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1. Introduction
The Battle May Be Won - But What About The War?

There was little doubt that the US military would crush the Iraqi forces. As one military leader said in an interview, "It's like crushing a nut with a sledgehammer." With the largest war machine in the history of the world and funds greater than most of the world combined has for basic necessities, the attack on Iraq is indeed a sledgehammer smashing a small fragile nut - not just Saddam and his forces, but the people of Iraq as well. While Viet Nam was a clear exception, a superior force with the commitment to use every means at their disposal can be expected to win the battles.

The US may have won the battle to take Iraq, but can they win the war? That depends how one defines "the war". If the war was simply to rid Iraq of Saddam, then perhaps it can be said that there is victory, for Saddam seems to be gone and his brutal regime broken. However, if the purpose of the war was to bring a sense of peace, security and stability to the world, then it is truly lost. If the purpose of the war was to build global confidence in America and to rekindle respect and admiration for American values and democratic structures, it has greatly failed.

No weapons of mass destruction have as yet been found. The loss of life and property in Iraq is beyond measure. The suffering the people of Iraq have yet to face because the systems to provide food, water, sanitation and health care have been destroyed, can not be calculated even minimally. Whether or not a stable and democratic government, under the control of American "advisers" can be established remains very doubtful. Here there is no victory.

So, what has been gained? The battle for control of Iraq does most certainly appear to have been won, but the war against violence and terrorism has been lost. With deep concern we watch the news and ask, "Is Syria next? Is Iran next? Is my country next?" Not strangely, after spending more than one billion US dollars each day to fight the war, killing an untold number of Iraqi women, children and men, and allowing the destruction of much of Iraq's history (but protecting the oil system) the US has not made us feel any safer. The truth is that war, no matter how technically advanced and "smart" can not bring peace to our threatened world.

A global protest against the war on Iraq has developed that is probably the largest global movement on a single issue in history. While it did not prevent the US invasion of Iraq, it did alert world leaders to the fact that people are tired of war. People are tired of arrogant power and deaf ears. People are willing to say, "Enough! No more war ever! No more wasted lives and resources!"

We must ensure that this movement is not simply an anti-war movement, but more importantly it is a movement for the transformation of global economic, political and social relations so that all people, especially the most marginalized, can truly experience justice and compassion. This is what we mean by "justpeace". 

Let us all commit ourselves to continue the movement for justpeace so that one day the vast military machines that now threaten our world will be taken apart and become only a sad chapter in our history books. This task lies with us, the people.

2. Mindanao, Philippines

The following report was received from Amirah Ali Lidason in the Philippines. It reminds us that violence on the Philippine island of Mindanao continues and requires are creative and sensitive response.

Yesterday, we were all shocked to hear that another bomb exploded in Davao City, and three more bombing incidents happened in three mosques in Davao City. It's chaos there. The people in Davao have not yet recovered from their shock from last month's bombing of the airport in Davao City, then another bomb exploded.

Immediately, President Macapagal-Arroyo ordered yet another military crackdown, giving power to the military and the police to arrest any suspicious looking characters, set-up checkpoints and conduct searches in communities. Already there are reports that abduction of Muslim men in Muslim communities in Maa district of Davao City. Things are getting worse - the president got the nod of local officials in Davao and congress when she declared Davao City as "state of lawless violence". Pretty soon, there will be a massive arrest on innocent people, Muslims being linked, tortured to admit that they are the ones responsible for the bombings.

Mindanao is really under state of lawlessness. For how can one explain how the military can get away with their offensives in Pikit, North Cotabato despite of the on-going peace negotiation? How can the military justify the massive forcible evacuation of residents of Pikit, North Cotabato and Pagalungan, Maguindanao? Last month, we held a national fact-finding mission in Pikit and we found several cases of human rights violations (HRV): forcible evacuation, destruction of properties, killing and abduction. There was also desecration of holy sites such as mosques and madrasah, desecration of religion and culture because the bombing happened at the time of the congregational prayer and feast of the Muslims - Eid'l Adha.

Until now, the evacuees are still cramped in makeshift evacuation centers - tents situated on the side of the main highway linking North Cotabato to Maguindanao. Their communities were declared by President Arroyo as "peace zones", in reality they are no-man's zones because the residents are not allowed to go back to their communities. Anyone who tries, even just harvesting their products, are shot by the military. Only the detachments are allowed inside these communities. They say, to keep the armed troops -specifically members of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front.

War on Terrorism - this has been the catchword that the Philippine government is using to justify militarist policies they are employing in Mindanao right now. The AFP bombed Pikit on February 11 because they are running after terrorists in the Muslim areas. Scores of Muslims in Davao were rounded up in March because they were the "suicide bombers" of the Davao City airport, they even have the gal to blame the bombing to a Muslim man who died in that airport shed along with his relatives who were there at the airport. In the name of fighting terrorism, the Philippine government is forcing the people to accept President Arroyo's "Strong Republic" and the Anti-Terrorist Laws that come with the Strong Republic.

In the midst of millions of Filipino's protesting against the US led War on Iraq and the Philippine government's avid support to President Bush, the Philippine government sharpens its teeth and claws to terrorize the people - a series of bombings coupled with rumors of Iraqi diplomats supporting local terrorists. It's pretty difficult for some people to make a stand, because of threats that they'd be supporting terrorists. Still, interfaith and multisectoral rallies persist in the Philippines. 

Another good sign is the way the Tausug people of Sulu, civilians and local officials, reacted to the plan of the Philippine government to make Sulu the venue of the next Balikatan - the US-RP joint military exercise. Last February, they marched to the plaza of Jolo, capital of Sulu, bearing cards of "No to US troops in Mindanao". They made so much noise because they want the people to remember the massacres of Bud Dajo and Bud Bagsak, two famous mountains of Sulu that in 1900's the American troops killed thousands of men, women and children just so they could advance their governance in the Sultanate of Sulu. The effect: the Philippine government delayed the joint military exercise and is even thinking of changing the venue from Sulu to other parts of Mindanao. This gives inspiration to people in other provinces in Mindanao that they could also be successful in halting the arrival of US troops and the conduct of joint military exercises in their area.

3. Antiwar Activities

Activities against war have continued in Hong Kong. A list of these activities, statements and plans can be found at http://notwar.org/nowar/index.asp.

From April 5 to 10, a consultation on interreligious cooperation in Asia was held in Parapat, Indonesia. The purpose of the meeting was to bring together people from the Muslin, Hindu, Christian and Buddhist faiths to discuss how we can work together cooperatively for peace and justice. The consultation was jointly sponsored by the Christian Conference of Asia, Asia-Pacific Alliance of YMCAs and Church Development Service (EED) of Germany. The final statement of the consultation can be found at http://admiralty.pacific.net.hk/~jid/programs/30409wkshp-s.htm. A more complete report including the papers of the consultation will soon be available.

An organization called Peaceful Tomorrows has been nominated by the International Peace Bureau to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. This organization was formed by family members of some of thos killed in the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Towers and the Pentagon. More information about the group and their activities can be found at http://www.peacefultomorrows.org/ and they can be contacted at news@peacefultomorrows.org. 

Christian churches worldwide have made statements again the war on Iraq. Many of these statements can be found at http://www2.wcc-coe.org/iraqstatements.nsf. 

Also check out the bulletin Behind the News: Visions of Peace - Voices of Faith, at http://wcc-coe.org/wcc/behindthenews/
4. War and Peace

The Roots of War by Barbara Ehrenreich. "Wars produce war-like societies, which, in turn, make the world more dangerous for other societies, which are thus recruited into being war-prone themselves. Just as there is no gene for war, neither is there a single type or feature of society--patriarchy or hierarchy--that generates it. War begets war and shapes human societies as it does so." Read the article at http://www.commondreams.org/views03/0414-11.htm
The U.S. Betrays Its Core Values, by Gunter Grass "A war long sought and planned for is now underway. All deliberations and warnings of the United Nations notwithstanding, an overpowering military apparatus has attacked preemptively in violation of international law. No objections were heeded. The Security Council was disdained and scorned as irrelevant. As the bombs fall and the battle for Baghdad continues, the law of might prevails." Read the article at http://www.commondreams.org/views03/0407-05.htm
The UN Security Council is a place where power politics is the game of the day. While the US was angered by the threat of Russia, China or Germany vetoing war on Iraq should the issue come up, the US has regularly used their veto right on a large number of other issues. A list of these US vetos can be found at http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=15&ItemID=3238
5. Reflections

Heaven is Crying - A Lament for War
by Rod Suderman, Beijing, China, April, 2003

I was having lunch in Hefei, the provincial capital of Anhui province, when I heard the news of the USA war on Iraq. Though the day was bright, sunny, and warm, I was suddenly overwhelmed by sadness and despair with the thought that children and youth, mums and dads, and grandpas and grandmas might be dying at that very moment. I had prayed there would be no war, had prayed governments would find alternative ways to settle their conflicts. I did not want war to happen and hoped against hope that another one would be avoided.

The fact that my flight back to Beijing was delayed for several hours did not help brighten my gloomy state. I was also getting the flu and my body was beginning to ache. I did not want to read or do any work while I sat in the hard uncomfortable blue plastic chairs in the airport waiting hall, so the only thing left to do was listen to the ongoing news reports of how many people had thus far died in the opening bombing campaign and listen to analysts drone on and on about the merits of this or that strategy.

The weather back in Beijing was more suitable to my mood. The sun had set and rain was falling. I could see my breath as I walked out of the airport. A friend of mine, Xiao Wang ("young" Wang because he is younger than I am) picked me up from the airport to take my tired body back home. He knew what my feelings were about the possibility of a war as I had told him a week prior. 

As we drove down the expressway, the rain slapping against the car and the black wetness of the road glistening from the street lamps and headlights, "young" Wang suddenly told me that the US had begun its war on Iraq. "I know," I said, "I heard about it in Hefei." 

I told him again how I had so hoped another way could be found to avoid war, but now I felt very sad. He sensed my melancholic state and said three words that totally encapsulated the way I felt. Three mere words which I want to share with you now. 

"Heaven is crying," he said. 

The word "heaven" in China has a rich and profound history. In traditional Chinese political and religious thought, heaven was a force that controlled the ebb and flow of human life. Heaven, for instance, chose the Chinese emperor and gave him the "mandate of heaven", or the right to rule. When the emperor ruled morally and righteously, heaven granted stability and peace to the empire. If the emperor became corrupt and immoral the moral bond between the ruler and the ruled would be broken. Then all the cosmic forces of heaven would align itself against the emperor, resulting in the collapse of the dynasty. Ominous signs of a dynasty's last breath were natural disasters such as floods, famines, earthquakes or human generated disasters like revolutions and war. For example, when Chairman Mao died in 1976, there was a deadly earthquake east of Beijing at Tangshan. A friend once told me that after the earthquake, there was a cold downpour in Beijing. That it was raining in Beijing the day the war started was an omen to "young" Wang that heaven was deeply hurt by the war in Iraq.

Long ago, a vengeful and angry Cain murdered his brother Abel in a place that could well have been modern day Iraq. After the deadly deed was done God approached Cain and asked him where was his brother Abel. Cain's response was "Am I my brother's keeper?" And God cried. Through gut wrenching sobs God said, "What have you done? Listen; your brother's blood is crying out to me from the ground!"

Earth cried so long ago. Heaven is crying today, crying for young Australian, British, U.S. soldiers who leave their families behind; crying for the young children who died throughout the 12 years of economic sanctions because they did not have access to proper medical care; crying for those who have lost their lives because of the ongoing and fighting in Iraq; crying for the orphans; crying for the Iraqi soldiers who have perished; and crying for all the seeds of bitterness, anger, and revenge that is being sowed. 

Heaven is crying. Yes, God weeps over the hole in the ground in New York, in the blown out homes of Kabul, in the mountains of Kashmir, in the resort of Bali Indonesia, and over those who are presently dying because of the ongoing bombing and fighting in Iraq. God weeps over all those who are violated by terror, no matter what country they are from. God does not have a preference for one country over another, does not hold to the myth of manifest destiny, nor is bound by the chains of civil religion. God looks upon all of us, no matter who we are or where we are from, with the same compassionate care and love. An Iraqi is just as much a child of God as I am. We are all children of God.

I wonder if blood and rain make the same sound when they hit the ground. Could blood now be crying out from the ground? As I drove home from the Beijing airport the night the war in Iraq began, I envisioned God's uncontrollable sobs wetting my hair and face, pouring off of Xiao Wang's car, and covering the ground in a lake of sorrow. Heaven indeed was crying; heaven is still crying.

6. War on Iraq

The website http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB82/ provides some very good background information about US/Iraq relations. It is interesting to note that at one time Rumsfield and Saddam were on good terms. 

"At least 11 civilians, nine of them children, were killed in Hilla in central Iraq yesterday, according to reporters in the town who said they appeared to be the victims of bombing." Read the article by Robert Fisk at http://www.sniffylinings.com/sniffy/fisk_20403.html.

Go to http://www.zmag.org/CrisesCurEvts/Iraq/IraqCrisis.htm for a large number of articles concerning Iraq and the US was. The articles cover background to US/Iraq relations, weapons used by the US on Iraq etc.

The Press and the Myths of War by Chris Hedges. "In wartime the press is always part of the problem. This has been true since the Crimean War, when William Howard Russell wrote his account of the charge of the Light Brigade and invented the profession of the modern war correspondent. When the nation goes to war, the press goes to war with it. The blather on CNN or Fox or MSNBC is part of a long and sad tradition." Read the article at http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20030421&s=hedges
The Euro and the War on Iraq by Amir Butler. "As Mark Twain once noted, prophecy is always difficult, particularly with regards to the future. However, it is a safe bet that as soon as Saddam is toppled one of the first tasks of the America-backed regime will be to restore the US dollar as the nation's oil currency." Read the article at http://www.atrueword.com/index.php/article/articleview/49/1/1
Liberation Through Occupation by Amir Butler is an interesting analysis of the US in Iraq by a writer from the Middle East. The article can be found at http://www.atrueword.com/index.php/article/articleview/51/1/1/
7. East Timor

Commission for Reception, Truth and Reconciliation in East Timor is an independent statutory authority that will inquire into human rights violations committed on all sides, between April 1974 and October 1999, and facilitate community reconciliation with justice for those who committed less serious offenses. The Commission will not give amnesty. Their website can be found at http://www.easttimor-reconciliation.org/ and has the objective to provide information about the Commission and its work to interested observers and stakeholders, including the East Timorese community in and outside East Timor, governments, donors, media, academics, and the human rights community internationally.

8. Poem

Genuine Peace Comes When Justice Is Served.
by Ms. Ren Onzukum, Nagaland

For as long as women remain landless, 
For as long as the voices of youth are ignored,
For as long as the dependent mindset is not eradicated, 
For as long as cultural and social life 
  holds on to oppressive structures.
For as long as politics and economics
  are dominated by foreign nations,
For as long as we channel more money to the military 
  than to basic education,
For as long as the causes of social unrest remain untouched,
The slogan "For Peace And Prosperity Of Our Nation" will not become reality. 

9. Art

This poster is available at http://www.art-for-a-change.com/content/Content.html
and can either be ordered or printed out. It was created by Mark Vallen who says, " At left is my latest Drawing, "Not Our Children, Not Their Children." The just completed pencil drawing is in memory of those innocent civilians who have died in the war against Iraq. While I created this artwork as U.S. bombs began falling on that country, the image could just as easily be about Afghanistan, Palestine, Israel, or even Sept. 11th. War is the scourge of humanity, and I hope that in some small way my artwork will help contribute to it's banishment."
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10. Quotes
"You just need to look at what the gospel asks, and what war does. The gospel asks that we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the homeless, visit the prisoner, and perform works of mercy. War does all the opposite. It makes my neighbor hungry, thirsty, homeless, a prisoner and sick. The gospel asks that we take up our cross. War asks us to lay the cross of suffering on others." Dorothy Day

Lawrence Eagleburger, who was US Secretary of State under George Bush Sr, told the BBC: "If George Bush [Jr] decided he was going to turn the troops loose on Syria and Iran after that he would last in office for about 15 minutes.In fact if President Bush were to try that now even I would think that he ought to be impeached. You can't get away with that sort of thing in this democracy." Read more at http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0414-01.htm
"The cry for peace is becoming louder and louder. The God of peace sheds tears. The thirst and hunger for peaceful coexistence is so immense. Peace has no secrets, no opponents, no spy, and no hidden plans. Instead peace is being truthful in our dealings with those with whom we differ. As a result, peace cannot be enforced authoritatively by any power." Ren Onzukum

