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Introduction

February 15 and 16 were historic days because they brought together one of the largest global peace rallies since the days of the US war against Viet Nam. The significance of these rallies was not only the numbers involved, but also the fact that the participants came from a broad coalition of religious, political, ethnic and national groups. The common voice these groups raised will be difficult for political leaders to ignore, but it does not mean that the threat of war is over or that we can sit back now and rest.

We must keep in mind that the issue we need to address is the need for justice in the political, economic and social structures that are now attempting to govern our world and dictate our relationships. Peace can never exist while there is so much spent on the vast global military machine while many millions of people worldwide are hungry, homeless, sick and without work. Peace also can never exist if human relationships are manipulated by global economics that places the profits of a few above the welfare of the human community. Our calls for peace must clearly address these injustices because a true justpeace requires that justice be the foundation for all our relationships. 

In this issue of Justpeace News, we will share some of the information we have gathered in the past week from friends around the world. There are reports of activities that were carried out on February 15 and 16, as well as suggestions for more actions we can participate in. In the weeks ahead, we will attempt to continue sharing this kind of information with you and do welcome your feed back. If you wish to respond to any of these items, or if you wish to share some of your own activities and suggestion, please do so at justpeace@daga.org.hk.
Articles

An interesting analysis of the growing global peace movement is an article by Judy Rebick called "A People's Led Globalization Emerges." You can read it at http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?SectionID=41&ItemID=3059
An article that gives some details about the biological and chemical weapons provided to Iraq by the US and Britain can be found at http://www.ahherald.com/readers_write/2002/021121_iraq_weapons.htm
South Pole, Antartica

"We organized a rally here at the US Amundsen-Scott Station, South Pole, Antarctica. We were only five rallying, probably the smallest protest in the world. Antarctica is the only continent where no wars ever happened and where all countries recognise that the only way to survive is collaboration." 

Paolo G. Calisse, Amundsen-Scott Station, South Pole, Antarctica This is courtesy of the BBC News Website)
Turkey

The Peace Initiative of Turkey invites you to endorse, undertake and circulate the following campaign. It will be very helpful if you can inform them about your actions at peaceturkey@ttnet.net.tr or ayseberktay@superonline.com.
WE SHALL STOP THE WAR 

Bush has obtained authorization to use nuclear arms. We are on the verge of a major disaster. The only power that can prevent this tragedy is that of the world public. We call on all those people all over the world who are against war to join forces in JOINT and CONTINOUS action. 

THE ACTION IS VERY SIMPLE 

Every night at 20:00 pm local time, we will flick lights on and off for one minute wherever we are, be it our office or car and at the same time, we will make darkness reverberate with the sound of our whistles, horns, pots and pans to make others see and hear our protest. 

If we can spread the word of this action, millions of people who say "What can I do by myself?" will get involved as the lights of millions of houses flicker like fireflies. 

Further more you can organise special events where lights will be turned off to get press and TV coverage. 

Have TV channels broadcast your most popular writers, artists, stars flicking their lights on and off to participate in the campaign. 

Have trade unions, professional chambers and organisations, non-governmental organizations call their members to participate in the action.

A WORLD FREE OF WAR IS POSSIBLE! 

(This action campaign was implemented in Turkey in February 1997, against corruption involving MPs, police officers and mafia, and achieved unprecedented participation in the civil disobedience history of Turkey. Over %60 of Turkish population participated in this successful action campaign.)
Australia

Friends in Australia suggested some good reading. 

1. FLIES AND THE DEAD

The article by Fisk (Independent, 26/1/03), "Does Tony have any idea what the flies are like that feed the dead", should be required reading before any discussion on going to war. http://www.dissidentvoice.org/Articles/Fisk_WarHorrors.htm
2. THE PEACE

2.1. Some references to church protests:

* Pope sends special envoy to Baghdad, Vatican, 10/2/03 http://www.al-bushra.org/hedchrch/pope25.html
* Pope's answer to Rumsfeld pulls no punches in opposing war, National Catholic Reporter, 11/2/03 http://www.natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives/021403/021403e.htm
* Christian leaders prominent in anti-war movement, Reuters, 8/2/03 http://www.reuters.com/printerFriendlyPopup.jhtml?type=topNews&storyID=2192937
* An Israeli speaks out against Iraq war, Tikkun, 9/2/03 http://www.tikkun.org/index.cfm/action/current/article/150.html
2.2. The French, German and Russian joint declaration on Iraq (BBC News, 10/2/03 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/2746885.stm
3. THE WAR

3.1. Report on Iraq: Our Common Responsibility: The Impact of a New War in Iraqi Children, War Child Canada, 30/1/03 http://www.warchild.ca/report.asp
3.2. Hoodwinked!! How the UK hoodwinked the people: * A piece of plagiarism? (BBC News, 7/2/03) http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/low/uk_politics/2736149.stm
Iraq dossier 'solid' - Downing Street, (BBC News, 7/2/03) http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/2735031.stm
4. AND AFTER!

4.1. Oil plays starring role in plans for post Hussein Iraq, Christian Science Monitor, 11/2/03 http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0211/p02s02-woiq.htm
4.2. The Iraq Bush will build, The Guardian, 9/2/2003 http://www.guardian.co.uk/Print/0,3858,4601908,00.html
5. THEN KOREA, IRAN, ETC.

5.1. Rumsfeld sees rising dangers in North Korea, Associated Press, 9/2/03 http://news.findlaw.com/ap_stories/i/1104/2-9-2003/20030209091502_25.html
5.2. Khatami says Iran mines uranium for nuclear plant, Reuters, 9/2/03 http://www.planetark.org/dailynewsstory.cfm/newsid/19776/story.htm
Christian Peacemaker Teams, USA

February 12, 2003

IRAQ: Nonviolent action alert

In solidarity with the people of Iraq, members of Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) and Iraq Peace Teams will be visiting electric plants, water treatment and sewage facilities and schools in Iraq this week. They will unfurl banners saying: "If facilities like this one are bombed, it will be a war crime under the Geneva Convention." The campaign in Iraq is part of a week-long series of actions leading up to the big anti-war rallies across the world on February 15 and 16.

During the 1991 Gulf War, many electric plants, water treatment and sewage plants and schools were bombed. These actions have caused death and disease for the people of the country for the past twelve years. The UN sanctions have prevented materials that could be used to re-build the facilities from entering the country. Contaminated water causes untold health problems, particularly for children. To bomb these sites again would compound the suffering of the Iraqi people.

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US. FLY BANNERS IN THE U.S., CANADA, AND AROUND THE WORLD! At a local electric plant OR at a local water treatment or sewage plants, during the week of February 10 thru 15. Anytime later would be good, too.

JOIN US AS WE CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS AGAINST THE U.S. AGGRESSION IN IRAQ!

(For more information and for reports from the CPT team now in Iraq, go to http://www.prairienet.org/cpt/
NION USA

The Not In Our Name Project is calling on the entire peace movement to join together in a national day before the war begins, a day when everybody stops normal activity and participates in many different forms of opposition to the war. Hopefully this can happen by the end of the month. Watch for details at http://www.notinourname.net.
Cambodia

16 Feb. 2003
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Press Release by: War - Not In Our Name! (NION Cambodia) 

As protests against an invasion of Iraq took place around the world on Saturday and Sunday, a group of expatriates living in Cambodia added their voice of opposition at a press conference and at embassies around Phnom Penh on Friday.

At the press conference on Thursday, speakers from Not In Our Name (NION) cogently argued that the humanitarian cost of the war would far outweigh the benefits of aggression, citing the suffering caused by war in Cambodia's past.

Speakers Patricia de Boer, Sebastian Marot, and Jenny Pearson underscored the terrible irony of using war to to address terrorism and disarmament. "Killing the men, women and children of Iraq would not be a show of strength-- it would be a show of moral cowardice. It would also be the best gift that George Bush could give to terrorist organizations, " stated Ms. de Boer.

The speakers urged nations to support rigorous UN weapons inspections as an alternative to an invasion that could result in the death of tens of thousands, leaving many others homeless, destitute and without healthcare.

On Friday NION representatives of citizens from a wide range of nationalities visited embassies and embassy officials to communicate their opposition to an invasion of Iraq. Representatives delivered a copy of a petition gathered in Phnom Penh, and pressed embassy officials to send word of NION's opposition to their respective central governments.

NION activists were welcomed at 11 embassies, including the USA, the UK, Germany, France, Japan, and Russia. The British ambassador stated that he could make no comment while the US representative indicated that they are closely watching international opinion. NION members are organizing more embassy visits for this week.

Over a period of two weeks leading up to the embassy visits, volunteers collected 1,529 signatures to the petition opposing the war. "We ask [governments] to turn away from militarism and use every means possible to support and find a non military solution", the petition states.

Organizers timed the event to coincide with demonstrations against the war in Iraq which took place around the world over the weekend. Protesters numbered 1 million in London, 100,000 in New York, 150,000 in Melbourne, 200,000 in Damascus and 1.3 million in Barcelona, while smaller protests took place in as many as 600 cities and towns globally.

NION member Patrick Mosolf said, "We're pleased that we were able to offer our voice in solidarity with the millions demonstrating around the world, especially in Cambodia where history clearly teaches us that war has devastating long term consequences for ordinary people."

NION members plan to continue advocating for a non- violent solution in upcoming weeks if war rhetoric continues from the US government.

For further information contact: notinourname@forum.org.kh
Soldiers Against War USA

Veterans of past wars, parents of American soldiers now sent to the Middle East, and some US soldiers themselves, are beginning to protest US global policy. 

Read about some of their actions at http://www.citizen-soldier.org/index.html
Quotes

"Please contact Bush and tell him to stop terrorizing the world!"
(From the Asia Peace Alliance conference held in Hong Kong, February 12, 2003)

"Relax George"
(Banner at peace rally in Hong Kong, February 15, 2003)

"There may still be two superpowers on the planet: the United States and world public opinion." 
(The New York Times after the mammoth Feb. 15-16 demonstrations) 

"One thing must be clear. When we say we oppose a war on Iraq, it does not mean that we support Saddam."
(from one of the speakers at the peace rally held in Hong Kong)

