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1.  INTRODUCTION
Salman Rushdie's novel, Haroun and the Sea of Stories, began when Rashid Khalifa, Haroun's father, who was the great story-teller of Alifbay, opened his mouth to tell a story and found that it was as empty as his heart. The story is about Haroun's search to fight the Prince of Silence, Khattam-Shud, and return the magic of story-telling to humankind.

Rushdie's novel is reflective of the times in which we live. It is a time when the world seems to have lost its capacity to be enchanted with telling stories. As the twentieth century draws to a close, news and information are abundant but stories are few. This is also a time between eras, or what John Naisbitt calls 'a time of the parenthesis’. As such it is a time of great uncertainty. Seen from a creative perspective, it is also a time filled with opportunity, and nonviolence researchers should work hard to realise the objective of shaping a more humane society through nonviolence. It is a time nonviolence researchers need to tell nonviolence stories to the world.

According to Walter Benjamin, the art of story-telling is the art of exchanging experiences. By experiences he does not mean scientific observation but the popular exercise of practical wisdom. Telling nonviolence stories at this time means engaging in a process of exchanging nonviolent experiences. Informed by these experiences, nonviolence researchers as well as those at the front line of struggles can construct other stories, relying on their own wisdom for practical uses. The power of story-telling lies in the fact that in the process of telling stories using a nonviolence plot the story-teller and those who listen, will be empowered along the way because they too can become story-tellers. Since there can be numerous plots, nonviolence story-tellers will be able to 'find' more nonviolent struggles. When these stories are shared with the world, they can become a new source of the cultural wealth necessary for charting the nonviolent course for the dawning new century.
(This is a brief excerpt from an article by Chaiwat Satha-Anand entitled "Two Plots of Nonviolence Stories:  From the Streets of Bangkok to the Forests of Thailand."  Chaiwat Satha-Anand is from the Peace Information Center and lectures in Political Science at Thammasat Unviersity in Bangkok, Thailand.)
2.  WORLD NEWS 

Just as there is a simplistic reasoning that says September 11 was caused by a hatred of American values and democracy, there is a simplistic belief that Muslim attitudes towards America can be changed with a healthy dose of what is euphemistically called "public diplomacy". Read more at:  http://www.atrueword.com/index.php/article/articleview/74/1/1/
The deciding issue in Spain's election was government deceit over war in Iraq and terrorism at home, especially the bomb blasts that rocked Madrid three days before the balloting. In a country (like ours) where major TV channels routinely echo government propaganda, grassroots activists defeated Aznar's Popular Party by reaching swing voters and young voters through mobile phones, the Internet and creative, nonviolent protests. Read Jeff Cohen's article "Change in Spain" at http://www.commondreams.org/views04/0315-13.htm
ZNET has an excellent collection of political cartoons at http://www.zmag.org/cartoons/
3.  PHILIPPINES 
The hands of former Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes and former military intelligence chief Brig. Gen. Victor Corpus are not clean of the bombings in Mindanao. This is the contention of the Mindanao Truth Commission (MTC), a citizens’ probe body organized by the Initiatives for Peace in Mindanao (InPeace Mindanao) to investigate the bombings that have occurred in Mindanao under the Macapagal-Arroyo administration.  Read a report at http://www.bulatlat.com/news/4-6/4-6-truthcom.html
To be a human rights worker is to court death, especially if it is in a place as militarized as the Mindoro provinces.  In less than a year, three human rights leaders – Eden Marcellana, Leyma Fortu and human rights lawyer Juvy Magsino – have been murdered in the island.  Their deaths have left only one from their batch of human rights workers in Mindoro alive. Twenty-four year old Irein Cuasay holds the painful distinction of having survived Mindoro.  Her story can be read at http://www.bulatlat.com/news/4-6/4-6-surviving.html
4.  CHILDREN 
Child labour in Pakistan is thriving due to no comprehensive strategy in place to eliminate it. Estimates show that over 3 million children of an age group ranging from 5 to 15 are working as child labourers in the country. However, unofficial estimates put the figure at around 8 million.eion. Read more at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/advocacycouncil/message/103
5.  PATRIOTISM
Since July 1, when more than 500,000 people protested against the proposed national security legislation, and Jan. 1, when more than 100,000 people marched to demand constitutional reform, the people of Hong Kong have made clear their views to the governments of Hong Kong and China that they no longer want to live under the current political system, a system that does not allow people's input on issues that affect their lives to be reflected in government policies. Instead, they want to participate directly in the political process through elections to make those in power more accountable to the people. In short, the message is they want democracy. Read the article entitled "The Patriotism Debate and the Direction of Hong Kong's Civil Movement" in the "Newsletter" section at http://www.hkci.org.hk/index_e.htm
6.  IRAQ
America's grisly military years in the Philippines, which paved the way for Vietnam and even Iraq, are long gone from American memory, though they shouldn't be. Read Renato Redentor Constantino's article called "History Lesions" at http://www.alternet.org/members/story.html?StoryID=17899
Visit this website to find out how you can adopt a prisoner in Iraq and work for his/her release - http://www.cpt.org/adopt/adopt_a_detainee.php
7.  Quotes 
Below are a few proverbs from Africa and Asia.  
Africa

-Do not look where you fell, but where you slipped.
-A wise man never knows all, only fools know everything
-Only a fool tests the depth of the water with both feet.
India
-A person consists of his faith. Whatever is his faith, even so is he.
-Call on God, but row away from the rocks.
-The cobra will bite you whether you call it cobra or Mr. Cobra
Tamil
-Learn about the future by looking at the past.
-Only the cure you believe in cures.
China
-A bird does not sing because it has an answer. It sings because it has a song.
-A clever person turns great troubles into little ones and little ones into none at all.
-A thorn defends the rose, harming only those who would steal the blossom.
Hindu
-Among the blind, the squint rules.
-When an elephant is in trouble even a frog will kick him
Philippines
-The rattan basket criticizes the palm leaf basket, yet both are full of holes.
-If you make a habit of buying things you do not need, you will soon be selling things you do.
Rwanda
-Every cackling hen was an egg first.
-In a court of fowls, a cockroach never wins its case.
