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1. INTRODUCTION
A short story will introduce this issue of Justpeace News.

One day a brave knight in bright shining armor was riding his steed through the countryside. Suddenly he came upon a very small bird lying on its back in the middle of the road. The bird had its feet pointed straight up at the sky.

"What are you doing lying in the center of the road like that?" the brave knight asked.

"I heard the sky was going to fall," the little bird answered. "I’m going to try to stop it so that it doesn’t destroy the earth."

The knight laughed long and hard. "How stupid you must be," he finally said. "You are much too small to stop the sky from falling."

"Perhaps," answered the little bird. "But I have to try."

When we look at the vast military machine and the forces of anger and hatred that surround us, we easily can feel tired and discouraged. What can we do to stop all of this carnage and protect this fragile earth? Well, we might not be so big and so strong, but at least we have to try.

2. TOOLS FOR GRASSROOTS ACTION
Burma Issues, a NGO based in Bangkok and working on human rights and democratic development in Burma has produced a human rights information manual entitled, "Tools for Grassroots Action." This small manual (122 pages) was developed from the experiences of Burma Issues’ staff working in the war zones of Burma. The manual is divided into three sections: Collecting Information, Interpreting Your Information, and Communicating Your Results. Although develop specifically for the issues facing the marginalized in Burma, the manual can easily be adapted to other situations. You can find this and other publications of Burma Issues on their website at http://www.burmaissues.org/En/Home.php.

3. PHILIPPINES
GMA-Bush Secret Pact Seen to Restore U.S. Bases in Philippines, by Gerry Albert Corpuz on Bulatlat.com. "Did President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo ink a secret deal with U.S. President George W. Bush in her recent state visit in Washington that would pave the way for the re-establishment of U.S. military bases in the country? Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo, who earlier disclosed Macapagal-Arroyo's support to grant immunity from prosecution of U.S. forces, believes so and is set to deliver a privileged speech in the House this week."


Read the article at: http://www.bulatlat.com/news/3-17/3-17-bases.html.

In another development in the Philippines, there is a possible move by the Government of the Republic of Philippines to ask the US to help in peace negotiations between the GRP and the MILF (Moro Islamic Liberation Front). This is of much concern to people in the province of Mindanao who fear the US might have an agenda larger than just helping with peace talks. Below is a statement by the Moro Christian People’s Alliance raising these concerns.

June 31, 2003

U.S. HAS NO RIGHT TO MEDDLE WITH THE GRP-MILF PEACE TALKS 

Foreign Affairs Secretary Blas Ople’s statement "With the US coming into the picture, we expect the prospects for peace and development in Mindanao to be significantly enhanced" is highly resentful. 

We find it absurd that Sec. Ople expects the people to believe that the United States’ participation in the GRP-MILF peace negotiations tentatively slated on July 1 would bring significant development. 

Although Malaysian Ambassador Taufik previously noted that the U.S.’ participation will be limited to "opening and closing ceremonies", we believe that the US government has far greater interest in meddling with the peace negotiations than merely attending ceremonies of pleasantries. 

First and most obvious US agenda for meddling with the peace talks is to push for the widely opposed Balikatan in Sulu. When President Macapagal Arroyo came back from her US state visit last May 24, she brought back $18M worth of US war package. Part of this is the $47 M fund for the Balikatan 03-1. With all these war materiel and financial assistance given to President Arroyo, we wonder how would the US broker the peace talks or act as the third party. Everyone in the Philippines knows that President Bush supports the war policy of President Arroyo, hence branding the Philippines a "non-nato ally".

Secondly, Mindanao, which President Macapagal-Arroyo fondly calls as "land of promise," is a potential US naval and air base camp. As the US continuously expands it military might and influence, it needs to secure Mindanao as a military base in South East Asia. The U.S. will not fund General Santos Airport’s construction out of goodwill. US interests in Mindanao are glaring at us in the open. The U.S. highly supported by the Gloria-Macapagal government continues to claw us, our people, to an even deeper pit of terror. 

With the US government’s incessant intervention in Philippine affairs, the possibility for peace becomes even more dim. What is expected of the U.S. but to insist on the "peace package," for the MILF to surrender arms in order for its military forces to smoothly occupy Mindanao as it gears up its "anti-terrorism campaign". 

Moreover, the military’s accusation of the MILF owning C4 bomb caches and the February 11 AFP-led attack of the Buliok Complex, which are obvious sabotaging of the peace talks, made us believe that the government does not want peace at all, as its efforts to repeatedly derail the peace negotiations are endless. 

Doubtful as we are about the end result or possibility of the resumption of the peace talks, we are undying in our aspiration that the Bangsamoro people’s genuine interests will, once and for all, be upheld. 

Amirah Lidasan
Secretary General 
Moro Christian Peoples Alliance 
#48 A Mapagbigay St. 
Brgy. Central, Q.C. / Tel No. 4337025 

4. ACEH
"Last week, the peace agreement between the Free Aceh Movement (GAM) and Indonesian government collapsed and Indonesia's President Megawati Sukarnoputri imposed a state of martial law in the remote province, ordering tens of thousands of troops to militarily crush the guerrilla force." From Aceh: In the Shadow of Iraq by Leah C. Wells. Read the article at: http://www.commondreams.org/views03/0528-08.htm.

5. ISLAM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
The Asian Muslim Action Network (AMAN) has announced a new research fellowship programme for young Muslim scholars in Southeast Asia. The fellowship will be awarded for innovative research on issues concerning socio-political and cultural changes taking place in the diverse Muslim communities of Southeast Asia, especially as they relate to modernization and globalization. For more information, go to their website at www.arf-asia.org.

6. FOOD AID IN IRAQ
"Today, the lives of 100 percent of the Iraqi population, 27 million people, depend on the provision of monthly food rations," UNICEF chief representative in Iraq Carel de Roy told IPS in a phone interview. Read the article that raises some very interesting issues about the present situation in Iraq entitled Everyone Now Needs Food Aid by Ricardo Grassi. The article can be found at: http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0630-03.htm
"Operation Iraqi Freedom, the invasion and occupation of Iraq by the U.S. and its coalition partners, embodies a new approach to post-conflict humanitarian action." From an article entitled, The United States in Iraq: An Experiment with Unilateral Humanitarianism, by Joel R. Charny, Vice President for Policy, Refugees International | June 26, 2003. Read the article at: http://www.fpif.org/commentary/2003/0306dodreconst.html
"The new world order on display in Iraq places new demands on the U.S. humanitarian community. The Wolfowitz-Perle doctrine of pre-emptive action against perceived external threats preserves a role for humanitarian intervention. In fact, it may make humanitarian response a growth industry. The role of relief organizations in Iraq raises many questions, however, and these questions deserve the continuing attention of the movement that sought to avoid this war in the first place." From "Iraq: The challenge of humanitarian response" in a publication called Grassroots International. Read the article at: http://www.reliefweb.int/w/Rwb.nsf/480fa8736b88bbc3c12564f6004c8ad5/0f404fb7c573fc0449256d3900009645?OpenDocument
7. THE CULTURE OF OPPRESSION
An excellent article entitled "Fighting the Culture of Oppression" by Tha Lay can be found at: http://www.burmaissues.org/En/Newsletter/BINews2003-05.php#Oppression. This article explores conflict transformation from the perspective of community organizing that confronts the culture of oppression often present in abused communities.

8. FEELING THE PAIN OF THE ENEMY
"I long for the day when deep in my heart I can feel the pain of my Jewish neighbors in their time of calamity as much as I feel the utter despair of my people. I long for the day when we on both sides of the political divide can step into each others shoes and understand the anguish and hopelessness that the other side is feeling. Perhaps then we can become better aware of our common humanity, cry together and express forgiveness to the other. Only then perhaps, will we triumph over those on both sides, who thrive on violence, destruction and bloodshed. " Read this very excellent reflection by Reverend Alex Awad at: http://www.place4peace.com/article.php?sid=400
9. PLACE 4 PEACE
An excellent website can be found at http://www.place4peace.com/index.php. Here both Palestinians and Israeli people can exchange their thoughts on peace and the on-going conflict. Readers can express their opinions on the reflective articles presented, thus providing for a democratic space to help deal with the pain and suffering of war.

10 QUOTES
"Here is what I want most for my people: I want the security of genuine freedom and the freedom of genuine security. I would like to see the crippling fetters of fear removed, that the people of Burma may be able to hold their heads high as free human beings. I would like to see them striving in unity and joy to build a safer, happier society for us all. I would especially like to see our younger people stride confidently into the future, their richness of spirit soaring to meet all challenges. I would like to be able to say: "This is a nation worthy of all those who loved it and lived and died for it--that we might be proud of our heritage." These are not dreams. These constitute the reality towards which we have been working for years, firm in our faith that the will of the people will ultimately triumph." Aung San Suu Kyi

"If we fix it so's you can't make money on war
We'll all forget what we're killing folks for." 
Woody Guthrie, "Stetson Kennedy" 

"If you take politics out of conflict, it simply becomes a technical issue."

