Justpeace News

Vol.: 1, No: 20
Date: November 19, 2003

Website: http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace
To subscribe or unsubscribe send an email to: justpeace@daga.org.hk
========================================

1.  Introduction
2.  Important Websites 
3.  Books
4.  Organizations and Fellowships
5.  Iraq
6.  Campaigns
7.  Articles
8.  Quotes
========================================

1.  INTRODUCTION
Once Upon a Model - Or How Our Frameworks Supplant Our Legends
Jon Rudy
MCC Asia Peace Resource
September 17, 2003

Max Ediger, long term MCC Asia volunteer, invited me to a Justpeace workshop where he asked me to give a short presentation on peace building. Leave your models at home he said, this conference is going to tell stories of peacebuilding from the perspective of those who are in touch with the grassroots and are not highly educated. And so I did, or tried to keep my models at home. We westerners are so fond of our models, frameworks and scenarios that we hardly know how to speak without them. 

When our ancestors sat around the fire to tell stories they (the stories) got bigger with the telling and became legends and myths that shaped their communities. These stories were of heroes wrestling with the titanic forces that brought the cosmos and it's foundations into being. 

From our Judeo-Christian heritage come the stories of God spinning the world into being, a heavenly conflict of good and evil, and the selfless personification of God redeeming a fallen race of humans.

The enlightenment of our generation has paradigms. Our chronicles begin with "once upon a model". We have lost our connection to the forces that spin the earth because everything needs to be understood. Intellect, while part of a healthy balance, demands dissection and explanation. To grasp the gargantuan complexities of our universe by reduction into models is to strip the serendipity and mystery from our lives. 

I live and breath my models of conflict transformation and peace building. So, to present peacebuilding at this workshop in metaphoric form was quite a challenge. To do this, I had to resort to narratives. Stories involve people interacting with each other, human contact. 

Person to person interaction increases our awareness of the diversity of the world while moving that vastness into the heart. It is the heart that has the capacity to hold multiplicity while the intellect must simplify and package in order to understand. 

So to regain a big picture, one bigger than the mind can grasp, at the same time making peace, tell a story. Better yet listen for one. 

2.  IMPORTANT WEBSITES 
Asian Human Rights Commission
The Asian Human Rights Commission is pleased to announce the launch of a new webpage, http://bhumi.foodjustice.net. The page chronicles the struggle of a marginalized community in Maharashtra, India, to obtain and sow land that the government has for decades left idle, and is now seeking to return to the local elite. The page is being hosted by the website of the Permanent People's Tribunal on the Right to Food and the Rule of Law in Asia, to draw attention to the innate connection between access to land and availability of food.

3.  BOOKS
Communal Riots after Independence - A Comprehensive Account
A new book by the Centre for Study of Society and Secularism called Communal Riots entitled After Independence - A Comprehensive Account has be written by Ashgar Ali Engineer. This book has documented the riots, which took place in India after independence. There is hardly any other credible work of this kind. Communal violence occurs very frequently in India and yet much documentation has not been done. This is virtually the first book and is an outcome of real hard work and immense patience to find the data. It gives a comprehensive account of communal riots for a period of more than half a century with analytical tables, graphs and commentary etc. It may be found useful for scholars studying or researching in this field and the policy makers. Order from info@shiprapublications.com
Turning Our Grief into Action for Peace
"September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows: Turning Our Grief into Action for Peace" tells the story of how we (some families of 9/11 victims) came together to form the group (Lpeaceful Tomorrows), and how we have struggled to keep our losses from being used as a justification for further violence and terror. Written by David Potorti, along with original essays from members of the group including Ryan Amundson, Myrna Bethke, Derrill Bodley, Kelly Campbell, Colleen Kelly, Rita Lasar, Kristina Olsen, Andrew Rice, and Terry Rockefeller. See more about the book at http://www.peacefultomorrows.org/ 

4.  ORGANIZATIONS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Nonviolent Peaceforce
The Nonviolent Peaceforce is an international organization dedicated to creating a large-scale peace army of trained, paid civilians from every continent to intervene in conflict situations. Using proven nonviolent intervention techniques, Peaceforce teams help local peacemakers carry out and expand their work to transform violent conflicts. The Peaceforce is currently conducting a three-year pilot project in Sri Lanka and working with local groups in Burma, Israel/Palestine, and the Korean Peninsula. Visit their website at http://www.nonviolentpeaceforce.org/ 

Oak Human Rights Fellowship
The Oak Institute for the Study of International Human Rights was established in 1998 by a generous grant from the Oak Foundation. Each year, it hosts an Oak Human Rights Fellow to teach and conduct research while at residence in the College and organizes lectures and other events centered around the fellow's area of expertise. The purpose of the fellowship is to offer an opportunity for prominent practitioners in international human rights to take a sabbatical leave from their work and spend a period of up to a semester as a scholar-in-residence at the College. This provides the Fellow time for reflection, research, and writing. While all human rights practitioners are eligible, we especially encourage applications from those who are currently or were recently involved in "on-the-ground" work at some level of personal risk. The Oak Fellow's responsibilities include regular meetings with students either through formal classes or informal discussion groups and assistance in shaping a lecture series or symposium associated with the particular aspect of human rights of interest to the fellow. The fellow also is expected to participate in the intellectual life of the campus and enable our students to work or study with a professional in the human rights field. The Fellow will receive a stipend and College fringe benefits, plus round-trip transportation from the fellow¼s home site, housing for a family, use of a car, and meals on campus. The Fellow will also receive research support, including office space, secretarial support, computer and library facilities, and a student assistant. The Fellowship is awarded for the fall semester (Sept.-Dec.) each year. Following the period of the award, the fellow is expected to return to her or his human rights work.

For more information and to find out about the application process, go to their website at http://www.colby.edu/oak/
5.  IRAQ
Labor Organizing in Iraq
"THE THING that was really heartening to me was that under the most difficult conditions you can imagine, workers were not waiting one minute before they started organizing themselves." That was the report of labor journalist David Bacon, who traveled to Iraq as part of a delegation from U.S. Labor Against the War (USLAW) and activists from French unions. Read the entire article at http://socialistworker.org/2003-2/474/474_06_IraqiUnion.shtml
New Iraq Newsletter
A new weekly email newsletter is being produced by Alternet that will deliver the most important and insightful articles and news log items from their War on Iraq content file. Edited by "Five Biggest Lies" co-author Christopher Scheer, the newsletter will help readers keep a close eye on developments both at home and abroad relating to the occupation while always challenging the "conventional wisdom" on this so-called "main front of the war on terror."

Visit their website at http://www.alternet.org/ and sign up to receive it free.

6.  CAMPAIGNS
The Wall
In June 2002, Israel began building a massive wall through Palestine's West Bank, a wall designed to physically separate Palestinians and Israelis from one another. Called a "security barrier" by the Israeli military, the Wall is part of the largest land grab Israel has launched since it occupied the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem in 1967. The wall is dividing Palestinian cities, towns and villages, trapping Palestinians in open-air prisons reminiscent of apartheid South Africa and depriving them of access to their livelihoods, markets, hospitals, and schools. When completed, the wall will in effect annex nearly 50% of the West Bank to Israel. 

This week has been declared an international week of action against the wall. Learn more about this campaign at: http://stopthewall.org/http://stopthewall.org 

7.  ARTICLES
Depleted Uranium Weapons
THE WEAPONS OF WAR ARE QUIETLY CHANGING. The U.S. military's deadliest ammunition is now packed with depleted uranium -- radioactive waste left over from nuclear bombs and reactors. These so-called "hot rounds" penetrate armored tanks like a needle pierces burlap, vaporizing steel in hell-fires of 5,000 degrees Celsius. Unlike tungsten, the armor-piercing metal used since World War II that "mushrooms" when it hits a target, depleted uranium actually sharpens itself like a pencil as it bores into tanks. Flaming radioactive particles shear off in every direction on impact, igniting fuel tanks and whatever explosives the target might be carrying. With virtually no public oversight, radioactive weapons have replaced conventional weapons as the cornerstone of American military might. Whenever U.S. troops go to war, depleted uranium supplies the shock and awe. Read more about depleted uranium weapons at http://feedthefish.org/blog/materials/johnson.html
The Class Divide
In her book, Bridging the Class Divide, Linda Stout mentions an incident when low-income activists created a brochure that included the quote, "Something has got to be wrong when the government spends so much money on the military and nothing on me!" Somewhere in the production process, the quote was "corrected" to read, "I don't understand why the government spends so much money on the military and nothing on me." When the creators of the brochure saw the change, they were angry: "What do you mean we don't understand? Of course we understand! Do you think we're stupid or something?" (p. 119). Read The Class Divide by Cynthia Peters at http://www.zmag.org/sustainers/content/2003-10/25peters.cfm
Guns and Alternative Media? 

There are about 30,000 gun related deaths in the U.S. per year, plus a huge number of lesser violations ranging from minor wounds to lasting disabilities. Gun control of diverse sorts could hugely diminish these losses, yet U.S. gun control is ineffectual. On one side are gun manufacturers plus roughly 40 million U.S. gun owners. On the other side, are 240 million potential victims plus millions of people who have already suffered from the death of a family member or close friend. Domestic guns have violently killed more U.S. citizens since JFK was murdered then all wars in this century. That's right, more U.S. citizens have died in the last forty years from gun shots administered by other U.S. citizens or by themselves than have been killed in WWI, WWII, the Korean War, Vietnam, both Gulf Wars, and all other military engagements this century combined. And, for that matter, traffic and work-related fatalities occur at an even greater pace than gun fatalities and could each also be dramatically reduced by simple social policies. Read the entire article by Michael Albert at http://www.zmag.org/sustainers/content/2003-10/28albert.cfm 

Action for Aceh
For the first time a consultation on searching peaceful conflict solution in Aceh was held in Medan between the Moslem Religious Leaders from Aceh and Christian Religious Leaders of the North Sumatra on October 20 – 22, 2003. Read their statement and call to action at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/archives/articles/Recommendations_of_the_conference.doc
Thanksgiving for the Release of Prisoners
On October 25, a thanksgiving celebration called "Salam Du'a", meaning a peace gathering, was attended by all the families of the Basilan (Mindinao) detainees and local political and religious leaders who have helped in the struggle to free the victims of crackdown since 2001.  More prisoners are yet to be released.  Read more at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/archives/articles/release_of_moros.txt
Fascism -  the Emerging Threat to Indigenous People
In this article Goldy Goerge emphasises some of the major threats faced by the Dalits and Adivasis or Indigenous people of India.  Read the article at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/archives/articles/fascism_--_the_emerging_threat_to_indigenous_people.doc
8.  QUOTES 

In this issue of Justpeace News we share a few quotes from Mark Twain.  You can find more of his wisdom at http://www.twainquotes.com/
"We have a bastard Patriotism, a sarcasm, a burlesque; but we have no such thing as a public conscience. Politically we are just a joke."  marginalia written in Clemens' copy of The Future in America; A Search After Realities by H. G. Wells 

"[Patriotism] ...is a word which always commemorates a robbery. There isn't a foot of land in the world which doesn't represent the ousting and re-ousting of a longline of successive "owners" who each in turn, as "patriots" with proud swelling hearts defended it against the next gang of "robbers" who came to steal it and did--and became swelling-hearted patriots in their turn."  Mark Twain's Notebook 

"To be a patriot, one had to say, and keep on saying, "Our country, right or wrong," and urge on the little war. Have you not perceived that that phrase is an insult to the nation." Mark Twain - "Glances at History," 1906
"Statesmen will invent cheap lies, putting blame upon the nation that is attacked, and every man will be glad of those conscience-soothing falsities, and will diligently study them, and refuse to examine any refutations of them; and thus he will by and by convince himself that the war is just, and will thank God for the better sleep he enjoys after this process of grotesque self-deception."  "Chronicle of Young Satan"
"Man is the only animal that deals in that atrocity of atrocities, War. He is the only one that gathers his brethren about him and goes forth in cold blood and calm pulse to exterminate his kind. He is the only animal that for sordid wages will march out...and help to slaughter strangers of his own species who have done him no harm and with whom he has no quarrel. ..And in the intervals between campaigns he washes the blood off his hands and works for "the universal brotherhood of man"--with his mouth."

