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1. INTRODUCTION

A Vision for Justpeace
Our overall vision must be justice, for without justice there can be no peace. We believe that violent conflicts are the result of injustice, so the process to a true and lasting peace must focus on bringing justice into all spheres of society. This vision of justpeace must include the political, economic, social and cultural spheres of our world.

Politics includes, among other things, political law, formation of political parties, political movements, political ideology, war, civil war, and the various rights of all groups. Our main concern in politics is equality, liberty, and safety of all people. Equality refers to the right of equal participation in national and local political activities. We also believe that all groups have the right to self-determination. Liberty means the right to act freely in any political activity without interfering in the lives of other people. Safety can be defined as exemption from slavery, torture, arbitrary arrest and execution, and forced exile. All people must have full right to equality, liberty, and safety in politics regardless of gender, race, physical appearance, place of origin, religion and ethnic origin.

Economics includes both government, foreign and private investments, and the different economic sectors such as trade, internal and international aid, taxation, economic development in both rural and urban areas, labor, employment, wages, land use, etc. 

Our main concern is the direct and indirect exploitation and destruction of life, ethnic culture and tradition, and environment. All people must be exempt from any form of exploitation and the direct and indirect destruction of life, and ethnic culture and tradition in any investment and economic development plan regardless of gender, race, physical appearance, place of origin, religion and ethnic origin.

The social sector includes life style, poverty, refugees, corruption, crime, etc. Our concern is the safety of human beings from social exploitation. Safety means adequate protection from any form of threat or danger. Human dignity refers to respect for all human beings. We consider any form of deprivation of a human being an injustice. We believe that economic exploitation and the deprivation of human beings are interrelated. We look at adequate food, shelter, clothing, health care, and basic education not only from an economic perspective, but also from the perspective of human dignity. Human beings need all these basic items. The deprivation of any human being, either directly or indirectly, is human exploitation and thus injustice. All people must be treated as dignified human beings regardless of gender, race, physical appearance, place of origin, religion and ethnic origin.

Culture includes literature, ceremonies, rituals, dance, language, etc. Our concern is the attempt to eliminate and/or prohibit the cultural practices of any people. People have the right to practice their culture as long as it does not negatively effect the lives of other people. We consider culture as part of human dignity. Any form of elimination or prohibition of culture is deprivation of human dignity. All people must have the right to exercise and preserve their culture regardless of gender, race, physical appearance, place origin, religion and ethnic origin.

Conclusion
In conclusion, our main concern is the prevalence of justice with human dignity in the areas of politics, economics, social life and culture. We believe that this justice is key to bringing true peace to our world. We do not recognize peace without justice. Justice and peace must come together. That is the meaning of "justpeace." (Adapted from "Burma Issues Ideology.")

2. ON POVERTY IN INDIA

"We are preoccupied with the symptoms of poverty while the causes continue to be largely ignored. This is because we measure and understand poverty in economic and not human and social or political terms. To accept that pure economic growth through market reform will reduce poverty is to accept that the State has no role to play. That the economic process supercedes a political process. That the market is superior to State sovereignty." Read more at: http://www.infochangeindia.org/PovertyIbp.jsp#h10

3. AFGHANISTAN

A British aid worker recently reported that, "The country is on its knees: roads, bridges, tunnels, schools, homes, hospitals, and farmlands are reduced to rubble and dust. Only 5% of the rural population have access to clean water, 17% have access to medical services, 13% have access to education, 25% of all children are dead by the age of five." 


http://www.truthout.org/docs_03/060103A.shtml "Bush Lied and Soldiers Died" by Wayne Francis, t r u t h o u t | Opinion, Saturday 31 May 2003

4. MADRE

"In 1983 a group of women activists, poets, teachers, artists and health professionals traveled to Nicaragua to witness the impact of the US sponsored contra war. What they saw horrified and angered them. They met with women who showed them day care centers, schools and clinics that had been bombed by contras supported by the US government." Following this visit, they established a group called "Madre".

Their website at http://www.madre.org/index.html has many excellent articles about peacemaking among grassroots groups around the world. An article entitled "Ten Reasons to Oppose the US Militarization of Aid and Reconstruction in Iraq" is one of many that is well worth reading.

5. IRAQI DEATHS

The Pentagon keeps a precise count of U.S. casualties in the war in Iraq. But the question of how many Iraqis lost their lives remains as mysterious as the whereabouts of Saddam Hussein or the location of all those weapons of mass destruction. An American woman is now traveling door to door in Iraq to try to document the suffering the war brought to the people there. She now estimates that between 5,000 to 10,000 civilians died during the few weeks of conflict. Read a report on her activities at: http://www.truthout.org/docs_03/053003I.shtml

Another article entitled "Body Counts" by Jonathan Steele looks at the possible number of deaths of Iraqi military personnel. He estimates that there may be between 13,500 and 45,000 dead among troops and paramilitaries. Read details at: http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=40&ItemID=3685
"Killing, or at least the worst of it, is over in Iraq. Although blood will continue to spill -- theirs and ours -- be prepared for this. For we are embarking on an occupation that, if history is any guide, will be as damaging to our souls as it will be to our prestige, power, and security. But this will come later as our empire expands and in all this we become pariahs, tyrants to others weaker than ourselves. Isolation always impairs judgment and we are very isolated now." With these words, Chris Hedges opened his speech to the graduating class at Rockford College. Read the complete text at: http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0520-13.htm.


6. CHINA

"For the victims of the June 4 massacre, the memory of death is a way to seek justice. Prof. Ding Zilin of People's University in Beijing, the mother of a June 4 victim, suffered from the loss of her only son, Jiang Jielian, who was only 17 when he was killed, and thus began to document the deaths of those who died in the 1989 massacre. Because she does not want the victims to die an anonymous death in unknown circumstances, she also does not want the victims' surviving families to suffer mistreatment and humiliation anonymously. More importantly, she believes that unless the truth is disclosed and the murderers are charged we will not be able to stop such a tragedy from happening again in China." Theologian Rose Wu of the Hong Kong Christian Institute reflects on the need to remember in a June 2003 article entitled, "From June 4 to Article 23". Read entire article in the "Reflections" section of http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/reflective/fromjune4toarticle23.html.

"Two envoys of the Dalai Lama are headed for China to expand contacts between Beijing and the Tibetan government-in-exile. They hope to make some progress in resolving the half-century-long dispute over how Tibet should be ruled." Read more at: http://www.buddhistnews.tv/current/tibet-ch-talks-270503.php
7. BURMA

A group called Burma Issues works for justpeace in Burma by living with and supporting the marginalized living in the war zones. One of their projects is to help teachers develop a new curriculum and method of teaching that will better prepare children to be peacemakers and conflict transformers in the future. This project is based on the belief that these children are the future leaders of the country and their preparation to take on these leadership responsibilities must begin at a very early age so they will be confident and have skills in critical and creative thinking. Read more about the work of Burma Issues at: http://www.burmaissues.org/En/Home.php
"The arrest of Aung San Suu Kyi and the general crackdown on the opposition reflect widening divisions within the military elite in Rangoon over what to do with the popular opposition leader known widely as simply `the Lady'." Larry Jagen writes in the Bagnkok Post of June 3 that the struggle for peace in Burma may have gotten more difficult once again. Read more at: http://www.bangkokpost.com/News/03Jun2003_news39.html
8. INDIA AND PAKISTAN

In an article entitled "A Tale of Two Cities" by Praful Bidwari, the key for peace between India and Pakistan is argued to lie, at least partly, in citizen-to-citizen exchanges. He says that "US mediation, by whatever name, is unlikely to ensure peace, certainly no just peace." Read more at: http://www.tni.org/archives/bidwai/tale.htm

9. TAIWAN

The motto of the World Health Organization is "health for all." But the WHO has yet to live up to these noble words because for some 30 years Taiwan has been excluded from the organization. A website at http://www.gio.gov.tw/taiwan-website/5-gp/join_who/ looks at this situation and asks for support to get Taiwan recognized.



10. MIDDLE EAST

The Coalition of Women for a just peace believes that the occupation [of Palestine by Israel] must stop, and that Israel must retreat to the 1967 borders. 

The Coalition also believes that: "The militarism, which permeates Israeli society, must also come to an end. As long as the governments of Israel continue to be dominated by generals and a belief in violence as a political strategy, we will never get to peace. To end the conflict we must resolve problems through wisdom, not force; through compromise based on an understanding of the plight of the nations in the region. 

"A just peace includes a future of cooperation between Palestine and Israel, and an equitable sharing of resources with all states in the region. 

"The vision of peace is indivisible from the vision of justice and equality. We seek to instill all three principles into all aspects of Israeli society." 
Visit their website at: http://www.coalitionofwomen4peace.org/ to learn more about the activities of the Women (and Men) in Black. 

11. THOUGHTS ON PEACEMAKING

In an article entitled "Thoughts on Peacemaking" Robert Franklin looks at the importance of listening to and then telling the stories of people who suffer through conflicts. He says, "Peacemakers are the recipients and the tellers of these stories. Yet to receive a story is not the end. There is a call to act on the story." Read more at: http://www.dogchurch.org/indexfrm.html?http://www.dogchurch.org/tract/pax.html

12. A STORY OF PEACEMAKING

Long ago, an old Bedouin died and left an inheritance to his three grown sons. His will stated specifically that his first son should get half of his estate, his second son should get a third, his third son should get a ninth. Unfortunately, the man's entire estate consisted of 17 camels, so that the division could not be made without slaughtering at least one of them, which none of the sons wanted to do. They could not resolve their dispute, so they consulted their mullah.

The mullah gave them his camel. Now they had 18 camels. The first son took 9 camels, the second son took six camels, the third son took two camels, and they gave the remaining camel to the mullah as a fee for settling their dispute.

13. U.S. POLICY

"On November 11, 2000, Richard Haass - a member of the National Security Council and special assistant to the president under the elder Bush, soon to be appointed director of policy planning in the state department of newly elected President George W. Bush - delivered a paper in Atlanta entitled "Imperial America." For the United States to succeed at its objective of global preeminence, he declared, it would be necessary for Americans to "re-conceive their role from a traditional nation-state to an imperial power." Haass eschewed the term "imperialist" in describing America's role, preferring "imperial," since the former connoted "exploitation, normally for commercial ends," and "territorial control."" John Bellamy Foster explores this policy shift in America in an article entitled "Imperial America and War." Read more at: http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=16007
14. QUOTES

"In an age of universal deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act." George Orwell

"The true weapons of mass destruction are greed, hypocrisy, and moral arrogance; wars built upon lies and false victories of hollow men who seek conquest and dominance over tolerance and peace."
John Cory, Truthout correspondent in Saudi Arabia. http://www.truthout.org/docs_03/052103A.shtml

"God has created us with a humanity which is beyond one religion or another. It is humanity created by God in us and we need to respect it." Iraqi university student in Baghdad. Taken from a report prepared by Christian Peacemaker Teams in Iraq.

A Nation is Never Conquered until the Hearts of its Women are on the Ground -- Native American Proverb

"Every day we do things, we are things that have to do with peace. If we are aware of our life..., our way of looking at things, we will know how to make peace right in the moment, we are alive."
Thich Nhat Hanh

