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1. INTRODUCTION 

This issue of Justpeace News focuses entirely on the situation in Palestine. A variety of resources are listed here for your study and research, including maps, links and a few audiovisuals. 

The conflict between Israel and Palestine is a far more complex one than our mass media reports tend to indicate. Without a good understanding of all the complex issues involved there is a tendency to suggest simple solutions which, in the end, can not sustain any peace process.

We hope that you will find these resources helpful and that you will find ways to use then to raise awareness and action for a true and lasting peace in the Middle East.

2. MAPS 

http://www.palmap.org/palmap/index.htm
http://gush-shalom.org/thewall/
http://stopthewall.org/news/maps.shtml
3. ORGANIZATIONS 

Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center

Sabeel is an ecumenical center for Palestinian Liberation Theology which seeks to make the Gospel contextually relevant. In Arabic Sabeel means 'The Way' and also a 'Spring of Water'. Sabeel strives to develop a spirituality based on justice, peace, nonviolence, liberation and reconciliation for the different national and faith communities. Sabeel also works to promote a more accurate international awareness regarding the identity, presence, and witness of Palestinian Christians. Their website is at http://www.sabeel.org/old/
Holy Land Trust

The Holy Land Trust (HLT) is a nonprofit, humanitarian organization established in 1997. The organization's goal is to strengthen and improve the lives of children, families and communities in the Middle East through a wide variety of community development and economic assistance programs. It has provided economic assistance to the peoples of this region and has aggressively pursued humanitarian projects such as: after school programs for children who have endured the trauma of war and violence, nonviolence resistance training for the oppressed, providing connections between the people of the Middle East and the Western world through travel and internet programs, creating an annual children's festival in Palestine to honor the innocent victims of political conflicts, and general economic assistance programs. Their website is at http://www.holylandtrust.org/about.html
Holy Land Trust Travel & Encounter

In the year 2000, Holy Land Trust organized one of the biggest events of the new millennium for the Middle East. Pilgrims from around the world participated in a journey that retraced the steps of the original Magi that traveled across the desert in order to honor the newborn Prince of Peace. Building on the success of the Journey of the Magi, the Travel & Encounter Department focuses on developing unique travel programs for pilgrims and those interested in fact-finding missions to the occupied Palestinian territories. These programs are not tourist packages, but uniquely built to bring as much awareness as possible of the situation in Palestine and the Middle East. Their website is http://www.hlttravel.org/
Gush Shalom

Gush Shalom (Translated from Hebrew, the name means "The Peace Bloc") is the hard core of the Israeli peace movement. Often described as "resolute", "militant", "radical" or "consistent", it is known for its unwavering stand in times of crisis, such as the al-Aksa intifada. For years now, Gush Shalom has played a leading role in determining the moral and political agenda of the peace forces in Israel, as well as in breaking the so-called "national consensus" based on misinformation. 

Gush Shalom is an extra-parliamentary organization, independent of any party or other political grouping. Some of its activists do belong to political parties, but the Gush is not aligned to any particular party. 

Aims: 

The primary aim of Gush Shalom is to influence Israeli public opinion and lead it towards peace and conciliation with the Palestinian people, based on the following principles:

* Putting an end to the occupation, 

- Accepting the right of the Palestinian people to establish an independent and sovereign State of Palestine in all the territories occupied by Israel in 1967, 

* Reinstating the pre-1967 "Green Line" as the border between the State of Israel and the State of Palestine (with possible minor exchanges of territories agreed between the parties); the border will be open for the free movement of people and goods, subject to mutual agreement. 

* Establishing Jerusalem as the capital of the two states, with East Jerusalem (including the Haram al-Sharif) serving as the capital of Palestine and West Jerusalem (including the Western Wall) serving as the capital of Israel. The city is to be united on the physical and municipal level, based on mutual agreement. 

* Recognizing in principle the Right of Return of the Palestinian refugees, allowing each refugee to choose freely between compensation and repatriation to Palestine and Israel, and fixing by mutual agreement the number of refugees who will be able to return to Israel in annual quotas, without undermining the foundations of Israel. 

* Safeguarding the security of both Israel and Palestine by mutual agreement and guarantees. 

* Striving for overall peace between Israel and all Arab countries and the creation of a regional union.

Their website is at http://www.gush-shalom.org/english/index.html
El-Funoun

El-Funoun is widely recognized as the cultural entity that has played the most significant role in reviving and reinvigorating Palestinian dance and music folklore. This accomplishment is particularly important, since it effectively countered the systematic attempts by the Israeli occupation to suppress the Palestinian national identity through banning or expropriating any forms of Palestinian cultural expression. 

El-Funoun is composed of fifty dancers, singers, musicians and support personnel. It is an independent, non-profit organization that is virtually entirely volunteer-based. The members are therefore motivated by the vision of the Troupe more than by any other factor. This not only keeps the Troupe's administrative cost quite low, but also ensures a strong sense of belonging to and ownership of the group. This resolve, coupled with a driving commitment to artistic excellence and an authentic Palestinian vision have all afforded El-Funoun its current leadership status. Their website is at http://www.el-funoun.org/
The Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions

ICAHD is a non-violent, direct-action group originally established to oppose and resist Israeli demolition of Palestinian houses in the Occupied Territories.

As our activists gained direct knowledge of the brutalities of the Occupation, we expanded our resistance activities to other areas - land expropriation, settlement expansion, by-pass road construction, policies of "closure" and "separation," the wholesale uprooting of fruit and olive trees and more. The fierce repression of Palestinian efforts to "shake off" the Occupation following the latest Intifada has only added urgency to our efforts.

As a direct-action group, ICAHD is comprised of members of many Israeli peace and human rights organizations. All of our work in the Occupied Territories is closely co-ordinated with local Palestinian organizations. Vist their website at http://www.icahd.org/eng/
The Arab Association for Human Rights

HRA, founded in 1988 by lawyers and community activists, is an independent, grassroots, non-governmental organization (NGO), registered in Israel. HRA works to promote and protect the political, civil, economic, and cultural rights of the Palestinian Arab minority in Israel from an international human rights perspective. HRA holds a unique position locally and worldwide as an indigenous organization that works on the community, national and international levels for equality and non-discrimination, and for the domestic implementation of international minority rights protections. Visit their website at http://www.arabhra.org/
4. AUDIO VISUALS AND ARTICLES 

The Resource Home Page of the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) provides you with DVDs, videos and printed materials for you or your group on the issues and areas in which MCC works. These resources on Palestine can be used in education, advocacy, promotion of cultural awareness, and worship. 

A new DVD now available from this resource center is The Dividing Wall. The Dividing Wall explores the humanitarian, social and political impact of the Israeli-built "security fence." The barrier, which will nor about 700 kilometers (430 miles), is a series of walls and electrified and razor-wire fences meandering through the occupied territories. It separates Palestinians from their land, water, jobs, families and friends. Their website is at http://www.thenovgroup.com/MCC/catalog/result.php
Listening to the Other by Gary Paul Nabhan

In the Middle East, cultural connections to the land run deeper than we may imagine. But even as bombings and bloodbaths dominate the world stage, these enduring connections may also illuminate the path to peace. Read the article at http://www.oriononline.org/pages/om/04-3om/Nabhan.html
5. INFORMATION AND EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 

www.fmep.org. Foundation for Middle East Peace. An authoritative resource on Jewish settlements on the West Bank. Promotes peace plan of the International Crisis Group.

www.palestinemonitor.org. By the Palestine NGO Network as "a gateway to civil society." An information clearinghouse for over 80 Palestinian NGO's supporting Palestinian civil society. Also, www.pngo.net.

www.palestinechronicle.com. News and commentary from Palestine

www.jerusalem.indymedia.org. Palestine Independent Media Center, a "free forum for the Palestinian People."

www.wrmea.com. Washington Report on Middle Eastern Affairs. General resources

www.palestinecenter.org. Center for Policy Analysis in Palestine. For education and development assistance in Palestine. U.S. policy in the region.

www.alternativenews.org. A joint Israeli/Palestinian organization disseminating information about both societies and promoting cooperation.

www.acj.org. Educational organization supporting Jerusalem as a capital for both Israel and Palestine and a city open to people of all faiths.

www.merip.org. Middle East Research and Information Project. Research articles on issues

www.parcenter.org. Palestinian American Research Center

www.meforum.org. Middle East Forum, Daniel Pipes, Director. Israeli-American relations.

www.bitterlemons.org. Palestinian/Israeli commentary. Supported by EU as resource for policy makers.

www.holylandtrust.org. The Holy Land Trust is a non-profit humanitarian organization dedicated to strengthening and improving the lives of children, families and communities in the Middle East.

Palestinian Peace Resources:

www.rapprochement.org. The Palestinian Center for Rapprochement Between People A "community service" for the local Palestinian community.

www.pmwatch.org. Palestine Media Watch. Monitors U.S., media for signs of pro-Israeli bias in tone and coverage; encourages citizens to take part in criticism. 

www.ajpme.org. Americans for a Just Peace in the Middle East. Pro-palestinian. Principles of U.S. Declaration of Independence

www.palestinemonitor.org. Palestine Monitor, an information clearinghouse for over 80 Palestinian NGO's seeking to strengthen Palestinian civil society. 

Israeli/Jewish Peace Resources:

www.tikkun.org. Commentary and editorials from the magazine. Links. Michael Lerner. TIKKUN-ISRAEL open-heartedness-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

www.jewsagainsttheoccupation.org. Jews in the NYC area for peace and justice; end occupation, aid to Israel, for human rights, right of return.

www.gushshalom.org. In Hebrew, English, Arabic. "The hard core of the Israeli Peace Movement." "Peacer than Peace Now."

www.jewishpeacefellowship.org. Many, many links to Jewish peace groups and other resources.

www.icahd.org. Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions. (Jeff Halper) A direct action group. Coordinates with Palestinian groups.

www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org. San Francisco Bay Area organization. Very active, inclusive

www.seruv.org.il. Voice of the "refuseniks." Also in English

www.peacenow.org. Americans for Peace Now. Security through peace in the Middle East. Comprehensive political settlement," Palestine statehood.

www.brittzedek.org. Jewish Alliance for Justice and Peace. End the occupation

www.progressivezionistalliance.org. "out of territories for Israel's sake" Links. Philadelphia based.

www.netureikarta.org. Neturei Karta International : Jews united against Zionism Orthodox

www.meretzusa.org. Civil and human rights and peace. Affiliate of World Union of Meretz. Ha'aretz reprints.

www.btselem.org. The Israeli Information Center of Human Rights in the Occupied Territories. Aims to "change Israeli policy in the Occupied Territories." Reputation for accuracy. 

www.peacelobby.org. From 1989 an Am. Jewish org. "to promote a just and lasting resolution . . ." 5,000members, 400 rabbis

Christian Peace Resources:

www.cmep.org. Churches for Middle East Peace. Ecumenical Christian, Washington-based, supporting advocacy to Congress and Executive for a just peace. 

www.cactus48.com. Christian, pro-Palestinian, many links to organizations, Israeli peace groups, etc. 

www.sabeel.org. "Ecumenical grassroots liberation theology movement among Palestinian Christians." 

www.cpt.org. Christian Peacemaker Teams, consortium of Mennonites, Brethren and Quakers with presence in Hebron since 1995. Practices get-in-the-way of nonviolence.

www.ecapc.org. Every Church A Peace Church invite churches to make this AFFIRMATION and to act upon it: "Following Jesus in nonviolent struggle for justice and peace, we love our neighbors and enemies as God loves us all, becoming a peace church to share in God’s work to save the world."

www.familyofabraham.com. The Children of Abraham mission project of ECAPC, dedicated to supporting Christian communities in the Holy Land in their efforts to promote peaceful coexistence with Jews and Muslims, works primarily through systemic, comprehensive nonviolent peace education in Palestinian schools and communities.

6. QUOTES 

"Imagine if Palestinians said, 'Ok, we give California to Canada.'" A Palestinian commenting on the agreement between George W. Bush and Prime Minister Sharon of Israel concerning the future of Palestinian lands and people. The Palestinians were not a part of those discussions.

"They build walls, but we are building bridges." A young Palestinian student commenting on the Israeli-built wall that is creating a state of apartheid in the country.

"We teach our children peace. But then they see the violence in the streets, the killing and the oppression. They see all the violence on television. It confuses them. They don't know what is true." A Palestinian leader in the village of Beit Sahour.

"I have Jewish friends on the other side of the wall. I can't see them now. I don't even know if they are still alive. Why can't we have peace?" A Palestinian student 

"Can we all live together? I don't know. But we should try." A Palestinian student.

"Here in Palestine, peace isn't a dirty word." A Palestinian student reflecting on what seems to be a US rejection of real peace initiatives.

"My message to you is simply this: Come and see and then please just tell the truth. That is all I want." A Palestinian member of the Hebron Land Defense Committee responding to a question about how we, from the West, can help.

"There is fear, and fear is a very strong emotion that controls us. When our fear rises, we think only to kill them before they kill us." An Israeli peace activist.
