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Welcome to the 5th issue of Justpeace News. Once again, this issue provides information about some of the actions taking place around the world to protest a war against Iraq and to promote peaceful solutions instead. If you would like to share your activities or suggestions for action, send them to justpeace@daga.org.hk. 

1. CAMBODIA
URGENT -- Call to Action
The international community is under strong pressure from the United States and Britain to give their support for military action against Iraq. While many Governments [with a few courageous exceptions] are bowing to this pressure, ordinary citizens in the U.S. and around the world are increasingly alarmed at the prospect of war. 

February 15-16 will be a weekend of demonstrations and events around the world protesting war against Iraq. Here in Cambodia we are urging citizens of all countries to add your voices to the international campaign, by delivering your opinions to embassy and international representatives.

The petition below is being circulated for people to sign.

WE URGE OUR GOVERNMENTS TO RESIST THE CALL TO WAR!
War on Iraq will not bring peace or prosperity -- not to Iraqis, not to the Middle East, not to the world. Instead it will increase poverty and suffering and fuel ethnic and religious conflict. 

Military action will not bring security and democracy. Instead it will increase regional and global instability. 

We know from our experience in Cambodia that the damage and destruction of war continue long after the official declaration of peace. We also know that it is ordinary citizens who would suffer the most from the bombings, displacement, and destruction of their homes, livelihoods, and society. 

We ask you to turn away from militarism and to use every means possible to support and find non-military solutions. A united international community can win without war. 

2. HONG KONG
Why the War on Iraq Concerns Us All?
A public forum sponsored by the Asian Peace Alliance
12 February 2003, 9:30 am to 1:00 pm
The Salisbury, YMCA of Hong Kong
41 Salisbury Road, Kowloon

In Hong Kong, we often tend to view political events in the Middle East as distant, and possibly irrelevant to our everyday lives. However, as an invasion of Iraq by the US and Britain gains momentum, very real questions abound about the potential repercussions for the rest of the world. If anything, it is becoming increasingly clear that any war on Iraq should be a concern for people around the world, and that public knowledge and debate about the issue should be encouraged everywhere. 

For this reason, the Asian Peace Alliance has gathered together a panel of speakers representing the diplomatic community, the academe, humanitarian aid groups, and Alliance members who will attempt to address the theme of the forum: "Why the war on Iraq concerns us all". Each of the speakers will have the opportunity to explain and elaborate their stance and observations on this issue, according to the organisation or field of study that they represent. 

It is hoped that in the process of presenting and discussing the speakers¡¦ arguments, the forum will be able to give members of the public an opportunity to hear and assess the different arguments that are in circulation surrounding this issue. We hope that this, in turn, will generate a wider discussion on this issue of a potential invasion of Iraq. 

Secretariat of the Asian Peace Alliance
C/o ARENA Flat 6, 13/F
Block A, Fuk Keung Industrial Building
66-68 Tong Mi Rd, Kowloon 
Hong Kong

Interfaith Cooperation and Response to the Crisis in Iraq

Introduction
Representatives of various religious communities met on Jan. 24, 2003 at the Hong Kong Christian Institute, to share their concerns about the crisis in Iraq. The representatives decided that their various faith traditions share the same commitment to peace and the affirmation of life. In prayer, all of the religious traditions represented confess our human frailty and ask for divine intervention in order to bring peace to this world. In our prayers, we join hands and express our compassion for the current crisis facing humanity, especially the people of Iraq. Based on this stance, we have decided to work together as interreligious peacemakers and to extend an invitation to members of various religions in Hong Kong to hold the people of Iraq in prayer on the weekend of Feb. 14 to 16, 2003, during their worship services and religious activities on these days.

Affirmation of Faith for Peace
As people of faith of various religious communities in Hong Kong, we Muslims, Taoists, Buddhists, Catholics and Protestants jointly express our deep concern for the current increasing momentum for war against Iraq that will have grave consequences for the lives of the people of the country.

We want to underline that we make this affirmation of faith for peace based, not on any political stance toward any particular country, but rather on the values of our faith traditions which compel us to speak out for peace and the preservation of life. In war, the civilian population suffers disproportionately. We fear that tens of thousands of Iraqi civilians will perish in any conflict. We, therefore, cannot support war in Iraq, for we believe that there are alternative ways to resolve the current crisis in a peaceful manner. It depends upon whether the international community has the political will to do so. Furthermore, unilateral action by one country, or a few countries, should not replace the role of the international community.

We thus call upon the international community to use non-violent means to settle the outstanding issues in Iraq for the lives of all people of all nations are sacred.

One reason, we believe, for social instability and violence between and within countries is political, social, economic, and cultural injustice. Interreligious dialogue and cooperation contribute to resolving injustice in a peaceful manner, and thus, we pledge ourselves to continue to work together for peace and justice within countries and between countries.

3. MALAYSIA
Stop the War Coalition
The Stop The War Coalition, Malaysia, was launched on Jan 24 at a forum in Penang organised by the Penang Office for Human Development (POHD) in association with the Penang Justice and Peace Commission, Jamaah Islah Malaysia (JIM), Kumpulan Kemajuan Masyarakat (KKM), Women's Centre for Change (WCC), Aliran Kesedaran Negara (ALIRAN), Suara Rakyat Malaysia (SUARAM) and Penang Diocese Youth Network (PDYN).

So far, 45 organisations and NGOs have joined this broad-based, multi-ethnic, multi-religious anti-war coalition and endorsed a memorandum.

To see more information about this group's activities visit this website:

http://www.malaysia.net/aliran/stopwar.html


4. PHILIPPINES
On February 1, a huge rally called "Stand for Peace" in solidarity with the people of Iraq and the worldwide campaign against the impending war on Iraq was held in Manila. No less than Vice President Teofisto Guingona headed the prayer rally. More than 300 Moro people joined the protest rally under the Muslim for the Solidarity for the People of Iraq alliance. 

According to news reports, there were more than a thousand rallyist composed of Muslims, Christians, peace activists and people's organizations. The rally was held in the historic Plaza Miranda, situated in the heart of Manila.

Although media coverage is being censored by the national government, it is hoped that the rally will help in the growing strength of anti-war protests throughout the world. There are also plans for the international day of protest on February 15.

5. USA
Poets against the war 

Poet Sam Hamill was recently invited by Laura Bush to attend a reception and White House Symposium on "Poetry and the American Voice" that was to be held on Wednesday, February 12, 2003. In response, Sam Hamill called on all concerned people to submit poems protesting war and urging peace. He planned to bring these poems to the White House Symposium and read them. When the White House heard of the plan, the symposium was immediately cancelled. Now Sam Hamill is calling on people worldwide to make February 12 a day of poetry reading to protest war on Iraq. All poems on peace submitted to the movement will be printed and presented to the Bush administration. To learn more about this movement, and to submit your own poems, go to this website: http://poetsagainstthewar.org/

Iraq Hasn't Wronged Us
The National Council of Churches will begin airing a television commercial in which a bishop of the United Methodist Church, President Bush's denomination, says going to war against Iraq "violates God's law and the teachings of Jesus Christ." Read details at this web address: 

http://www.commondreams.org/headlines03/0131-02.htm

6. THAILAND
In response to a possible war against Iraq, a community and school peace outreach campaign will run from 3 Feb until 14 Feb. The campaign is being led by Workers Democracy Group, Thai People Inter-Religions Network for Peace and Artists Network for Peace under the banner of United for Peace. The mobile campaign unit will go to Thammasat University, Chulalongkorn University, Ramkhamhaeng University, King Rama V Technological College, Pra Athit Road, Khao Sarn Road and Siam Square.

On 15 Feb, about 30 musical groups and rock bands will be playing at a peace rally. In attendance will also be various art exhibitions and activities, including poetry reading, dance, play and performance art. 

Exhibitions and update information about the situation in Iraq and suggestions for more peace activiaties will also be provided for people in Lumpini park throughout the day.

Several posters have also been created and sent by email to individuals and groups. They can print these posters out, or create there own. 

7. Evidence for War?
Speaking to the United Nations on Wednesday, in an address that was broadly portrayed as a case for war with Iraq, Secretary of State Colin Powell argued that, "Iraq today is actively using its considerable intelligence capabilities to hide its illicit activities." To support that claim, Powell said, "I would call my colleagues attention to the fine paper that United Kingdom distributed yesterday, which describes in exquisite detail Iraqi deception activities." 

That "fine paper" it turns out is not so fine. Read more about it at this webpage:

http://www.thenation.com/thebeat/index.mhtml?bid=1

Since economic sanctions were imposed on a defeated Iraq after the Gulf War of 1990-91, TNI and its Fellows have been among the hundreds of thousands of activists and institutions around the world protesting the devastation the US-UK policy brought to Iraqi's civilian population. From 1998, when Washington and London began regular bombing of Iraq in the so-called "no-fly zones", TNI protested this illegal, non-UN approved escalation. Read their excellent papers and analysis on this website: http://www.tni.org/issues/iraq/iraq.htm

In an interesting position paper, an organization of veteran intelligence professionals calls into question Secretary Powell's presentation to the United Nations and the rationale for war. Read their paper here: http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=15127

8. Actions for Youth
CALL TO YOUTH AGES 12-25

Now, is the time for everyone to get involved in efforts to stop the invasion of Iraq before it starts, especially youth!

Young people under the age of twenty-five represent over THREE BILLION of the world's 6,271,933,556 population. Many young people worldwide, representing all races, genders, colors, religions, denominations and faiths are already taking action and making their voices heard in favor of a peaceful outcome to the present United States Government's conflict with the Iraqi Government. More voices and actions are urgently needed! The momentum for peace must quickly increase, or hundreds-of-thousands of lives could be lost through yet another war in Iraq.

Suggestions for action are:

1. Wear the Gear: 100% Cotton, short sleeve Tee-Shirts are now available. They have a color graphic stating "No War in Iraq - Question Everything!" Your organization logo can also be included on the back. More information is available in the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website: http://www.peaceinc.org/youthaction/question.htm

2. Make Your Voice Heard: Please sign the International Youth, for Peace in Iraq Petition. You might also consider downloading and printing our activism kit and get others in your school, or organization involved by collecting signatures from your friends and classmates as well. You will find both in the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website above.

3. Get Active: Help bring awareness to the responsibility we all share in making our world safer and more peaceful for everyone by downloading, printing and displaying "Increase Peace" flyers. These flyers replace bulls-eyes with faces of those who will be effected the most if the United States and Allied Forces invade Iraq. To download and find out where and how to display flyers, Please visit the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website:

http://www.peaceinc.org/youthaction/actions.htm

4. Activate Others: Talk to your family, friends and classmates. Ask them how they feel about this situation. Express your viewpoints. You might also consider obtaining permission to use the public address system at your school to make daily public service announcements. A short script is available in the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website:

http://www.peaceinc.org/youthaction/60secondradio.htm

5. Take Action A Step Further: PEACEIncorporated has adopted and simplified a similar campaign to that of the "Feed Them - Don't Bomb Them" campaign, originally started by the "Fellowship of Reconciliation". This project calls for sending small packages of rice to the President of the United States with a message that states: "If you want to take action that will Increase Peace - Drop food rather than bombs on the People of Iraq. Don't Attack Iraq." More information is available in the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website: http://www.peaceinc.org/youthaction/feedthem.htm

6. Network And Participate: There are many activities planned in February and March, such as teach-ins, walk-outs, rallies, demonstrations, protests, marches, runs, walks and rides. All are calling for a peaceful outcome to the very volatile situation between the United States Government and the Iraqi Government. Just like signatures on our petition - the more young people that get involved - the better the chances are of stopping the possible invasion before it starts. Several excellent resources for event listings are posted in the "Youth Action" section of the PEACEIncorporated website: http://www.peaceinc.org/youthaction/getinvolved.htm 

For the first time in history, your actions could help stop a United States Military invasion before it starts and also save the lives of many innocent men, women and children in the process. So, what are you waiting for? Let's make history!

PEACEIncorporated
902 West Maple Street
Fayetteville, AR 72704
(479) 313-3226
peaceinc@cox-internet.com
http://www.peaceinc.org
9. QUOTES
Time Magazine's European Edition Web Site Poll "Which country poses the greatest danger to world peace in 2003?" With several hundred thousand votes cast, the results were: 

North Korea: 7 percent 
Iraq: 8 percent 
United States: 84 percent. 

Jimmy Carter: "Since it is obvious that Saddam Hussein has the capability and desire to build an arsenal of prohibited weapons and probably has some of them hidden within his country, what can be done to prevent the development of a real Iraqi threat? The most obvious answer is a sustained and enlarged inspection team, deployed as a permanent entity until the United States and other members of the U.N. Security Council determine that its presence is no longer needed. For almost eight years following the Gulf War until it was withdrawn four years ago, UNSCOM proved to be very effective in locating and destroying Iraq's formidable arsenal, including more than 900 missiles and biological and chemical weapons left over from their previous war with Iran. Even if Iraq should come into full compliance now, such follow-up monitoring will be necessary. The cost of an on-site inspection team would be minuscule compared to war, Saddam would have no choice except to comply, the results would be certain, military and civilian casualties would be avoided, there would be almost unanimous worldwide support, and the United States could regain its leadership in combating the real threat of international terrorism." 

To read Jimmy Carter's entire statement visit this page: http://www.cartercenter.org/viewdoc.asp?docID=1165&submenu=news

Trojan queen Hecuba when asked what war looks like is quoted as saying, "Like the backside of a baboon."

