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1. INTRODUCTION
As peace talks begin to fall apart, conflict is growing in Aceh. According to a Time Asia report, Indonesian troops are already flooding into Aceh. The report says:

This will be the final battle." so predicts a civilian member of the Acehnese negotiating team that tried for months to reach an agreement that would prevent all-out warfare in Indonesia's westernmost province. He doesn't want his name published because he fears reprisals against his family, particularly because he believes that there is virtually no chance the two sides—the Indonesian military and the separatist guerrillas of the Free Aceh Movement (GAM)—can reach a compromise to prevent renewed fighting. Indonesian troops are already flooding into Aceh. Ultimately, some 50,000 are expected in the province, poised to launch an offensive designed to end the 27-year conflict once and for all. The rebels had until May 12 to lay down their arms and forswear independence, but recent reports state that GAM leaders have ordered fighters to take up defensive positions. "The Indonesians are throwing everything they have into this," says the negotiator, "and GAM knows if they allow themselves to be crushed they won't be able to rise again for another 20 years." http://www.time.com/time/asia/magazine/article/0,13673,501030519-451020,00.html
The urgency of developing an effective justpeace movement in Asia with links to other global movements remains crucial if the trend toward increased global violence is to be confronted effectively. Especially now we need to find ways to support and encourage the people of Aceh. War brings much suffering, with women and children usually suffering the most. Together we must find a way to stop war before it destroys all of us.

We hope this issue of Justpeace News will provide some encouragement and ideas for such a movement. 

2. CENTER FOR JUSTPEACE IN ASIA WEBSITE
Several additions have been made to the website of the Center for Justpeace in Asia. One is a "blog" page to replace the "Forum" page. On the blog page you can find articles or reflections from some readers and can also respond to them by clicking on the "respond" message at the end of the article or reflection. The website is found at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace.

Also new on the website is a "Resources" page. A training manual for community organizers can be downloaded from this site. More resources for peacemaking and conflict transformation will be added soon. Please take a look at it. 

3. URUGOPEACE 

The Urugopeace website at http://daga.dhs.org/urugopeace also now has a blog page. Updates on the situation in Burundi, Rwanda and Congo can be read there. 

4. STORIES OF HOPE 
From April 5-10, 37 people from 14 Asian countries met in Parapat, Indonesia for a consultation on Inter-religion Cooperation in Asia. The participants represented the Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist and Christian faiths. 

The participants gathered because: 

"There is increasing realisation today that in the midst of the uncertainties that surround us there exists hatred in the world today - a hatred borne out of misunderstanding and the unwillingness to extend fellowship to the "other". This is a trend that the major religions of the world today recognise. Any true follower of their religion will see that there is much opportunity in today's climate for continued dialogue and understanding. Whilst the tragic 11 September 2001 event in the United States of America is NOT the main reason for the holding of the Consultation, it has nonetheless brought awareness to a development in the world that should not continue - that of unexplained hatred. 
As Christians and people of other faiths, we should be concerned that life is not about control (of the environment, of goods, of the world) but it is about our relationship with God, it is beyond our own material capacity. We should realise that we are not talking about absoluteness, nor about fundamentalist views of what is right and what is wrong. We want to learn how other religions are viewing this situation today. 
We are all part of community - living in a multi-cultural, multi-religious and multi-ethnic environment. 
Therefore, this Consultation is called to examine religious perspectives on the root causes of some of the threats and conflicts we experience in community today, among them poverty, consumptive lifestyles, and unjust distribution of land. The Consultation will reflect on alternatives for economic development without growth; and the need for more gender interaction and youth involvement in building religious partnerships for working together for the transformation of society. 
It is an endeavour to find alternatives through listening, learning, discerning messages from the grassroots, and to join in cooperative efforts to achieve these alternatives together." 
The final statement of the consultation can be read at: http://daga.dhs.org/cca/home1.htm. All of the papers and reflections presented at the consultation will soon be available. Justpeace News will keep you informed. 

Justpeace News has received several very interesting stories of peacemaking during the past few weeks. We wish to share two with you here. 

Israelis and Palestinians Talking Together 

Greg Rollins, a member of the Christian Peacemakers Team in Palestine, shared the following reflections following a meeting between Israelis and Palestinians to talk about suffering and hope. It is a very important example of the need for people involved in conflict to sit together and learn of each other's hopes and suffering. 

Recently, I went to the Dead Sea to partake in an alternative Israeli Independence Day. The purpose of it was for Israelis and Palestinians living in Israel to meet and listen to each other in a safe space. I went to observe and to support my friend Manel, a Palestinian Israeli who is trying to make people aware of the pain she and other Palestinians experience at being second-class citizens. 
The retreat center we met in was a safe place. It stood on the cliffs over the Dead Sea and on the edge of the Judean desert. There were about fifty people there. Most were Jews and Muslims, but there were a few Christians too. The people ate together, prayed Jewish, Muslim and Christian prayers together, and sang in Hebrew and Arabic. They danced. Sufis, Jews Christians and Muslims. It was spiritually surreal. 
The next morning the people broke into two groups. The Israelis sat in an inner circle with the Palestinians around them, and talked about their fears and pains. They all said the same thing, they and their families had come to Israel out of the chaos and cold of the Second World War, and they were angry and still frightened. 
When the Israelis were finished, the Palestinians took the inner circle. They spoke about the Naqba (catastrophe) of 1948. The year Israel massacred thousands of Palestinians and dispersed hundreds of thousands worldwide. Four hundred and eighteen Palestinian villages were depopulated and buried that year. 
1948 was not that long ago and many of the Palestinians at the retreat still had the scars, both on their skin and in their eyes. As the Palestinians spoke about what happened to them and their families, one Israel man stood up and told them to stop talking. He could not listen to any more. The Palestinian woman speaking at the time told him that she had quietly listened to him when he spoke, he could at least do the same for her. The man sat back down and continued to listen. When the Palestinians were finished speaking, one elderly Israeli woman admitted she knew nothing about the Naqba. She was not taught about it in school nor had she read it in Israeli history books. She was devastated. 
At the end of the retreat my mind was full of the people I had heard. A new notion struck me. For there to be real peace here, the Palestinians and Israelis are going to have to recognize each other's pasts. Sure, the Palestinians are not responsible for the Holocaust, but they will have to understand it and accept it as if they played a part in it, and the Israelis will have to admit what they have done, and stop what they still do to the Palestinians. If both sides keep acting as if they are the victims, and the only victims here, they will never see a day's rest. Victims do not move on, only survivors do. 
Sharing Food 

GOSHEN, Ind. - The Goshen College cafeteria was emptier on May 15, and it wasn't because students don't like the food. Sixty-four students skipped lunch and 88 skipped dinner as part of Food for Reconciliation, a direct way to offer help to local families that get food from the Food Bank of Northern Indiana in South Bend, Ind., specifically military families that are financially stressed. 

Don Blosser, professor emeritus of Bible, originally had the idea for such a project after hearing on the news that military families in the area were having trouble making ends meet while their husband, wife, mother or father were away because of the war in Iraq. He thought it would be only appropriate that Mennonites should offer to help. "If people are hungry, you feed them," Blosser said. "You don't first ask their politics." When he talked with the director of the food bank about his idea, Blosser was met with surprise; the director hadn't imagined that "peace people" would want to help contribute food to military families. 

Sophomore Sara M. Yoder, an interdisciplinary major from Harrisonburg, Va., helped organize the efforts. Several students that supported the war in Iraq positively expressed surprise to her about the project during the sign-up, and proceeded to offer a meal. "It is important to not just support Iraqi families, but also hungry American families. And to recognize that people are people, no matter if you agree or disagree with their values," Yoder said. Joe Rondinelli, Sodexho campus services manager, said that since less staff were needed to prepare and serve the day's meals, Sodexho will add those savings and match the students' effort for a total donation of $828 to go towards the food bank. Since not all students eat on campus, some have dropped off canned food and donated money to go towards the effort as well. 

Persons at College Mennonite Church in Goshen are also collecting food and donations for the food bank. Other ways the Goshen College campus responded to the recent war in Iraq include a 24-hour hymn sing, a prayer wall with photos of persons affected by the war, daily vigils during the war and a prayer partner program matching up people from campus with military families that they contacted and prayed for. The Food for Reconciliation project is sponsored by Campus Ministries. 

5. STORIES OF STRUGGLE 
"After the 1997 Offensives: The Burma Army's Relocation Program in Kamoethway Area" is a special report prepared by Burma Issues in April 2003. 

Mass Displacement by the Burmese Army's forced relocation program in Tenasserim division first rose to awareness when multi-national companies started to build the Yadana gas pipeline. What followed was a Burmese Army offensive in 1997 to KNU controlled areas to secure more of the area for their business interests. After the arrival of foreign companies and the Yadana gas pipeline the Kamoethway area became a refuge for those fleeing from the gas pipeline area. Later Kamoethway area itself became another target for Burmese troops trying to gain better access to the gas pipeline. In 1997 the Karen in Kamethway area were forcibly relocated by Burmese troops to theri designated relocation sites where they were under strict control. This report focuses on the forced relocation program in Kamoethway area: how the villagers survive in the relocation sites, what is the current situation of the forced relocation sites and how the Burmese troops control the villagers. 
The report and other good information about the situation in Burma can be found in the publications section of the Peace Way Foundation's website at: http://www.burmaissues.org/En/Home.php 

6. MIDDLE EAST 
In "A Roadmap to Nowhere" Brendan O'Neill writes:

"Like the peace process that gave rise to it, the road map (to peace in the Middle East) is premised on the undemocratic idea that a solution to the Israeli/Palestinian conflict can only come from outside the Middle East."
Read more at: http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=15892
7. SOUTH AFRICA 

Sisulu was born in 1912 in the Transkei region of South Africa to a peasant family of mixed ethnic background. He identified strongly with his Xhosa ancestors, however, the same ethnic group to which Mandela claims membership. His family was too poor to send him to school for many years; after receiving a basic Anglican education he traveled to Johannesburg, where he worked a variety of menial jobs before joining the ANC in 1940. Upon meeting Mandela and Tambo, Sisulu helped both younger men through law school. Later all three men were to play a most important role in the transformation of South Africa. Sisulu died on May 12. Read more about this remarkable man and his contribution at: http://www.africana.com/articles/daily/bw20030506sisulu.asp 

In 1955 the ANC adopted the Freedom Charter, perhaps the most progressive political document of the 20th century. Calling for multiracialism, economic equality and full democratic rights for all South Africans, the Freedom Charter pointed toward the ANC's stance as ruling party; when the country's first-ever free elections in 1994 swept Mandela and his party into power, its first act was to institute a Constitution more wide-reaching in its humanitarian and civil rights aims than anything the Western hemisphere has ever enacted. The Freedom Charter can be read at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/history/charter.html 

8. IRAQ 

Now that the war on Iraq is "over", what should the global peace movement focus on? In an article entitled "Organizing Themes for a New Stage of the Peace Movement in the Context of the US Military Occupation of Iraq," Ruether, Rosemary Radford, Carpenter Professor of Feminist Theology share some valuable thoughts. http://www.psr.edu/page.cfm?l=62&id=1427
Tom Paine used the word "patriot" to describe the rebels resisting imperial rule. He also enlarged the idea of patriotism when he said: "My country is the world. My countrymen are mankind." Howard Zinn, an historian and author of A People's History of the United States, shares his thoughts on patriotism in an article entitled, "My Country: The World." Read the article at: http://www.truthout.org/docs_03/050703I.shtml
In their latest bulletin, Moveon looks at the The Project For The New American Century and the role it is playing in the militarization of America. Read the bulletin at: http://www.moveon.org/moveonbulletin/bulletin13.html 

9. WAR AND PEACE 
War affects everyone, not just those directly involved in the fighting. This webpage is a simple attempt to demonstrate one of the more quantifiable effects of war: the financial burden it places on our tax dollars. http://www.costofwar.com/
After 20 years of ceaseless war and famine, the women of Afghanistan must heal themselves, and ultimately their nation, by rediscovering their identity as empowered, dignified Muslim women. Thus writes Dalia Mogahed in an article entitled " For Afghanistan's Women, Islam is the Answer." Read the article at: http://www.atrueword.com/index.php/article/articleview/57/1/1/
10. WEBSITES 

It was concern over growing communalism in India and the need for redefining the concept of secularism for a cohesive society that mobilised a group of eminent academics, social activists and prominent citizens to set up the Centre for Study and Society and Secularism. Their website, found at http://www.csss-isla.com/aboutus.php, has many excellent articles for those wanting to understand more about the Islamic faith and the issues facing India today. 

Council of Advocates International is a Toronto based international human rights and civil liberties group, with special focus on Kashmir and South Asia. Visit their website at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/advocacycouncil. 

The Asian Legal Resource Centre & Asian Human Rights Commission are pleased to announce the launch of a new website, www.foodjustice.net (url: http://www.foodjustice.net), of the Permanent People's Tribunal on the Right to Food and the Rule of Law in Asia. 

11. QUOTES
People are slowly beginning to understand war. But will war ever understand people? War always gets out of hand and then it destroys the very things we are fighting to save. (from the movie, "The War.")
