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1.  INTRODUCTION
Moving Toward Justice 

Injustice can only exist in the absence of justice, like darkness existing only in the absence of light. When we work in the midst of injustice, our efforts must be transforming in nature, slowly and steadily changing injustice to justice until the structures and systems of injustice are totally eliminated. To fail to do so, is to allow and encourage injustice to exist and grow. 

In order to work at transforming injustice to justice, we must be clear on what is the root of conflict/violence in order to help neutralize it rather than support it. This can become somewhat confusing when surrounded by such a host of urgent and critical issues as exist in communities at war. Burma is a good example. The conflict of the past decades has left in its wake hunger, premature deaths, disease, illiteracy, homelessness, hopelessness, fear, anger and hatred to name only a very few critical issues. All of these issues cry out for attention, and they most certainly must be addressed. Yet the injustice in Burma is not that people are hungry, children orphaned, villages laid waste and tens of thousands of people displaced. These are but the results of true injustice. The true injustice in Burma and many other countries and communities around the world is that there exists a deliberate system which prevents people from using the food which does exist, prevents families from living together, ignores the prevention of disease, refuses to listen to the voices of the oppressed and intensifies fear and hatred. This deliberate system, and the mentality behind it, is the injustice which must be directly and aggressively addressed if the grassroots' struggle for transformative liberation is to be encouraged, supported and nudged toward success. Until justice is finally established, the results of injustice will continue to raise its ugly head, producing ever more suffering, fear and death, and destroying those attempts being made at the grassroots for a positive and liberating transformation. 

This requires that our work does not simply focus at easing pain, generating more income or increasing education possibilities. There are many people around the world who are well fed and contented slaves to oppressive systems. Not only do they tend to be passive within the intense struggle to throw off the shroud of slavery by those who are less well-fed and contented, but they may also directly support the oppressive system by finding it safer to cooperate with it rather than confront it. Our work must help end systems of slavery as well as help prevent slavery from reappearing in the future. 
(from Working with The Grassroots for Peace by Max Ediger)

2.  INTERESTING WEBPAGES 

Go to http://www.bushflash.com/thanks for an interesting look at the relationship between the United States and Saddam Hussein. 

"Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war, racism, and economic injustice with nonviolence, peace, and justice. We are an interfaith organization committed to active nonviolence as a transforming way of life and as a means of radical change. We educate, train, build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally." Visit their website at http://www.forusa.org/ to see a wealth of valuable information. 

3.  AIN'T I A WOMAN? 
In 1851, ex-slave Sojourner Truth addressed a convention of white suffragettes and white ministers debating which issue was more important, abolition or women's suffrage. In the midst of the squabbling, Sojourner Truth asked a simple question: "Ain't I a Woman?" Here are the words she shared with the convention that day. 

"That man over there say a woman needs to be helped into carriages and lifted over ditches and to have the best place everywhere. Nobody ever helped me into carriages or over mud puddles or gives me a best place. . . And ain't I a woman? Look at me. Look at my arm! I have plowed and planted and gathered into barns and no man could head me. . . And ain't I a woman? I could work as much and eat as much as a man - when I could get to it - and bear the lash as well and ain't I a woman? I have born 13 children and seen most all sold into slavery and when I cried out a mother's grief none but Jesus heard me. . . and ain't I a woman? That little man in black there say a woman can't have as much rights as a man cause Christ wasn't a woman. Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man had nothing to do with him! If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, together women ought to be able to turn it right side up again." 
Read more about Sojourner Truth here and here.     

WOZA (Women of Zimbabwe Arise) has attempted to give women a voice to protest Zimbabwe's political crisis, which has been marked by violence, and the country's socioeconomic problems. "Woza" means "come forward" in the Zulu language of South Africa. Read about their courageous activities at http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=39300 

Hania (in Iraq) wants the U.S. military to return her car. She has six children and needs to get into town. There are many household errands to be done. Hania is alone now with the children. At night she shuts the door and hopes that morning will come quickly and without incident. Her husband Kamil was taken away, handcuffed and hooded, by U.S. soldiers in the dark rainy night of December 16, 2003. Her fervent hope is to open the door and see him again. Read Hania's story at http://www.cpt.org/archives/2004/feb04/0009.html 

4.  East Timor 

The Commission for the Reception, Truth and Reconciliation in East Timor is an independent statutory authority that will inquire into human rights violations committed on all sides, between April 1974 and October 1999, and facilitate community reconciliation with justice for those who committed less serious offenses. The Commission will not give amnesty. The website of the Commission for the Reception, Truth and Reconciliation in East Timor is at http://www.easttimor-reconciliation.org/. There are some very excellent articles there about justice and reconciliation. 

5.  DIEGO GARCIA
A very important but little known struggle is taking place in Mauritius.  It is the struggle of the Chagossians to return to their ancestral homes on the island of Diego Garcia.  The island, under British administration since 1965, was turned into a large US military base in 1971.  At that time the entire island became a military base and the local population moved off to live in poverty in Mauritius.  The people, however, have not given up hope to return to their rightful homes and they call on others to support their struggle for their human rights.  Read more about their movement and how you can get involved at:   http://cndyorks.gn.apc.org/yspace/articles/diego_garcia.htm and http://www.globalresearch.ca/articles/KIS301A.html
6.  IRAQ
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) members living and working in Iraq appeal to the worldwide community to join in a Fast for Justice and Healing throughout the season of Lent.  See more details at:   http://www.cpt.org/publications/lent2004/lent2004.php
"Military Families Speak Out is an organization of people who are opposed to war in Iraq and who have relatives or loved ones in the military. We were formed in November of 2002 and have contacts with military families throughout the United States, and in other countries around the world." Visit their very moving website at http://www.mfso.org/
"Momentum is building for the Global Day of Action against War and Occupation on March 20, 2004-the one-year anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq. On that day people all around the globe will take to the streets to say YES to peace and NO to pre-emptive war and occupation. Joining with growing numbers of military families and soldiers, we will call for an end to the occupation of Iraq and Bush's militaristic foreign policies. March 20 will be the first time the world's "other superpower" will take center stage since Feb. 15."  Go to http://www.unitedforpeace.org/ for more details.

7.  QUOTES 

"Do not say that you are proud of me because my husband has gone to war in Iraq. It is proper to be proud of my accomplishments, but when my husband goes off to war it is not an accomplishment ​ it is a tragedy. We do not express pride to people attempting to survive a tragedy; we express sorrow. We do not express pride to people caught up in an unavoidable situation; we express empathy." - A Military Wife
"Sometimes I get so angry I could go crazy and what I want most of all would be to have all the perpetrators killed. And then, at other times, I think: but my husband is dead, nothing can bring him back, not even revenge." - Widow from Bobonaro, East Timor 
"Shallow understanding from people of good will is more frustrating than absolute misunderstanding from people of ill will." - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
"There may be times when we are powerless to prevent injustice, but there must never be a time when we fail to protest." - Elie Wiesel 

"It is essential that justice be done, and it is equally vital that justice not be confused with revenge, for the two are wholly different." - Oscar Aris
"If you have your hand in another man's pocket, you must move when he moves." - African proverb
"I want to say that I do not see myself as a victim. I see myself as someone who has struggled and who succeeded, with a spirit of patriotism, in liberating our land." - Simplisio Celestino de Deus, survivor of the Santa Cruz Massacre, Dili East Timor, 12 November 
