1. Introduction


The war on Iraq has started. We do not feel safer and more secure. War does not bring such feelings. Rather we feel frightened, angry, sad and frustrated. But in response to the sight of "smart" bombs and missiles plowing into the streets and buildings of Baghdad and other Iraqi cities the peace movement grows. In a March 23 peace rally in Hong Kong, one speaker said, "This is not an anti-war rally. Rather it is a rally to affirm the sanctity of all life. The lives of every Iraqi man, woman and child is precious and we want to say that they are not mere collateral damage. They are our sisters and our brothers. We are not simply opposed to war. We are calling for global economic and political justice so that international peace can truly be a possibility in our future." 

This issue of Justpeace News shares some stories from Iraq as well as peace activities from around the world. We hope that you will find it useful, and that it will inspire you to continue your work of building a world free from war machines, political manipulation and economic injustice. 

Visit the Center for Justpeace in Asia at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace. 

Send your thoughts and comments to justpeace@daga.org.hk. 

2. Letter from Iraq


Sister Beth Murphy, Dominican Sisters in Iraq
March 14, 2002 

To all people of good will round the world,
Love and Peace of Christ be with you. 

We are addressing President Bush and all the American people as human beings, not as a president of United States. We presume that as Christians you have hearts full of love and compassion. You will pity our Iraqi children, our elderly, and our youth that have no hope in a better future and a decent life. We, Dominican sisters and brothers in Iraq, are living and sharing with our people in their sufferings. The Iraqis have been going through hard times for twenty-three years, for they have witnessed two disastrous wars. If President Bush starts another military attack against Iraq, we think this will be a catastrophe. We believe that you can feel the danger that is looming over the Iraqi civilians. That is why millions of people from different countries round the world are demonstrating, writing letters and trying to put pressure on President Bush not to initiate a new military attack. 

President Bush defends the rights of animals. Have we less value than animals? He claims that he is trying to defend human rights in Iraq. He is willing to build a new Iraq. He tried to convince the people in the US and the peoples round the world that he will only bomb the army and the weapons in the country. He promises that he is not going to bring any harm to the civilians. Is he throwing flowers on people? He is going to use mass destructive weapons, which are going to result in great damage to our culture, our land, and history, and cause the death of thousands of our innocent people of all ages. 

As some of you who have visited Iraq may know, the army camps are very close to people's houses. We have two convents: one at the beginning of the army camp and the other at the end. Will the bombing kill the soldiers or the people? We are living in great fright, panic, and extreme worry. We are suffering not only a military war, but also we have been suffering from very hard psychological situation since President Bush has started his inhuman threats to initiate another war on our people. The uncertain moments and the hard current times have made us wait for our death in no time. Everyday we thank God for being alive because we do not know what tomorrow has hidden for us. The nightmare of the new war is haunting us always and everywhere. 

God has granted us life freedom as His precious gifts. Why Does President Bush want to take it away and deprive us of our freedom? 

You cannot imagine that even our children can no longer stand these threats and can no longer bear the psychological tension and despair. They inquire, when will the war begin? 

You are deceived and we are captured by your mass media, which is the biggest liar. Our children, women and people are dying of malnutrition and starvation because of the inhuman sanctions. The sanctions have caused the death of one million and a half of Iraqi people, mostly women and children. Why do you want to finish them by a new war? 

We will ask the American youth, "Do they face or wait for their death every single moment? If so, will they not explode?" 

Why should the American people have the right to live in peace, safety and prosperity? Is their life more valuable than the life of other people, for instance the Iraqi people? 

Our university students have waved goodbye to each other on Saturday, the 15th of March and they are prepared for the war. They have no mood for study. We think they are right because they are disappointed and hope for them seems the most hopeless thing. 

A couple of days ago, we could dream of safety and peace, but now we no longer know what these words mean because violence, suffering, and fear are enfolding us. 

At last we would like to say that we are not cured of the Gulf war. How can we persevere through the effects of the new one, which will be even worse? 

The war is not only disastrous and destructive in its direct effects, but also in its lasting effects. The innocent people will not only be the victims of the bombing, but also the preys of contaminated drinking water, polluted environments, depleted uranium, inadequate medical supply, and crippled electric power. 

We ask all of you who have compassionate heart and love for humanity to bring the suffering and the worry of the Iraqi people in every pulpit, every classroom, and every place where the Word of God is preached. Let everyone hear about the truth of the Iraqi people's pain. Please listen to the cries of the Iraqi children and double your efforts to stop the new war from happening. In this way only you can eliminate the anguish, calm down the cry of the Iraq Children in the midst of their sleep: "Here are they come to bomb us and bring about our death." 

Is it fair to be going through all this? Is it acceptable? Is our crime that we are floating on a huge sea of black gold? What is the use of it, except to pay for our death? Why are we unable to dream of a bright future and a decent life? 

We greatly appreciate your efforts on our behalf and also you prayers. 

Love and prayers can work miracles.
God blesses you all. 

Sent by Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT). Go to their website at www.prairienet.org/cpt for many excellent articles and photos from the CPT team now in Iraq. 

3. From "Voice in the Wilderness"


In the face of such overwhelming tragedy, we offer up an unusual story. It is the story of a young girl and a birthday party in Baghdad. We hope you will find some glimmer of hope in this parable of the human spirit: 

"Amal Shamuri is the fifth child in a family of eight, living in a small apartment off Baghdad's Karrada shopping district. Irrepressible and precocious, Amal joked last January that she wouldn't mind a war if George Bush would only bomb her school. 

"Today was a different story. Today, Amal celebrated her thirteenth birthday on the fourth day of American air strikes on Baghdad with plumes of black smoke surrounding the city and darkening the sky, reportedly from oil set afire by Iraqi forces defending the capitol. 

"Her family and friends gathered with members of the Iraq Peace Team in a small garden near the Tigris River to mark the occasion. They blew balloons and soap bubbles, strung party streamers, played tag, and ate barbecued chicken, potato salad, deviled eggs, and chocolate cake. True to form, the kids ate the cake first, before serving the rest of the meal to the adults present. 

"Cruise missiles exploding to the south and east occasionally interrupted the party, one powerful enough to rattle tableware and partygoers alike. The explosions only temporarily silenced the festivities; but with moments the garden once again erupted to squeals of laughter and boisterous childhood games, played beneath rising plumes of air-borne debris and smoke in the distance. 

"'Life is more powerful than death,' said Shane Claiborne, age 27, from Philadelphia. 'How can George Bush bomb these kids?' he asked. 

"Lisa Ndejuru, age 32, from Montreal, quietly remarked, 'What a day to be thirteen.' 

"Amal's mother, Kareema, sat silently to one side, watching her kids play. Her husband died in a car accident eight years ago, leaving her to raise eight children by herself. To her credit, none of them beg in the streets, and all save the oldest remain in school. Amal herself dreams of becoming a lawyer one day. 

"When asked what she wanted for her birthday, Amal - whose name means 'hope' in Arabic - smiled and simply replied, 'All I want is peace.'" 

For photos of the party, visit: http://electronicIraq.net/news/377.shtml 

4. Ten Ways to Stop the War


A collection of creative suggestions for stopping the war that we all can become involved in can be found at http://www.earthfuture.com 

5. Iraqi Children 


UNICEF: "in Basra there is the very real possibility now of child deaths, from the conflict, but also from diarrhea and dehydration. We estimate that at least 100,000 children under the age of five are at risk." (UNICEF Communications Officer Geoff Keele, daily UN humanitarian briefing, Amman, 24 March 2003) 

The below UN and ICRC WebPages are worth checking daily. They are valuable primary resources on the living conditions and vulnerability of Iraqi civilians, especially children. 

UN Iraq Page:
http://www.un.org
* Includes daily UN humanitarian briefings from Amman
* Includes UN agency (e.g., UNICEF, WHO) Iraq pages
* Includes Secretary-General Iraq statements and briefings
* Includes UN news stories

UNICEF Iraq Page 2: http://www.unicef.org/ 

ReliefWeb (maintained by OCHA) Iraq Page:
http://www.reliefweb.int 

ICRC Iraq Page:
http://www.icrc.org 

6. USA Peace Pins


WILL YOU WEAR THE NAME OF AN IRAQI CHILD NEXT TO YOUR HEART?
Episcopal Divinity School Offers Call to Conscience 

February 20, 2003, Cambridge, MA: Bishop Steven Charleston, President and Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School (EDS) in Cambridge, Massachusetts announced today the school's call to conscience action in response to the growing crisis between the United States and Iraq. 

EDS has created a series of peace pins on which the name of an Iraqi child and a dove is printed. These pins are designed as a visible reminder of the human cost of armed conflict. 

"As a Christian community of faith with a long tradition of serving both the Church and the World through the ministries of justice and reconciliation, the Episcopal Divinity School offers this call to conscience in response to the current crisis between the United States and Iraq," said Bishop Charleston. "We invite all persons who share our commitment to peace to join us in wearing the name of an Iraqi child next to their heart." 

The genesis of the peace pin came at an administrative meeting earlier this month. Wanting to do more than issue a statement of opposition to war with Iraq, Bishop Charleston envisioned the peace pin as a more interactive way for the EDS community to express their feelings. Recognizing that Iraqi children will be at grave risk during a war between the United States and Iraq, the school obtained the names and ages of children who live in Iraq as living symbols of our common humanity and included them on the pins. 

Bishop Charleston continued, "These children are a constant reminder of the inhumanity of war. By naming them aloud, we seek to name the truth of senseless conflict. We seek to put a face to helpless victims at risk of being dehumanized as 'enemies' who suffer only 'collateral damage'. We seek to hold ourselves accountable for the pain and suffering we will cause in the lives of innocent children. By wearing their names next to our hearts, we keep them in a state of constant prayer, asking God/Allah to protect them from harm. We also wear their names as a pledge of our resistance to war and a visible sign of our dedication to peace. Will you join us?" 

If you would like to wear an Iraqi child's name pinned over your heart, please contact the Episcopal Divinity School at peacepins@episdivschool.edu. You will receive a small pin with a child's name on it and a card with this brief prayer: 

"Oh God, Oh Allah, in your great mercy protect this child from all harm and grant to children everywhere the blessings of peace now and forever more. Amen." 

"We hope you will recite this prayer each day as you pin your child's name to your heart," ended Bishop Charleston. "Together, through the power of prayer, we can prevent the tragedy of war and protect the lives of the innocent. God bless you for being our partner in this witness." 

To request a pin, please contact Episcopal Divinity School at 617-868-3450, extension 377 or, via email at peacepins@episdivschool.edu. Please include your name and mailing address. The pins are free, although donations to help cover production and mailing costs are welcome and may be sent to Peace Pins, Episcopal Divinity School, 99 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138. 

7. Thailand 


"PEACE NOW - NO WAR COLLECTION"
Fashion Show for Peace
Bangkok, 5 March 2003, 3-5 PM.

From Emporium, via Bangkok Sky Train at Prompong Station to Siam Square, Stage Catwalking on the sky walk way near Mah Boon Krong center. 

We Are People of The World. We Say No to War. We Love Peace. We Do Not Agree With This Madly and Greedy War. We Need to Live in Peace…. 

These are few of many messages sent out in 50 more dresses, especially design by leading contemporary artists, of Thailand. Join hands with leading models and entertainment stars and artists, to express their concern of the war situation between the USA and Iraq, in a form of fashion for peace show. 

Vasan Sitthiket, the brainchild of this public project, invited his artists friends, Chatchai Puipia, Monthalee Kasemsan Na Ayudhaya, Penporn Paitoon, Nathanan Wangkahat, etc. Fashion models includes Champaign X, with many young models, and also with many well known artists and musicians, such as Surachai Jantimatorn (Nga Caravan), Hongjorn Sanehngamcharoen, Ankana Timdee, Billy O'Gan , etc. For more information call: 01-831-6894, 01-816-1685 

Prayer Vigil 

On March 24, people in Bangkok gathered in front of the US Embassy for a 12-hour prayer vigil. One participant briefly reflected on the experience. "Even though we could not change anything that is happening to the Iraqi people, but I think at least people that joined to pray for love and wisdom can transform themselves to understand more about anger, fear and greed." 

Go to http://care-for.hypermart.net for more information about peace activities in Thailand. 

8. Websites


The Justice Not War coalition of the Philippines has set up a website at http://www.justicenotwar.tk/. 

US Congressperson Kucinich of Ohio has proposed a bill that would establish a US Department of Peace. You can read details on this very important bill at http://www.renaissancealliance.org/. 

A variety of good articles analyzing the present war on Iraq can be found at http://www.fpif.org/. 

A website at http://www.iraqbodycount.net/bodycount.htm#db keeps track of civilian deaths in Iraq. As of the time of this newsletter, the minimum number of deaths which were confirmed stood at 227. However, the number is probably much higher as the constant bombing and missile attacks on Baghdad makes it very difficult to visit areas and collect data. 

The Asa Student's Associastion (ASA) has set up a website to encourage participation in their peace activities. Go to http://asa.dot.nu/ to read more about their activities. 

9. Australia


The following add was seen in a Sydney newspaper. It simply emphasizes that there is disagreement of the war on Iraq in all sectors of the society. 

Best Ladies
La Petite Aroma
Chatswood 

The Loving Beautiful
Ladies at
La Petite Aroma
Support Peace
NO WAR 

10. Quotes


"Arab pride is at stake here. American propaganda said it was going to be so quick and easy, meaning we Arabs are weak and unable to fight. Now it is like a Mike Tyson fight against some weak guy. They don't want the weak guy knocked out in the first 40 seconds." --KHALID M. BATARFI, a Saudi newspaper editor, on the ambivalence felt by Arabs who dislike Saddam Hussein but admire his fight against the United States. 

A group of American and Canadian people staying in Iraq recently met with doctors at the Al Monsur Pediatric Hospital. The doctors said it was very hard to send children home and delay their treatment in order to prepare the hospital for possible civilian casualties. When Lisa (one of the American visitors) asked them, "What are your dreams?" they replied, "No war. No sanctions. But really, it is your country that needs the dreams." 

"Ring the bell that still can ring. Forget your perfect offering. There is a crack in everything. That's how the light gets in. That's how the light gets in." Leonard Cohen in his song, "Anthem." 

In 1953 President Dwight D. Eisenhower said that "preventive war" was invented by Adolph Hitler. He said: "...frankly, I wouldn't even listen to anyone seriously that came in and talked about such a thing". 

