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1. Introduction


These days we hear too often from those promoting a war against Iraq that there are no other options. War, they say, is the only way to bring peace to the Middle East. It is suggested that all other options have been tried and have failed so now the world must resort to the most extreme form of violence in order to guarantee security and peace. There are also suggestions that refusing to wage war against Iraq means deciding to do nothing. This could not be further from reality. There are always many options for dealing with any problem. 

In reality war becomes the only option when the ability to think and communicate (listening as well as giving ideas) no longer exists, when there is no more wisdom, no more compassion and no more creativity left to seek more humane and civilized ways of settling conflicts. In other words, when war becomes the world's only option, humanity has failed. Surely, with all of the progress the world has made in terms of education, science and human development there still remains sufficient wisdom, compassion and creativity to find better ways of ending this conflict. The good news is that there are those who remain committed to finding these better ways. One such interesting suggestion can be found at www.sojo.net 

This issue of Justpeace News shares some other ideas, dreams and actions of the prophets of peace. 

If you wish to respond to any of these items, or if you wish to share some of your own activities and suggestion, please do so at justpeace@daga.org.hk. If you wish to see back issues of Justpeace News, go to http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace. 

2. Hong Kong


About 15 NGOs in Hong Kong have created a coalition called the No War Coalition. Among a variety of activities which they have carried out and are planning for the future is one called the Iraq Mobile Education Project or IMEP. The aim of the IMEP is to bring more people into the peace movement by exposing them to the reality of life in Iraq under sanctions and a possible war. 

Photographs showing the happy, fearful as well as sad faces of Iraqi children, women and men have been printed along with stories and interviews with Iraqi people made by visitors to that country in the last two years. These materials can be either hung on wires or attached to boards in public places such as universities, schools, churches, mosques, shopping malls, bus stops etc. They can easily be put up and taken down so that the exhibit can move from place to place and be adapted for each particular audience. 

The exhibit can also be used to bring people together for panel discussions, marches and other peace activities. A CD with Iraqi music and well-known peace songs is also supplied. In the future other audio visual aides will be added to the mobile exhibition. 

The No War Coalition believes that when people see the faces of the Iraqi people and read their stories they will be encouraged to join more actively in the peace movement. 

If you want to know more about the Iraq Mobile Education Project, write to justpeace@daga.org.hk. 

3. Iraqi Political Exile 


An Iraqi political exile writes, "Killing and torture in Iraq is not random, but has long been directly linked to politics - and international politics at that. Some of the gravest political repression was in 1978-80, at the time of the Iranian revolution and Soviet intervention in Afghanistan. But the Iraqi people's greatest suffering has been during periods of war and under the sanctions of the 1990s. There are political issues that require political solutions and a war under any pretext is not what Iraqis need or want." Read more at http://politics.guardian.co.uk. 

4. Israel 


The East Jerusalem YMCA Statement on Iraq 
The East Jerusalem YMCA stands in complete opposition to an attack on Iraq, given that it is not justified. So far there is no evidence of any weapons of mass destruction. 

The build up of armed forces and military equipment preceded the UN inspectors' reports. The intentions for hostilities were already there without any evidence. 

War on Iraq will not only be disastrous to the people of Iraq, but will also for many countries and parties in the area, not to mention its negative effect on global relations. 

The war will completely divert the attention of the international community from the on-going conflict in the Middle East and specifically the Palestinian issue. 

The war will cause the international community to become distracted with causes other than the root cause of the current uncertainly, death, humiliation, harassment, demolition of homes, confiscation of land, and property, curfews, sieges, checkpoints, incursions and the various oppressive practices used by the Israeli occupation forces in Palestine. 

For the last thirty-six years Israel ignored UN resolutions, which in turn will bring quiet to the area. The United States of America's administration continues to practice a double standard, rather than pressuring Israel to comply with the same resolutions approved by the United States of American. This poses a big question mark regarding the hidden agenda and intentions of Israel towards Palestine and the Palestinians, and the credibility of the United States act as an honest broker. 

The war, God forbid, if it happens will be viewed as but another Crusade. The Crusade of 1000 years ago caused greater harm to the Christian communities than the Moslems. This war (Crusade) will bring an end to the Christian presence in the birthplace of our faith. 

There is a long way away from wars and rumours of wars if we were to take the two track way, namely addressing the issue of peace and justice in the Middle East by ending the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian lands taken in 1967 and doing away with all conventional weapons and weapons of mass destruction in all countries in the Middle East. 

The short cut to Baghdad is through Jerusalem. This is what Bishop Riah Abu El-Assal said to Prime Minister Tony Blair during their meeting on 18 February 2003, as a member of the Ecumenical Delegation in London. 

Therefore there is a need for all of us to join hands and to see to it that first and foremost, that the road map worked out but the Quartet be placed on the table and its implementation begun; only when the international community is able to reunite on issues so delicate and God forbid, that forces used will be as His Holiness Pope John Paul said 'a defeat.' 

We in the Church and church related organizations are committed anew to our struggle against evil in our work, wherever it may be, never resorting to the weapons of the evildoers, but to the weapons of God. 

Happy are those who work for peace, for they will be known as the children of God. Mathew 5:9 The Rt. Rev. Riah Abu El-AssalJudeh Majaj Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem General Secretary Chairperson of the Board.
5. Thailand 


On February 15, more than 3,000 people gathered in Bangkok, Thailand to call for peace. At the rally, the following statement was read. 

"Too often our struggles for peace and justice are framed as battles against one thing or another. But there is power and inspiration in exchanging the 'anti' for the 'pro.' Yes, we are against war, but in a much larger and more comprehensive sense, we are for peace. This may seem like a minor matter of semantics, but language is power and we must be careful not to let ourselves or others frame our passions in a way that limits us. 

To that end let me say that I support peace with Iraq. That is not to say that I approve of Saddam Hussein. The responsibility for peace falls as much with Hussein as with Bush and Blair. But the idea being propagated by the West that war begets peace is as logical as hate begetting love or darkness begetting light. 

The conflict with Iraq does not require especially creative new innovations in conflict resolution; there are plenty of mechanisms in place to facilitate a peaceful end to this standoff. The fact is, those mechanisms -- chiefly the United Nations -- are not being accorded the respect and authority they require to be effective. By eliminating the one peaceful alternative - diplomacy and negotiation -- the United States and Britain are attempting to make war the only option. And war is never the only option. 

There is a massive groundswell making itself apparent this weekend of 15 February 2003 in the form of the largest global simultaneous peace gathering in history. The potential power of such an outpouring of emotion is staggering. Yet imagine how much more invigorating it could be if we imagined it not so much as an angry, fist-pounding expression of rage and frustration, but as a massive affirmation of a common human faith in the virtues of harmony, love, respect, dignity, and fairness?" 

6. Boycott in Thailand


Muslims in Thailand's southern provinces have launched a campaign to boycott American products to show their opposition to an American invasion of Iraq. Their targets include soft drink brands such as Pepsi and Coca-Cola and the Kentucky Fried Chicken and McDonald's restaurant chains. Religious, youth and student leaders in Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat have distributed leaflets to Islamic communities urging them to stop buying American brands. Read more details at www.bangkokpost.com. 

7. Nepal


In Nepal, people gathered at the Stupa of Baudhanath to light 50,000 traditional oil lamps as a symbol for peace. More details and a photo can be found at www.buddhistnews.tv. 

8. US Artists


A group of artists and writers in New York City calling themselves the "Baghdad Snapshot Action Team" are making waves with a very simple public statement. They have taken snapshots of average Iraqis and began posting them around the city to remind Americans just exactly who it is that will die in an attack in Iraq. For their cleverness, two of them were arrested last week. Read more at www.anitaroddick.com. 

9. US Virtual March


A "virtual march" on Washington DC inundated the switchboards, fax machines and email accounts of many government offices on. This was a creative way to let members of the government know that a very large portion of the public do not approve of a war on Iraq. Read the report at www.alternet.org/waroniraq. 

10. What about the Iraqi People


"The country today is very much concerned about the young Americans in the military whose lives will be endangered in an attack upon Iraq. But in the event of that attack, who in the White House will take responsibility for the never-mentioned yet inevitable slaughter of Iraqi civilians whose sole offense was getting in the way of a regime change?" This article by Peter Matthiessen entitled LIGHTING THE FUSE Freeing the Iraqi People to Death can be read at www.oriononline.org. 

11. Africa


The UrugoPeace website that covers issues in the Great Lakes Region of Africa has been updated and has a few new articles. One that tells of a woman in Burundi who has created a shelter for child victims of war and AIDS is especially interesting. To read this article and other news from Burundi and Rwanda, go to urugopeace. 

12. Women's Day Activities


On International Women's Day this March 8, a large peace rally is being organized to surround the White House in Washington DC. For more information, go to www.unitedforpeace.org. 

13. Quotes


I read in our paper here that the US is spending $1.6 billion dollars a month for the war on terror. That translates to:

$53.3 million dollars a day
$2.22 million dollars an hour
$37,037 dollars a minute
--Email from the Philippines 
"Peace may be elusive and still not a reality, yet somehow it could fill the hearts of those who seek & struggle for it. PEACE, therefore, is really worth struggling for!" Mindanao, Philippines

