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1.  INTRODUCTION
THE MAKING OF A NONVIOLENT CAMPAIGN 
(an excerpt from a longer article)
Prophets throughout history have generally not been popular people, especially not in the eyes of the powerful. They not only point out the sins of the people, but they continually predict a horrible future for all of us. Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of prophets is that they also incessantly call us to repentance and a changed lifestyle. The only way to finally get them off our backs and out of our consciousness is to dispose of them.

Few people have taken on the task of true prophecy without a great deal of prodding and nudging from some greater power. The Christian Bible is filled with stories of people through whom God chose to speak, but who were reluctant to serve as God's mouthpiece. Why? Because the prophets of those days usually ended up in the bottom of a dry well, living a recluse life in the desert, or just simply, dead. They were not popular people!

Prophets are, in reality, a strange kind of people. They are ascribed with having a sixth sense, or some type of direct communications line with God. They see what most of us would rather not see, and they make the most simple tasks difficult and confusing because they point out all the potential negative aspects that the rest of us prefer to overlook. All of our moral deeds, which we do to feel good and worthwhile, are called into question by these prophets. The cries and weeping of the people whom we think are just lazy and careless are amplified by these prophets until we can neither sleep nor forget. The efforts that we endeavor to exert for the cause of peace and justice are laughed at and scorned by them as being nothing but dust in the wind. No wonder the average age of true prophets is so young. 

Whether or not they have a sixth sense or a direct line to God is debatable. It is possible. However, it is also possible that they are simply people who are more sensitive to the feelings and cries of the poor and oppressed. It is possible that they are people who take a greater interest in the details of what is happening around them, and then try to look at the bigger picture in order to see what the trends are, rather than just plunging ahead with faith that their good intentions will see them through. This attention to detail, and the ability to look at the "big picture" makes it more possible for them to critically look at what is being done and what perhaps should be done. They are not critics as much as they are harbingers of warnings. They do not react to the negative things that suddenly happen around them, but they seek to look ahead at what will probably happen, and then call for change so that these negative events might be prevented.

The active non-violent movement needs to develop skills in prophecy. They need these skills in order to change the movement from being a defensive movement to becoming an offensive movement which takes the initiative in bringing about positive change in society. Prevention, not reaction, is the watchword of the prophet.

Perhaps what the active non-violent movement really needs is practical training in prophecy. We need to become the "John the Baptists" who roam the wilderness of unfocused non-violent energy, and prepare the way by calling people to the right actions on the right issues before those issues break out in terrible violence.

(Read the entire article at: http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/archives/articles/making_a_revolution.doc.)

2.  IRAQ 

Jubilee Iraq is a network of groups and individuals (business people, lawyers, economists, politicians, aid workers and others) working to ensure that the Iraqi people - emerging from decades of war, oppression and sanctions - are not unjustly forced to pay Saddam's bills. Visit their website at http://www.jubileeiraq.org/index.html 

3.  AFGHANISTAN 

The first film to be made in Afghanistan since the reported removal of the Taliban concerns the regime's many offenses, especially against women. More information can be found at http://www.alternet.org/story.html?StoryID=17625
4.  HONG KONG 

In his seventh policy address, Chief Executive Tung Chee-hwa failed to give a firm timetable for launching a promised review of Hong Kong's political development but instead appointed Chief Secretary Donald Tsang Yam-kuen to lead a three-member task force to consult the central government about its anxieties and the way forward. He also referred to President Hu Jintao's high level of concern about political reform in Hong Kong that he shared with Tung during his visit to Beijing in December. When he was asked at a press conference after the address whether the public's views on democracy were only a secondary concern, Tung explained that any public consultation would be a fruitless and dangerous exercise without the prior consent of Beijing. " 'One country, two systems' is not simply about two systems but one country [as well]," he said. 

Read more at the website of the Hong Kong Christian Institute at http://www.hkci.org.hk/index_e.htm 

5.  WEBPAGES 

For A Change is a webpage that "closes the circle between faith and action, action and faith. It is for anyone, anywhere, who wants to make a difference to the world." Look at their excellent information at http://www.forachange.co.uk/index.php?subjid=121
Peace-Not-War is a webpage with some really interesting graphics, music etc. Visit them at http://www.peace-not-war.org/Images/index.html 

Some excellent peace clip-art can be found at http://www.yachana.org/marc/paztiff/ 

The MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE JOHN PAUL II FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE can be found at: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/messages/peace/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_20031216_xxxvii-world-day-for-peace_en.html. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation has an excellent site that takes a special look at the world of refugees. Visit it at http://www.cbc.ca/humancargo/realstories/
6.  AN APPEAL 

Last year, APMM released a statement in support of Dr. Irene Fernandez of Tenaganita, a women's centre based in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Irene is the focus of an attack by the Malaysian government in order to silence her and her organization in exposing the inhuman and exploitative situation of migrants in Malaysia. Irene is a staunch defender of Human Rights and Migrants Rights! In light of this, we encourage you to visit Tenaganita's website at www.tenaganita.net and sign the on-line petition in support of Irene. 

7.  COMMUNAL HARMONY AWARD 

The Association for Communal Harmony (ACHA) USA, gave the Communal Harmony Award for 2002-2003 to Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer on 7th December, 2003 in Oregon. A function to give the award was held on 8th December, 2003 and the event was broadcast by a Radio channel. 

Dr. Engineer was connected on phone line to give his message to the audience and to convey his acceptance of this award. He said "I accept the award in all humility and I am grateful to ACHA for giving me this honour. I will continue to work for Communal Harmony in India until the last breath of my life. The danger has increased manifold after the BJP came to power and recently won elections in three states in Hindi heartland. There is a great need to intensify activities to contain communal forces and promote communal harmony and interfaith understanding." 

The writings of Dr. Asghar Ali Engineer can be found at http://www.csss-isla.com/aboutus.php 

8.  WORLD SOCIAL FORUM
The World Social Forum (WSF 2004) was held in January in Mumbai, India.  To see a copy of the "CALL OF THE SOCIAL MOVEMENTS AND MASS ORGANISATIONS" that came out of this forum, go to: http://www.focusweb.org/index.php?option=news&task=viewarticle&sid=152.

9.  QUOTES 

“But don't confuse caring for weakness 
You can't put that label on me 
The truth is my weapon of mass protection 
And I believe truth sets you free” 
- from Willie Nelson's new song, What Ever Happened To Peace On Earth. 
“Washing one's hands of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless means to side with the powerful, not to be neutral.” - Paulo Freire
“I am somehow less interested in the weight and convolutions of Einstein's brain than in the near certainty that people of equal talent have lived and died in cotton fields and sweatshops.” - Stephen Jay Gould 



“... the 20th century has been characterized by three developments of great political importance: The growth of democracy, the growth of corporate power, and the growth of corporate propaganda as a means of protecting corporate power against democracy.” - Alex Carey
