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1.  Introduction
Why do people kill?  Perhaps, when they sit in their plush offices surrounded by their authority and wealth it is easy for them to see others as "worthless objects".  Perhaps, after being trained to use weapons as means of solving conflicts, they can look at faces through the sights of their guns and squeeze the trigger feeling that it is simply their duty.  Whatever the reason, the act of killing must surely first require the dehumanization of the “other.”  If the other is my friend, my sister, my relative, then I can not easily see them as a worthless object, or pull a trigger just because it is my duty.  Dehumanizing the other person is to remove them from my definition of humanity or to conclude that they are not a part of God’s great creation.  Dehumanizing the other person requires that I shut down a part of my conscience so that I will be able to sleep at night and not see the faces of those I have killed in the faces of my friends, my family members or even myself.  

As we visit areas of violence around the region, we need to renew our commitment to stand with the marginalized in their struggle for justice, full humanity and peace.  At the same time, we must make certain we do not dehumanize those who have visited violence, death and fear upon others.  They must remain within our definition of humanity and a part of God’s great creation.  They can be transformed.  They need to be a part of our struggle for true Justpeace.  

2.  Thailand
On October 25, 26 and 27, a tragedy occurred in Thailand’s southern provinces when Thai security forces clashed with demonstrating Muslim youth.  Several youth were killed during the clash and many arrested.  The arrested youth were stacked into army trucks “like bricks” for a long journey over rough roads to a military detention camp.  When the trucks arrived, more than 70 of the detainees in the trucks were dead.  They had suffocated because of lack of sufficient air.  This tragedy has shocked the Thai people.  You can read more details about this horror on our blogger page at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace.  In the next few days we will be providing updated information on this blogger page as well as some suggestions about how you can become involved in calls for justice and peace in this volatile region of Thailand.

3.  Burma
On October 20, Prime Minister Khin Nyunt of Myanmar was removed from his position and replaced by Soe Win after an apparent power struggle within the State Peace and Development Council, the military junta that has ruled the Southeast Asian country since 1988.  Soe Win is a hardliner, and his replacement of Khin Nyunt, considered to be more moderate and more willing to talk with opposition groups, suggests that the Burmese military may take a harsher position against all opposition groups.  More details can be read on our blogger page at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace.  Any updates we receive will be placed on this page.

4.  Iraq
An Iraqi woman and an American man (an ex-Marine) explore where their lives differ and where they intersect.  Read this interesting exchange at http://www.alternet.org/waroniraq/20233/
Tens of thousands of Iraqis have been killed in violence since the U.S.-led invasion last year, American public health experts have calculated in a report that estimates there were 100,000 "excess deaths" in 18 months. The rise in the death rate was mainly due to violence and much of it was caused by U.S. air strikes on towns and cities.   More details can be found at http://www.truthout.org/docs_04/102904B.shtml
5.  Hong Kong
A day before the United Nation's International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on Oct. 17, the Hong Kong Council of Social Services released a report that indicated that there are 1.12 million Hong Kong people living below the poverty line in a city of 6.8 million people. The study also found that an increasing number of children under 14 and adults over 65 have been living in poverty over the past decade. Chief executive of the council, Christine Fang Meng-sang, said that the children of those living in poverty are likely to be trapped in a poverty cycle. More alarmingly, the average income of the wealthiest 10 percent of the population is now 26 times higher than the poorest 10 percent.  Read more about this issue at http://hkci.org.hk/newsletter.htm.

6.  Hunger
For some, banquet means lots of food. But for many, the only meal served is hunger. Feast or famine - it's the luck of the draw. Take 10 minutes and play the Oxfam hunger game to learn more.  Find it at http://www.hungerbanquet.org/.

7.  Poem
After hearing of the tragic events that took place in Southern Thailand earlier this week, J. Christy Femila of India penned the following poem.

Wailing Mother
I am wailing, I am a mother
Wailing at the scenes of suffocating children
Suffocated to death for demonstrating strength
Strength against oppressive forces of humanity
I am wailing, I am a mother
Wailing at the scenes of lost lives 
Lives lost in a matter of minutes like animals of slaughter
It took years for me to bring them to life
 
I am wailing, I am a mother
Wailing at the brink of violence
Lost lives and memories question our future
Why not live and let live forever
