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1.  INTRODUCTION
As a child, I was exposed to the concept of cultivation. Those who are familiar with cultivating – and in my case cultivating meant farming - know that it is hard work and time consuming. Also, cultivation requires good timing with the weather. 

Cultivation involves:

· Tilling the land, by turning the upper soil. This is done so as to remove the weeds and left over roots of plants from the previous harvest from the fields. 
· Preparing the land, by adding fertilizers. For this we usually used biological fertilizers like cow-dung, though sometimes chemical fertilizers were used. 
· Planting the seeds at the right time and with proper distance between the seeds being planted. The proper distance is necessary so that each plant may have sufficient sunlight and not crowd into each other; it also helped proper water supply during irrigation and spaying of pesticides. Planting the field at the right time is important, especially because too much rain or too little rain at the early growth of the plants can be damaging. 

· Then irrigating the field regularly and adding further fertilizers during the growth stage of the plants is required. 
· Protecting the crops from grazing animals is important. 

· Finally, the harvesting needs to be done when the crops are ripe. 

Peace making is like cultivating. The ground needs to be tilled, which involves identifying the weeds or the causes of injustice and violence. Then the ground needs to be prepared through the fertilizers of dialogue. It is difficult to solve issues if there is no communication. Once dialogue begins, and the ground seems to be prepared, that is when the time is appropriate, there are possibilities to sow the seeds of peace, or sow the ideas of possible solutions to the conflict situations. However, such seeds of solutions need to be constantly nurtured through the fertilizers of dialogue. During such times, it is also important to be wary of elements or setbacks that may seem to derail the process of peace building. This is similar to protecting the crops that you have planted. Continuous dialogue or proactive action will keep the seeds alive. Finally, the fully-grown plants are ready to be harvested or in other words the solutions that have undergone nurturing through dialogues need to be implemented.

Peacemaking is not an easy job, and involves a lot of hard work, but we are called to sow seeds of peace in situations of conflict and injustice. Many times, sowing peace may involve removing injustices or struggling against life-negating values. Many times, like in the parable of the Sower in the Bible (Mk. 4:1-8), the seeds may be eaten by the birds, or they may fall on rocks, or on weak ground, or may be destroyed by weeds. But as the story of the sower tells us, we need to continue sowing. It is important to remember that we reap what others have sown and others will reap what we sow. 

(This is a very brief exerpt from "Reflections on the Ecumenical Movement" by Rakesh Peter Dass, Christian Conference of Asia)
2.  IMPORTANT WEBSITES 
The Power and Interest News Report (PINR) is a global organization that provides analyses of conflicts and other international events. We are currently independently funded giving us the freedom to analyze objectively. PINR seeks to provide insight into various conflicts, regions and points of interest around the globe. We approach a subject based upon the powers and interests involved, leaving the moral judgments to the reader.  You can find it at http://www.pinr.com
InterfaithNews.Net (INN) was founded in 2002 by Joel Beversluis, late of CoNexus Multifaith Media, and Stephen Fuqua of Daystar Productions. The intent was to create a useful repository for interfaith news and stories on the Internet. With the support of the United Religions Initiative and the North American Interfaith Network, INN was launched in August of 2002.  It can be found at http://www.interfaithnews.net/topics.php?op=viewtopic&topic=14&PHPSESSID=398b678779ed3d9618fb3affd10291bb
The Society for Community Organization (SoCo), based in Hong Kong, works with marginalized communities throughout the territory.  Their brochure states, "Grassroots people are struggling day in and day out to keep their head above water.   It is most scornful to see economic development brings social inequality.   These deprived cannot enjoy our economic success.  They have been snubbed and fallen into oblivion.  Standing in the line of dejection are caged lodgers, tenants with financial difficiulties and living in appalling conditions, aged singletons, street-sleepers, mothers with no one-way permit to live in Hong Kong, families made up of new immigrants and boat dwellers. etc.  They are our serving targets."   Visit their website at http://www.soco.org.hk/index_e.htm.

Go to http://globalrichlist.com/ to find out how you rank in the world based on your annual income.

3.  BOOKS
A new book entitled "Human Rights and Responsibilities in the World" by Joseph Runzo et.al (eds) is now available from Amazon.  The book is published by One World Publications: Oxford, England and has a cross-cultural, interfaith perspective.

4.  ARTICLES
The opening of the 21st Century has been marked by the complete globalization of capitalism, the September 11th terrorist attacks, the subsequent bombing of Afghanistan, colonial occupation of Iraq and continued exploitation of 9.11 to strengthen elite positions. What relevance does the concept of Revolution have in this new century?  Read Michael Albert's thoughts on this question at http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=41&ItemID=3793
5.  AWARD
ERNEST RYAN GUEVARRA, 24, is recipient of the Reebok Human Rights Award in 2003. He is a physician and brings health services to people caught in conflict zones and helps innocent victims, particularly children to recover from the trauma. He founded the Medical Students for Social Responsibility. As a medical student, he co-organised the first Asia Pacific Training on Medicine and Human Rights in Manila and a conference in Sarajevo on the medical problems of refugees, landmine victims and the rights of children in conflict zones. He is now a volunteer doctor in Mindanao with the Medical Action Group. In 2003 he responded to the emergency crisis in Mindanao when government forces were routing Muslim rebel groups. Ernest provided emergency care to more than 20,000 refugees. You can read his acceptance for the Reebok Human Rights Award at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/archives/articles/My_story_is_their_stories.doc
6.  STATEMENTS
"Today the very foundation upon which human rights stand is under attack. Challenges to human rights were once largely restricted to relative grounds, such as culture and religion. This is no longer the case. Now the absolute principles themselves are being treated as inconvenient and irrelevant."   From the Asian Human Rights Commissions' Human Rights Day statement.  Read the entire statement at http://wcar.alrc.net/mainfile.php/News/74/
7.  Art
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"Escape from the Barbed Wires of Violence", by Barb Nelson Gingerich. Other artwork and articles on peace and justice can be found at http://peace.mennolink.org/.   Look at their "Free Clipart" section.

8.  QUOTES 

"When women are depressed, they eat or go shopping. Men invade another country. It's a whole different way of thinking." - Elayne Boosler US humourist 

"Military justice is to justice what military music is to music." - Groucho Marx 

"Indifference to the people in Africa who are suffering from AIDS must be challenged. Those of us who are in the church must use what moral authority we have to speak to those political and economic structures that the Bible refers to as the principalities and powers" that rule our age. We must raise our voices against those pharmaceutical corporations that overprice the new drugs that are able to slow down the effects of the HIV virus in those who are infected. We must call the corporate community to account when they value a profit more than the lives of people. We must speak out against a government that spends trillions of dollars to build up a military machine, but provides only a pittance to deal with the AIDS crisis that is destroying Africa. But please, for God's sake, do something!" - Tony Campolo, professor emeritus at Eastern University in St. Davids, PA.
"What kind of peace do we seek? Not a Pax Americana enforced on the world by American weapons of war. Not the peace of the grave or the security of the slave. I am talking about genuine peace, the kind of peace that makes life on earth worth living, the kind that enables men and nations to grow and to hope and to build a better life for their children - not merely peace for Americans but peace for all men and women - not merely peace in our time but peace for all time." - John F. Kennedy
"My challenge to my colleagues on the panel here, my challenge to each and every one of you: Are you willing to say 'no more in my name?' Muslims must not allow Osama bin Laden and like minded people to speak on behalf of Islam because they don't, and they must not be allowed to do so. Jews must not allow the State of Israel to become the representative of the Torah, the Tanach, ... and Christians must not allow this war in Iraq to become a war in the name of Christ as some may see it." - Imam Yahya Hendi, from the Georgetown University Islamic Center    

"Every minute someone around the globe is killed by armed violence. That means half a million people are killed every year.  And every year, 16 billion rounds of ammunition are produced. That’s two for every man, woman and child on the planet." - Oxfam America  

"An individual has not started living until he can rise above narrow confines of his individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity." - Martin Luther King, Jr.
"For people, we care; For justice, we act." - From SoCo Christmas card.
"This fence is here for your protection. Do not approach or try to cross or you will be shot." - Sign place by the American military on a razor wire fence surrounding the Iraqi village of Abu Hishma 

"With a heavy dose of fear and violence, and a lot of money for projects, I think we can convince these people we are here to help them." - Lt. Col. Nathan Sassaman, the man in charge of surrounding the village of Abu Hishma with razor wire
