of violence, and some other from troops of Indonesian Armed Force/Indonesian Police and Free Aceh movement guerillas. The poor process of maintaining human rights has caused impunity to human rights violations. In fact, no one who has been involved in human rights violation has been brought to the court of justice. Instead, various statements who issued by Military officer and elite Indonesian government have made more sustainable to violence acts and really contradictive with principle of Human rights and principle of peace. 

A number of encircling who were done by Indonesian Armed Force to Free Aceh Movement barracks, or A numbers crushed/attack who were done by Free Aceh Movement to Indonesian Armed Force/Indonesian Police have increased the fear and list of violence to innocent civilians, also decrease the peoples economic growth. Acts or threaten Indonesian Armed Force officer to take more offensive steps to Free Aceh Movement with reason to faster signed to peace agreement’s process are not a rationalization to be aware with intellect's thinking, because it will be make the cessation of hostilities or trust building concepts who have being tried by a numbers of parties be worse to formed. 

Meanwhile, any efforts that has been done by any civil society groups to speak about peace and to find peace and democratic solution to end a long conflict, but closed of public space in Aceh because of increasingly militaries hegemonic, thus efforts are getting hard obstacle, such as, arrested to chairperson’s of Forum Rakyat (Peoples Forum) on a peace demonstration in Banda Aceh recently and kidnapping of Musliadi, as chairperson’s of Kagempar and also irrational statement from Mayor General Djali Jusuf as  commander of Iskandar Muda’s region military command against a number of Acehnese civil society leaders in Aceh a few days ago was part of terror effort’s form to push down the voice and civil societies power in Aceh. 

Aceh Commission for Disappearances and victims of violence (KontraS Aceh) reported a number of violence acts that were going on in Aceh during January to November 2002. 1,307 killed, 1,860 were tortured, 1,186 were arrested or arbitrary detention, 377 cases of disappearances ( some of them already known where he/she detained, there is found be corpses) and 46 women were sexually harassed. Those numbers of violence were part of practical impunity and violence acts that happened any years before. In 1999, 421 killed with summary/extrajudicial killing, 802 tortured, 293 arrested/arbitrary detention, and 101 disappeared. In 2000, 524 summary killing cases, 419 were arrested/arbitrary detention, and 140 disappearances. In 2001, Aceh commission for disappearances also reported: 1,014 summary killing cases, 768 tortured, 578 were arrested/arbitrary detention, and 377 disappearances. 

Based on the data and number that is described above proves that the number of victims of violence and acts of violence have increased each year. We ensure that, the numbers that reported above are lower than the reality acts in field, caused by our limitation to found the remote areas, also caused by the fear of victims or families and witness to report about violence, Thus far there is no exact mechanism provided by the state to protect the victims and witnesses of various crimes against humanity and human rights violations. 

Based on the numbers, data or reality, Aceh commission for disappearances and victims of violence (KontraS Aceh) is willing to submit several alternative solutions to decrease the high number of violence acts that are going on in Aceh.

1. Both sides (Indonesian Armed Force/Indonesian Police and Free Aceh Movement) have to build up trust building and have a goodwill to end a longer conflict in Aceh. 

2. While getting peace process, both sides have to keep out any statements or threaten each other, because it would become a serious obstacle in building trust and towards the peace process.

3. One of parties, could not be allowed to pressure another party with reason that’s to force to peace agreement be signed. Because that is not a good starting on the cessation of hostilities and trust building, and that will create a worse conflict in the future. In another word, conflict will not be a comprehensive ending, but only muffled a while. 

4. Both sides have to talked clearly on cease-fire mechanism without under pressure, because cease-fire is the first step to end conflict in Aceh in accordance with democratic and dignity solution.

5. Both sides have to bring the international observer who have capability to reach all of the areas that ensured as stages of violence, and they should have authority “to consider” violence of agreements who has been done by either party.

6.  We invoke to the state to provide guarantee for victims and witness of violence acts, and have to announce a clearly mechanism 

Banda Aceh, 3rd December 2002

Aceh Commission for disappearances and victims of violence (Kontras Aceh)

Teuku Samsul Bahri

Coordinator of research and public information division 

3.  Asia Peace Alliance (APA) Japan

December 15, 2002

No! To war on Iraq by the United States -- Toward solidarity action among people in Asia.

"The United States government is steadily preparing for the war on Iraq. At the United Nations Security Council, the member states are arguing over the inspection on the weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. We know that people in the United States and even Europe are expressing their protest against the attack on Iraq by the United States. Unfortunately however, in spite of the clear articulation by the Prime Minister, Koizumi Junichiro, on the military support to the United States, in Japan, the protest movement is yet to be developed.

This summer, we attended a meeting in Manila, Philippines, where participants discussed creating the Asia Peace Alliance, a solidarity network of people in Asia. The cycle of violence produced by the military action of the United States against "terrorism" is even expanding globally as shown in the "terrorist' bombing" in Bali, Indonesia, in which over 180 people were killed.

In order to discontinue the cycle of violence, the war policy of the enormous military power of the United States must be stopped now. The United States government is acting unilaterally, neglecting international laws.

We, in Japan, are determined to create a wider network against war in solidarity with diverse actions in other parts of Asia. We will convene a panel discussion on December 15, 2002 to introduce the Manila meeting held in August, calling for more protest actions against the attack on Iraq by the United States.

Background of APA-Japan


On October 7, 2002, we organized our solidarity action in Japan as a part of the Asian people action adopted at the initial meeting in Manila in August. In December, we are planning a panel discussion followed by a working meeting for the official establishment of APA-Japan.

On the first anniversary of the bombing of Afghanistan by the United States, we organized a series of actions as Asian people action against the war of the United States. In the morning, we held a press conference. In the afternoon, we visited the U.S. Embassy to give protest statements, and organized protest action there. In the evening, a rally was held in central Tokyo followed by a demonstration on popular busy streets of Shibuya where we presented our protest messages. The messages called for the U.S. military to stop bombing in Afghanistan and to withdraw from Asia, and expressed "No!" to war on Iraq and to the Emergency Bill in Japan.

At the press conference in the morning, we reported on the Manila meeting and introduced our solidarity actions planned on the day. We also addressed the issues of bombing in Afghanistan by the United States and the possibility of war on Iraq, the problem of the Emergency Bill in Japan that would enable for Japan to cooperate the U.S. military operation, and the problem of the U.S. military presence in Asia.

The protest statements delivered to the U.S. Embassy included the joint statement by the groups from the Philippines, Korea, and Japan as suggested at the Manila meeting and statements from Korea and APA-Japan prep committee. Such groups as Women in Black participated in the protest action at the Embassy.

The demonstration in the evening focused on appealing to the public about the damages that U.S. military bases impose on people in local communities, and the radiation problems. We prepared ten poster-size photos that vividly show the site where two Korean girls were killed by the U.S. military vehicle, and the reality of the physical damage caused by the depleted uranium that had been used during the Persian Gulf War.

4.  Understanding Muhammad

A documentary by Alexander Kronemer explores the life of the Prophet Muhammad. "Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet" attempts to present as clear and honest a portrayal of Muhammad as possible. Yet the very way it was made is itself a clear statement. As a collaborative venture, the documentary drew on the talents and hard work of many dozens of people, including Christians of various denominations, Muslims, and Jews, who worked together for more than two years.  At a time when so many voices are creating division and conflict, people not just from several different faiths, but from these three faiths in particular - Christianity, Islam, and Judaism - have come together and proven that pluralism is alive, understanding is still possible, and tolerance is not beyond our furthest hopes.

Read more at:  http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/1209/p09s02-coop.html
5.  Antiwar Artist Dies

Vietnamese artist, Bui Chi, died on December 14, 2002 from illness in his home in Hue, Central Viet Nam. 

Bui Chi was a well-known Vietnamese artist. Born into a traditional royal family he was a painter and etcher with a strong modern style.

During the American war in Vietnam, Bui Chi was a law student at the University of Hue. He was often arrested because of his opposition to the Thieu government and the American military presence in his country.  His art was often the cause for his arrest or harassment by the Thieu government.

In 1972 he was arrested while helping refugees in a refugee center near Hue. He was accused of "disturbing the peace". After a long time of imprisonment, he was forced to join the military service. He refused, and in 1974 his case was changed from "disturbing the peace" to "non-support and disobeying orders from the government". The charge brought him 5 years in the notorious Chi Hoa prison where he suffered serious torture.

His artwork, done in prison and smuggled to friends on the outside, expressed not only the severe suffering of life in prison, but also the hope that the struggle would finally end in genuine peace.

Examples of his prison artwork can be found at http://www.geocities.com/maxediger/.  His contribution to the struggle for justice throughout the years should serve as encouragement for all of us.

6.  Personal Voices: Crossing the Green Line

December 16, 2002

An American Jew visits Israel and Palestine where she finds the horrible truths of war as well as courageous acts of hope on both sides of the Green Line.

Read the article at:  http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=14770
7.  Launching of Nagalim Website

Launching of the Naga International Support Center (NISC) Website

Date: 14 Dec 2002 

The Naga International Support Center, Nisc, proudly presents the official launching of the Nisc website:  www.nagalim.nl
The Naga Peoples living on the borders of India and Burma deserve your attention.  The Naga Peoples who have endured an unknown struggle for self-determination appeal to you. They appeal knowing your capability in making the longstanding Indo-Naga conflict known to both government leaders and the public at large.

Visit their new website at: www.nagalim.nl
8. Campaign for Peace and Democracy 

An antiwar petition is circulating that deserves attention.  It does not simply call for the US to stop planning war against Iraq, but also provides suggestions for how the US (and other governments) can take positive actions to change global relationships so that the roots of violence can be transformed.  To add your name to this petition, go to:

http://www.zmag.org/antiwarsigners.htm
9. Quote
Sign at a New York subway station:

REGIME CHANGE BEGINS AT HOME
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