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1. INTRODUCTION

Some thoughts on "hotpeace" and "justpeace"

Hotpeace
A. Hotpeace refers to peace that is defined as a period of freedom from war and violence, especially when people appear to live and work together happily without disagreements. 

B. In slogan terms, "peace is the absence of violence." 

C. It is a state of tranquillity or quiet as:

a: freedom from civil disturbance 

b: a state of security or order within a community provided for by law or custom. 

D. It often relies on force, either military, legal or social, to maintain the calm when, in fact, anger and discontent may still exist just under the surface of many in the society. 

E. It is seldom long lasting since it is often maintained through political and economic power, or it is built on the wrong assumption that conflicts can be quickly solved on a superficial level only.

F. Some characteristics of hotpeace are:

a: Peace enforced by superior power (i.e. war on terrorism)

b: A process to cover over conflicts with a false sense of "solution" (conflict resolution)

c: A peace that maintains the present structures and people's places within the structure. (minimal reformation)

d: A peace that ignores the history and culture of the conflict and simply deals with the present. (forgive and forget)

e: A peace that fails to confront the global issues of non-peace (globalization, consumerism, chauvinism, etc.)

f: An immediate "solution" that has no guarantee of lasting in the long-term.

g: An imposed and alien process that ignores and often disables local and traditional forms of peacemaking.

h: A process that avoids the idea of structural transformation and justice.

i: A process that simplifies the conflict rather than deals with it in totality.

j: A process started in the middle or upper levels of society with the hopes that the results will trickle down to the grassroots

Justpeace
A. As the term suggests, justpeace begins with justice. 

B. It is a peace resulting from the establishment of justice in the social, economic, political and cultural sectors of a community for all people in the community. 

C. It is expressed most clearly by the slogan, "Justice comes before peace."

D. It has the potential for being long-lasting because it attempts to address the historical and cultural causes of violence, and to bring all people together in mutual respect and dignity. 

E. It is peace that is slowly built from the bottom up by strengthening grassroots communities and linking them so that they have the power and the vision to transform unjust systems and structures at the local, national, regional and global levels.

F. The characteristics of justpeace are:

a: A peace based on a transformation at the roots of all those things that create nonpeace (i.e. chauvinism, globalization, arrogance, etc.)

b: A peace based on the equalization of power, resources, participation, etc.

c: A peace that respects the dignity of all people within the society.

d: A peace that utilizes local wisdom and traditions to build its foundation

e: Justice comes before peace (i.e. building an environment for peace by transforming injustices into justice)

f: Going to the roots of conflicts by looking at its history and culture.

g: A long-term struggle to build communities in which there is justice for all in the economic, political, social, and cultural structures.

h: A process of looking at the global nature of injustice and conflict and developing a global vision for the transformation of unjust systems and structures.

i: Focuses strongly on the transformation of people and structures from the bottom up.
2. IMPORTANT WEBSITES 

The Foundation for Universal Responsibility of H.H. The Dalai Lama was established using the Nobel Peace Prize as its initial corpus. It promotes Universal Responsibility in a manner that respects and encourages a diversity of beliefs and practices; promotes and devises strategies to transform this commitment into an instrument of social change and for personal happiness. The Foundation brings together people of different faiths, creeds, professions and nationalities. To the Dalai Lama, it represents a reaching out beyond his role as the pre-eminent Buddhist monk and transcends the political agenda of Tibet. The headquarters of the Foundation are located in Dharamsala, where the Dalai Lama resides; its executive offices are in New Delhi. The Foundation seeks to extend its activities and initiatives to benefit people in all parts of the world. They have a website at www.furhhdl.org
It seems that the "Golden Rule" is not only a part of the Christian faith. This ancient precept is found and has persisted in many religious and ethical traditions of humankind for thousands of years and should be the irrevocable, unconditional norm for all areas of life. A website at http://scarboromissions.ca/index.php contains a poster showing the "Golden Rule" as expressed in thirteen different religious traditions. 

The United States sells more arms than any other country, and Saudi Arabia leads the world for buying arms among developing countries, a report from the International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS) said Wednesday. Read more at http://www.truthout.org/docs_03/101903F.shtml
Even though seven million Iraqis are unemployed, U. S. sub-contractors are rebuilding the Iraqi infrastructure with cheap migrant labor from South Asia. The use of Asian laborers is at odds with President Bush's emphasis on the importance of Iraqis taking on the job themselves. Read the full article at http://daily.misleader.org/ctt.asp?u=1344449&l=6449
Check out some original political bumper stickers at http://www.pressaction.com/pablog/archives/000997.html
3. MEETINGS RELATED TO PEACE AND JUSTICE

The third Justpeace Workshop/Training by the Center for Justpeace in Asia was held in Cambodia from September 15-20, 2003. Khmer Ahimsa hosted this meeting which was attended by twenty-five participants from Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, India and Philippines. One focus of the meeting was stories about survival in Viet Nam, Cambodia and Laos during the time of intense conflict and how/why people have been able to forgive and begin working for reconcilliation with justice. The report of this meeting, which will also contain the many stories shared, will soon be completed and will be placed on the website of the Center for Justpeace in Asia.

From October 4 to 10, 2003, fifty senior Urban Rural Mission leaders, peace activists and theologians met at the Saebyuk World Peace Center, and the Jincheon Retreat Center, in the Republic of Korea to participate in an international seminar on the theme, "Asian Peace and the URM in the 21st Century." The gathering was hosted by the Asian URM - Diakonia Training Center and the Saebyuk World Peace Center. The Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK) were the sponsors. The seminar analyzed the recent social changes that have occurred in Asia as a result of globalization, and discussed the tasks that the URM and the peace movement in Asia must undertake to meet the challenges of these changes. Read the final statement at http://www.asiaurm.net/bbs/view.php?id=features&no=27
4. ORGANIZATIONS OF INTEREST

The Yong Dung Po - Urban Industrial Mission (YDP-UIM) located in Seoul, Republic of Korea, is a church mission organization, whose aim is to work along side those who have been disadvantaged, and marginalized by the industrialized society which has been created since the end of the Korean War. The YDP-UIM was the very first workers' mission organization established in Korea - founded in 1958 by the Presbyterian Church of Korea (PCK) - with the original purpose of evangelizing to workers and factory owners in the industrial areas surrounding Yong Dung Po. There website can be found at http://www.asiaurm.net/uim/uim.htm
The Asian URM-Diakonia Training Center program has been designed with the educational, and training needs of two different grassroots groups in mind. The first group is grassroots community activists, involved in URM style labor organizing, or community development work throughout Asia. The second group is migrant workers from Asia, who have come to Korea to work in so called '3D' (dirty, difficult, and dangerous) industrial jobs. For more information, go to http://www.asiaurm.net/dtc/1.htm
DEPDC is a community-based organisation in Thailand offering education and full-time accommodation for children to prevent them from being trafficked into the sex industry or other exploitative child-labour situations. Read of their activities at http://www.depdc.org/english/about_us_eng.html
The Saebyuk World Peace Center in Seoul Korea was officially opened in early October. The center is operated by the Saebyuk Presbyterian Church and is an important part of their ministry to promote global peace and to work for reunification of North and South Korea. They have a website at http://saebyuk-world.org in the Korean language. 

5. A FOLK TALE FROM NAGALAND

In the bygone days, once a quarrel took place among the different parts of the human body on the issue of their role as to who was playing more important function in the system of the body. The eye first said that it was the most important part and without it all the other parts of the body would remain in the dark. It was because of the eye that the body could see light and objects. Immediately, on hearing this the legs replied, "Look, even if you can see the object, yet you cannot reach the object which you can see. If I do not walk and reach the spot or destination you cannot do it yourself. As such, am I not more important?" The remaining parts agreed to that, yet others also had their say. Hence, the hand said, "Although the eyes can see, the legs can reach, yet it is me who has to work and touch the things, and feel the others." Then the mouth said, "Even if all are performing duties, yet it is me who is chewing and have the power of tasting and eating to sustain the life and also I supply food to the stomach." All agreed and were angry and they scolded the stomach for not doing anything but remaining idle. On hearing this rebuke the stomach felt embarrassed, so it said, "Well, I don't have anything to say but let me observe whether you can all function together without me." Saying this, the stomach moved aside. Then all the others stood still; without the stomach they were helpless, so they called it back and allowed it to stay and perform its normal duty as a store house and a manufacturing machine for smooth functioning of the body.

6. QUOTES 

"We are as much alive as we keep the earth alive." Chief Dan George

"Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish for yourself." The Prophet Muhammad, 13th of the 40 Hadiths of Nawawi

"There needs to emerge an understanding about peace with justice and a hope which is neither exclusivist nor totally otherwordly. Matter and history are as important for God as spirit and eternity." Dr. Dhyanchand Carr

"We live in a threatened world. Conflicts on all levels, from local to global, evidence a world community rife with fear, suspicion, anger, hostility and inequality that threatens to engulf everyone, including the church, in violence." From Conflict Transformation as a way to Justpeace. Read the reflective article at http://daga.dhs.org/max/. Click on Writings for Justice in the menu.

Manifest plainness, 

Embrace simplicity, 

Reduce selfishness, 

Have few desires. 

- Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching
