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1. Introduction

This issue of Justpeace News contains a variety of links which relate not just to the present conflict in Iraq, but to broader issues of justice and peace. The plight of the Iraqi people and the future of their country remains a crucial issue. We need to continue our support for the people and nation of Iraq as they try to build their own future without foreign interference or manipulation.

At the same time, we need to keep in mind that much greater issues remain for us to confront. The vast military machine that now dominates the world needs to be dismantled and new creative forms of managing conflicts found. Global economic, political and social relationships need to be examined and serious efforts made to bring justice into these relationships. 

The Center for Justpeace in Asia is committed to working at these root issues. We believe that the marginalized communities of the world have much experience and wisdom to share as we seek new paradigms of conflict transformation and peacemaking. Please take special note of the two sections in this newsletter called "Justice Issues" and "Justpeace Stories". Here you will find some interesting stories and ideas collected from marginalized communities that illustrate how seriously they work for justice. Perhaps we can find the hope we need from these communities as we confront the powers of globalization and militarization.

The Center for Justpeace in Asia is trying to collect material from the marginalized communities that will help us find the new paradigms of conflict transformation and peacemaking we need. We ask for your help in this. If you have any examples of the tools, the culture and the traditions that marginalized communities use to work for justice and peace, please share them with us. We will add them to our website so that it can become a learning museum for justpeace. 

2. Global Peace Issues

The Civil Network for a Peaceful Korea has an excellent website at http://www.peacekorea.org/. Here you can find good material about North and South Korea and the US role in that conflict. It contains a recent essay called "Stepwise Approaches to Resolve the Current Korean Crisis" by Ph.d Kang, a Nuclear Analyst in South Korea, that provides some good suggestions about how the conflict can be resolved.

The webpage of the Tiananmen Mothers Campaign can be found at http://iso.hrichina.org/iso/article_listings.adp?category_id=85. This group formed after the Tiananmen Square massacre in June of 1989. Mothers of some of those killed in the massacre called for the Chinese government to provide the names of all killed and to take responsibility. When the government refused, they formed the Tiananmen Mothers Campaign with the following demands:


* The right to mourn peacefully and in public; 
* The right to accept humanitarian aid from organizations and individuals inside and outside China; 
* No more persecution of June Fourth victims, including those injured in the massacre and the families of the dead; 
* The release of all people still suffering in prison for their role in the 1989 protests; and 
* A full, public accounting for the June Fourth Massacre, ending the impunity for the perpetrators of this crime.

At http://www.fillthesquare.org/index.asp is a petition in support of Tiananmen Mothers Campaign. It is worth the time and effort to read this petition and consider supporting their just demands.

The Asian Federation Against Involuntary Disappearances (AFAD) is a human rights federation of organizations concerned about the issue of involuntary disappearances in Asia. Read more about their activities at http://www.philsol.nl/org/flyers/AFAD-02.htm.

Iraqi lives seem not to be very important when it comes to reporting by both the major news services and the government's of the US and Britian. Little attempt has been made to record and publicize the number of Iraqi civilians and soldiers killed. Read more at http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=15720.

War doesn't end when the shooting stops. The disruption of services and utilities, the destruction of buildings and farmland and the dispersal of populations cause new problems for many years to come. Now there are fears of an epidemic of cholera and typhoid in many parts of the country. Read details at http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2003/04/23/1050777306292.html. 

An excellent letter to President Bush can be found at http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=15736 The letter was sent to the White House on April 15 by Jarmila Temelova, an immigrant from what was then Communist Czechoslovakia.

3. Stories of Peace

Suzuko Numata was born in Osaka, Japan. Later her family moved to Hiroshima where she attended school and then got a job at the Hiroshima Communications Bureau. She was in her office on August 6, 1945 when the US dropped the atomic bomb that destroyed the city and life all around it. Suzuko Numata somehow survived. Her story is a remarkable one of pain, suffering, anger and forgiveness. Now she travels around the world urging people to commit themselves to peace rather than war. We can learn much from her personal story as we face yet again a time of war and violence. Read her story at http://hiroshima.tomato.nu/English/voice/numata_e.html.

4. Justice Issues

Visit http://www.justsaywow.com/100people.htm to find some very interesting statistics about how the worlds resources are divided and shared. This is excellent material for use in discussions on global justice and gives some insight into the roots of present global conflict.

In 1988 a people's uprising in Burma almost ended the military rule of General Ne Win. To put an end to the uprising, the Burmese military killed many demonstrators and arrested a large number of others. Min Ko Naing was one of those arrested, and he still remains in prison. He has been tortured badly and even though his sentence is over, he has not been released. An online petition has been started calling for his release. Go to http://www.petitiononline.com/mkn/petition.html to learn more about Min Ko Naing and to sign the petition.

5. Justpeace Stories

"In the early 1990s, a group of women were having a good time at a wedding in Wajir district, a remote and violent area in Kenya. 'We looked around,' recalls Fatuma Sheikh Abdulkadir, 'and realised that a cross-section of all the clans had attended the wedding and we were feeling good. But outside this small compound, the happiness and the mixing was not there. So we discussed at length - what is happening with our society?'" Read more about how some rural women in Kenya have gone back to their own traditions to work for peace in their community at: http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/pbp/4/4_womenk.htm.

In the Middle East, Palestinian and Israeli children meet together to get to know each other and to share their dreams for the future. It is part of a movement called "Children Teach Children". Read about some of their activities at: http://www.xs4all.nl/~conflic1/pbp/6/4_child_.htm.

In Nagalim (Northern India) Naga women play a crucial role in preventing and solving conflicts. During the period of heightened and factional tension engineered by the Government of India and some local elites in Nagalim, many women used to ask the freedom fighters to hand in their guns and return them only at the time of their departure from the village. This helped greatly in preventing unwanted conflicts between the factions. Read more about their courageous actions for peace and other stories of grassroots conflict transformation at: http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/creative.html stories of grassroots peacemaking. 

Two new poems by Ren Onzukum and Mark Tamthai have been placed on the Justpeace Website. Read them at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/art.html.

The Maori of New Zealand have many traditions and cultural practices that support strong and peaceful communities. Two of these are the "Hongi" and the "Marae". Go to http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/creative/cultural.html to read a brief description of these important Maori practices.

6. Good Articles

"The world is a messy place, and our kids know it. But if we watch them closely enough -- if we let them air their own thoughts, form their own arguments and paint their own signs -- maybe one day they can gently guide us to a time and place where things aren't quite so messy anymore." Read this excellent article by Bruce Kluger at http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story2&u=/usatoday/20030421/cm_usatoday/5087052.

In an article entitled By What Authority? The American Empire and the Future of Peace, Chaiwat Satha-anan writer: "There are two conditions conducive to the future(s) of peace in this world at this moment in history: avoiding despair and refusing hatred. Working towards the first condition, the legitimacy of the UN needs to be strengthened while providing space for peaceful protests against the war. The world still needs space for states to engage in dialogues and setting rules that would constitute a civilizing process of international order not unlike the historical establishment of the universal declaration of human rights. Choosing sides for governments cannot but take the problem of UN's legitimacy into serious considerations. Common people, regardless of their religious beliefs, also need to engage in politics by ways of voicing their disagreements. Giving space for dissension in their own societies would render them out of despair. When facing an emerging empire, both of these spaces are crucial to bring the world out of the state of despair characterized by a sense of powerlessness, which breeds violence in all shapes and forms including terrorism." Read the article at http://www.transnational.org/forum/meet/2003/Satha-Anan_FutureOfPeace.html. 

An article at http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=51&ItemID=3505 called Celebration in Iraqi Streets by Humeira Iqtidar states in part, "Ultimately, news from Iraq, emerging despite the attempts at media clamp down and spin doctoring is bound to fuel the anti-US feeling already running high in the world, especially the Muslim world. The anti-war movement needs to harness the power of this information and it is aided in this respect by the fact that the movement has drawn people in to a much wider discussion about the fundamentals of international and local politics. The Bush/Blair governments have underestimated people's intelligence, their ability to see through the images of celebration in Iraqi streets and to continue to organize themselves better in order to take on the might of the Imperialist establishment. "

In an article entitled, An Anti-Colonial War Against The Americans May Have Already Begun, Robert Fisk says, "Well, we've got the first occupation of an Arab capital by a Western army since General Allenby entered Jerusalem and since Sir Stanley Maude entered Baghdad. We did have the brief period of French and American armies entering Damascus and indeed Beirut in the Second World War. But that was part of a Vichy French Allied War. It wasn't part of a colonial war. We now have American troops occupying the wealthiest Arab country in the world. And the shockwaves of that are going to continue for decades to come, long after you and I are in our graves, if that's where we go. And I don't think we have yet realized - I don't think that the soldiers involved or the Presidents involved have yet realized the implications of what has happened. We have entered a new age of imperialism, the life of which we have not attempted to judge or assess or understand." Read the rest of the article at http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=15&ItemID=3503
7. Informative Websites

http://www.truthout.org/ is an interesting website with alternative news on crucial issues.

8. Quotes

"The Good Friday service at St Raphael's Catholic Church (in Baghdad) was packed with at least 100 worshippers. Iraqis said, "We attend on Good Friday because we know what it is to suffer." By contrast the Easter Sunday service had only 10 Iraqis plus 10 U.S. Marines plus hordes of media. It was hard to worship in this environment. In the course of his homily, Fr. Vincent asked, "How can I be a Christian when Christians are bombing us?" Lisa Martens as reported to Doug Pritchard about the Easter Sunday experiences in Iraq. 

"A time has come when silence is betrayal. That time is now," Martin Luther King Jr. 

"War is a disgusting, cruel, vicious affair. You know, I say to people over and over again: war is not about primarily victory or defeat, it's primarily about human suffering and death." Robert Fisk

"In War, The Real Enemy is War Itself." Book by Fr. Roberto Layson, OMI about the ongoing war against the people in Mindanao Philippines. 

One B2 Bomber costs $2,131,000,000, and so would full tuition with room & board for four years at the University of Wisconsin for the entire Chiacgo Public Schools' graduating class of 2003. Info: http://www.teacherforjustice.org
"If we keep making bombs smarter and smarter, they're bound to start raising questions about war." Whitney Brown, The Big Picture 

