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Welcome to this issue of Justpeace News.  I hope that you find some of the information here useful and informative.  Please share your thoughts and suggestions with us at justpeace@daga.org.hk.  Also, I urge you to take a look at our website at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace.  Some new information has been added to it in the past week.  

Any stories, grassroots quotes, cultural examples of justice, etc. are very much welcome.  

Conflict Transformation and Culture

The Great Lakes Region (GLR) of Africa comprises the countries of Burundi, Rwandi and Congo.  Following their independence from Belgium rule in the early 60s, there has been much conflict throughout these countries as they try to deal with the many divisions and disparities created during the colonial period.  

While peace efforts are being made at the national and international levels, there are also local initiatives that utilize traditional cultural values to work toward reconciliation and an eventual peace.  One such effort in Burundi takes the simple act of sharing food with the "enemy" as a way to move toward a calming of tensions and pave the way for dialogue.  To read about this initiative of building the foundations for peace, go to http://daga.dhs.org/urugopeace/Burundi/foodpeace.htm.  This is part of a new webpage that is still under construction called Urugo Peace.  The front page is http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/.

For further information about some of the conflicts in the GLR, go to http://peace.moveon.org/bulletin35.php3.

Stop War on Iraq

During Desert Storm some twelve years ago, the US military used uranium tipped bullets and other armor piercing devices against the people of Iraq.  This depleted uranium has remained in the country creating sever health problems for the people, especially the children.  The international sanctions against Iraq that followed the war have prevented the importation of medicines needed to treat diseases, including those resulting from the depleted uranium.  It is estimated that at least 500,000 children have died horrible deaths as a result of these sanctions and the depleted uranium left behind.  A very disturbing report with photos can be found at http://www.foto8.com/issue10/reportage/JBRussell/iraquranium01.html .  This report should further strengthen our resolve, not only to prevent war in Iraq, but to work for an end to the militarization that now dominates our world.

Another site with photos from the Gulf War can be found at http://www.digitaljournalist.org/issue0212/pt_intro.html.  While terrible to look at, these photos put a human face to war - a face that begs us to put a stop to all this madness. 

Youth Petition Against War

PEACEIncorporated is pleased to announce the official launch of the International Youth, for Peace in Iraq - Petition Signature Drive.

In an effort to help add the voices of young people to ongoing efforts to stop the possible United States Military invasion of Iraq before it starts, PEACEIncorporated, has drafted the International Youth, for Peace in Iraq - Resolution and Petition. Through online dialog with young people in the Middle East, Asia, Europe, North and South America, Africa and Australia, several points of unity were established in regards to the possible  invasion, President Saddam Hussein, Current Sanctions and Weapons Inspections, which led to the creation of the petition. If you agree with it, please sign the online version.

The petition can be found at:

http://www.ipetitions.com/campaigns/youthforpeaceinIraq/
Please distribute widely, especially to youth ages 12-21.

January 18 Actions Against War in Iraq

On Saturday, January 18, rallies were held around the world calling for an end to preparations for war on the people of Iraq.  The Center for Justpeace in Asia is collecting statements and petitions from around Asia that were distributed on this day for sharing on our Justpeace website.  If you or your group have produced statements, petitions, posters or other antiwar material, please share them with us so we can include them on our website as a sign of solidarity against war and a commitment to build justpeace.  The materials already collected can be found at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace under "Urgent". 

Martin Luther King Day, January 20, 2003

The third Monday of January is celebrated as Martin Luther King Day in America.  King once said, "Violence is the language of the unheard." (Martin Luther King, Jr. after the Watts riots).  This is a message we need to hear again and again.  When people are oppressed, they do not suffer their oppression in silence.  They cry out for justice.  If those cries go unheard, they may soon become acts of violence.  Wishing for peace is not enough.  We must hear the cries of those calling for justice, and we must act in ways that will cooperate with them to bring about new economic, political and social structures built on a foundation of justpeace.  

In a brief article entitled "The Spiritual Politics of Martin Luther King", Marty Jezer, AlterNet discusses King's dream of a "beloved community" where people of all ethnicities and faiths would live together in mutual respect.  Read the article at 

http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=14960
Reflections on Injustice

"India plus Pakistan is 20 percent of humanity. India plus Pakistan is a mere 5 percent of world income. India plus Pakistan have 45 percent of world's illiterates. India plus Pakistan have 50 percent of all malnourished children. India just by itself has the world's largest number of poor people in a single country. In absolute terms, at least 50 million Pakistanis and 350 million Indians live in extreme poverty (must earn during the day to eat dinner)."

Thus begins an article by Dr Farrukh Saleem entitled "Why are we Poor?".  In answer to this questions, Dr. Saleem goes on to say, "Over the last 5 years, India has spent $4.2 billion and Pakistan $2.6 billion on the importation of major conventional weapons. For India that converts to $4 on a per capita basis and $19 for every Pakistani man, woman and child. India and Pakistan remained the poorest of all countries but India is now the 5th largest importer of major conventional weapons while Pakistan is the 12th largest."

Read the complete article at:

http://www.jang.com.pk/thenews/jan2003-daily/12-01-2003/oped/o1.htm.

Quotes

"Violence is the language of the unheard." Martin Luther King, Jr. after the Watts riots

"Don't die for your religion.  Live up to it!"  From a banner at the Asia Social Forum held in Hyderabad, India.
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