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1. INTRODUCTION 

This issue of Justpeace news focuses entirely on the Sri Lankan civil war and the Peace process between the Government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam (LTTE). More than nineteen years of conflict in the island has affected the people in many ways. Even though past peace talks ended with further bloodshed, today both parties have come to a point at which the conflict could be solve by dialogue with the help of international mediation. 

In this issue a variety of resources are listed for your study and research including maps and publications.  We hope these resources will be useful for your study and understanding, and will help to bring again a long term peace to the Pearl of the Indian Ocean. 

2. SRI LANKA - THE PARADISE OF EARTH 
Sri Lanka the Pearl of the Indian Ocean, the Paradise of Earth, is now interpreted as the Island of Death. The nineteen years of tragic conflict between the Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ealam (LTTE) has claimed more than 60,000 lives of innocent Sri Lankans and war has become the way of life on the Island. Thousands of troops were killed on both sides. North and East parts of the island were filled with bombing, destructions, rape, sexual abuses, killings, refugees, etc. Even the other parts of Sri Lanka faced suicide bombers, arresting under PTA, increasing cost of living, higher unemployment, poor infrastructure, high inflating, bad economy, etc. 
3. MAPS 
http://encarta.msn.com/map_701516701/Sri_Lanka.html
http://www.eelamweb.com/map/
http://www.tamilcanadian.com/eelam/maps/i.html
http://www.geocities.com/capitolHill/senate/4745/map.html
http://www.lttepeacesecretariat.com/mainpages/images/hsz_800.jpg
4. BRIEF HISTORY OF CIVIL WAR IN SRI LANKA
1956
Sri Lanka witnesses its first ethnic clash since independence, when Tamil civilians are set upon by Sinhalese mobs.

1972 
Sri Lanka declares itself a republic under a new constitution which gives prominence to Sinhala and Buddhism, the language and the religion of the country’s majority community.

1978
A newly elected Sri Lankan government pushes through the country’s second constitution, where Tamil is recognized as a national language.

1979
Prevention of Terrorism Act, giving extensive powers to the country’s security forces to quell the burgeoning conflict in the north.

1983 
The country experiences two days of ethnic riots, the worst in its history. Hundreds of Tamil civilians are killed and assaulted and their properties burned and looted. The anti-Tamil riots move the simmering ethnic conflict into a war between the government’s security forces and Tamil militant groups, including the LTTE.

“A mini bus full of Tamils was forced to stop in front of us in Colombo... A Sinhalese mob poured petrol over the bus and set it on fire. They blocked the bus door and prevented the Tamils from leaving the vehicle...”  - Mrs. Eli Skarstein (a tourist from Norway) reported in the London Daily Express, 29 Aug 1983.

“Motorists were dragged from their cars to be stoned and beaten with sticks... Others were cut down with knives and axes.” -London Daily Telegraph 26 July 1983

1985
In May, Tamil rebels storm the north-central city of Anuradhapura, the ancient capital of the island and a holy Buddhist site, killing 146 Sinhalese civilians. It is one of the worst attacks on civilians.

1987 
Car bomb in Colombo kills 113 people.

1990
Hundreds of Muslims are killed by the LTTE while praying in mosques. Thousands of Muslims in the north are driven out of their homes by the LTTE.

1991
At an election rally in South India, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi is blown up allegedly by a female LTTE suicide bomber.

1993
President Ranasinghe Premadasa is killed by an LTTE suicide bomber during a May Day march. 

1995 
The battle between the Sri Lankan forces and the LTTE intensifies, including the army’s assault on Jaffna, which results in Colombo gaining control of the Tiger’s heartland in December, and the LTTE’s attacks on a string of military camps. The death toll is in the thousands. 

1998 
In January, an LTTE suicide bombing devastates Sri Lanka’s holiest Buddhist shrine, the Temple of the Tooth in central Kandy, killing 13 people.

1999 
Moderate Tamil MP Neelan Thiruchelvan, a world-renowned academic and key figure in government-sponsored peace efforts, is killed by a suspected LTTE suicide bomber.

In December, Kumaratunga loses an eye in an attack by a female rebel suicide bomber at an election rally in Colombo.

2001 
In July, LTTE launches a devastating attack on the Bandaranaike International Airport as well the adjoining air force base, dealing a severe blow to the economy. The rebels blow up six of the 12 aircraft of the national carrier Sri Lankan Airlines and five other aircraft, including air force fighter jets. Twenty-one people are killed.

5. A BRIEF LOOK AT PEACE NEGOTIATIONS.
1985 - JULY
First-ever peace talks between the Sri Lankan government, Tamil rebels and Tamil political parties are held in the Bhutanese capital of Thimpu.  The talks fail. Conflicts arise because the government team is made up of lawyers - not political thinkers – who are not prepared to budge from set positions according to political analysts.

The militant groups and Tamil parties come up with a formula urging the government to accept (1) Tamils as a nationality (2) the right to self-determination by the Tamil minority (3) the traditional homelands of the Tamils in the north and the east, and (4) that all Tamils (especially plantation Tamils of Indian origin, many of whom are stateless) should be given citizenship.

1987- JULY
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewardene launch discussions aimed at ending the fighting. A peace pact is signed in Colombo between the two leaders and the LTTE is asked – virtually ordered – to consent to the pact and lay down arms.

Nine senior unarmed Tiger leaders are arrested at sea by the Sri Lankan Navy.

The nine rebels commit suicide by swallowing cyanide pills while in custody, triggering clashes between Indian forces and the LTTE. The pact collapses.

1990 - DECEMBER
Peace talks fail over a number of issues.

1994 - AUGUST
The majority of the Tamil population, particularly women, see the new president, Kumaratunga, as the new hope for peace and there is much rejoicing in Jaffna over her win. Kumaratunga feels that by winning the hearts and minds of Tamil residents she can isolate the Tigers and take control. 

Fuel and cement supplies to Tamil areas is blocked by the army. In April 1995, the Tigers launch an attack against the Sri Lankan navy, bringing to an end six months of talks.

2002
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, whose United National Party won parliamentary polls in December 2001, responds positively to a unilateral ceasefire declared by the Tigers that month. In February, he formalizes it by signing a memorandum of understanding on the truce with rebel leader Prabhakaran.

Meantime, food and essential goods flow into the northern and eastern provinces while major highways there – closed for years – are opened.  This allows thousands of Sinhalese from the south to visit the north, many for the first time. People-to-people contact helps to promote peace in the country and to underscore the need for an end to the conflict.

At this time, Prabhakaran declares that the Tigers are ready to reconsider armed struggle if given a solution that satisfies the Tamil community. He also welcomes talk of the creation of an interim administration in the war-torn north and the east for two to three years, a key part of the peace talks.

In August, just before the Sep. 16-18 talks start in Thailand, LTTE chief negotiator Anton Balasingham declares that the Tigers are willing to scale down their demand for a separate state of Tamil Eelam and settle for a region with greater autonomy.

The second round of peace talks is held in Thailand. This time, Balasingham announces that the LTTE is willing to become a political body and join the democratic political mainstream.

2003 
By February, Berlin becomes the venue for talks, and Tokyo in mid-March. By the sixth round of talks in Japan, on Apr. 14, the U.S. government hosts a meeting of donor countries and organizations for reconstruction in Sri Lanka. Colombo is present but the Tamil Tigers are not invited because they remain on Washington’s banned list of terrorist groups.

6. ORGANIZATIONS 
Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement - Sarvodaya is the largest Non-Governmental People’s Development Movement in Sri Lanka. In 1958, a small group of young teachers and students of a leading school in Colombo, led by Dr. A.T. Ariyaratne, organized a “gift of labor”, a Shramadana camp in an under-developed village. From this humble beginning, this study-service project burgeoned into an independent development and reconstruction movement, active in thousands of villages in all regions of the country, commanding the services of hundreds of thousands of volunteers and trained workers. Having catalyzed the transformation of thousands of villages, Sarvodaya’s message of fundamental unity is now being ambitiously applied to one of the central problems in Sri Lankan society — the protracted civil war and violence across the country. This initiative has mobilized hundreds of thousands of individuals in an unprecedented outpouring of support for peace in the country. This “people-to-peace” movement is growing in strength and momentum, and seems likely to have an important impact on the political situation in Sri Lanka. The recently announced “Peace Operation 2002” is the most ambitious such move to date. The website is: http://www.sarvodaya.org/
The National Peace Council Of Sri Lanka - The National Peace Council is a Sri Lankan organization dedicated to support a negotiated solution to the ongoing war in Sri Lanka. They reject the logic of ‘Peace through war’, and firmly believe that the only lasting solution to the conflict is through a negotiated settlement. This is an independent conflict resolution organization dedicated to support and facilitate a negotiated solution to the ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka. The energetic response of the public to a campaign against election violence in July 1994, organized by an inter-religious group of individuals and organizations, led to the formation of a Peace Task Force. The strategic intervention that this group made in the peace process, particularly during the Presidential Election campaign, led to the first National Peace Conference in November 1994. This conference provided a mandate for the formation of the National Peace Council which was established on the 2nd of February 1995. The strategies and programmes they use include advocacy and research, training and mobilization, and process and dialogues. 

The Aims of this organization:

*Catalyzing a People’s Movement for Peace.
*Creating a Suitable Environment for Renewed Negotiations. 
*Addressing post conflict issues in order to ensure a sustainable peace

The NPC is involved in multi media campaigns (posters, press, television and the internet) opposing war and on the theme of ‘peace for children, public opinion surveys on the ethnic conflict, advocacy campaigns based on the cost of the war, building of grassroots constituencies in strategic districts, capacity building of groups directly affected by the conflict, networking with NGOs, capacity building of journalists, reporting on the conflict and many more. Their website is: http://www.peace-srilanka.org/
The Centre for Policy Alternatives - The Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA) was formed in 1996 in the firm belief that the vital contribution of civil society to the public policy debate is in need of strengthening. Focusing primarily on issues of governance and conflict resolution, CPA is committed to programmes of research and advocacy through which public policy is critiqued, alternatives identified and disseminated. CPA is an independent, non-partisan organization which receives funds from international and bilateral funding agencies and foundations.

The Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA) was formed in the firm belief that there is an urgent need to strengthen institution- and capacity-building for good governance and conflict transformation in Sri Lanka and that non-partisan civil society groups have an important and constructive contribution to make to this process.

The primary role envisaged for the Centre in the field of public policy is a pro-active and interventionary one, aimed at the dissemination and advocacy of policy alternatives for non-violent conflict resolution and democratic governance. Accordingly, the work of the Centre involves a major research component through which the policy alternatives advocated are identified and developed. Their website is:  http://www.cpalanka.org/
7.  PUBLICATIONS
There are various kinds of books and articles related to the Sri Lankan Civil war and creating peace, available for your study and research.

Creating Peace in Sri Lanka: Civil War and Reconciliation, by Robert I. Rotberg; 
Ethnic Conflict and Secessionism in South and Southeast Asia: Causes, Dynamics, Solutions, by Rajat Ganguly(Editor),Ian Macduff(Editor); 
In Defense of Dharma: Just-War Ideology in Buddhist Sri Lanka, by Tessa J. Bartholomeusz ; 
Ethnic Conflict and Reconciliation in Sri Lanka, by Chelvadurai Manogaran; 
Sri Lanka: War-Torn Island, by Lawrence J. Zwier, 

You can find the above books and many publications which are related to Sri Lankan civil war and peace at http://www.amazon.com
8.  EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
http://www.tamilnet.com - TamilNet is a news and feature service that focuses on providing reliable and accurate information on issues concerning the Tamil people. Through experienced correspondents TamilNet strives to provide comprehensive and timely information of developments within the war-torn north eastern parts of Sri Lanka. 

http://www.prabodhini-srilanka.org - A Network of women’s organizations and activists. Prabodhini will also focus on individual actors and groups to facilitate our mission of promoting equality for women in peace and public life.

http://www.uthr.org - A Human Rights webpage of University Teachers of Jaffna (the Northern part of Sri Lanka). 

http://www.peaceinsrilanka.com - Secretariat for Co-ordinating the Peace Process, Coordinating the implementation of the decisions of the GOSL on the peace process. Monitoring the implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) between the GOSL and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Providing research and logistical support and communicating issues relating to the peace process. 

http://www.tamilcanadian.com - This site contains the history of Tamils of Tamil Eelam (North and East regions of Ceylon), their culture and information on the war for their right to self-determination. It also includes information on Sri Lankan state terrorism and human-rights violations being committed against the Tamils.

http://www.southasiamonitor.org - An Indian based organization. Dedicated to creating awareness of national and international issues of relevance to India and finding solutions to them through dialogue and discussion. 

http://hrw.org - Human Rights Watch is an independent, nongovernmental organization. Stand with victims and activists to prevent discrimination, to uphold political freedom, to protect people from inhumane conduct in wartime, and to bring offenders to justice.

http://www.oneworld.net - OneWorld is the world’s favourite and fastest-growing civil society network online, supporting people’s media to help build a more just global society. 

9.  STORIES OF WAR
1)    Little Saman Kumara (10) remembers his village, Padaviya Gajabapura. He remembers his school, the paddy field his family owned and the carefree games he played with his friends.  Life wasn’t easy even then but Saman and his friends were happy. Yet, after almost four years, life has changed for Saman and many such children who lost their homes due to the lightning attacks of LTTE.

Today, living in a little hut built on cleared forest land in Halmillawa, little Saman remembers how on November 7, 1999, the LTTE attacked their village Gajabapura forcing them to leave their houses and the village they grew up in.

“We were in school when they (LTTE) first attacked us and the teachers asked us to go home as soon as possible. When we got home the army got us into Mahaweli vehicles and brought us to Sampath Nuwara and then to Padaviya Mahasen Vidyalaya,” little Saman remembers.

“From there we were brought down here on a very rainy day, as the school had to start for the new term and then we were left in camps. There was no shelter, no food, nothing and it was like hell- dirty and disgusting,” he said.

Later the families cleared the forest land and built huts for them to live in. They were given unpalatable food rations; hunger forced them to find work and these once farmers, now refugees or internally displaced people (IDP), took up daily labour.

With the money earned they try to feed the children and send them to school, yet many out of nearly 30 children in this lately created little village, refuse to go to school.

2)    Mahesh, who is only 11 years old, understands a great deal for his age,

“There are times when there is hardly Rs. 4 for me to go to school and we are never sure whether we would be able to go to school tomorrow,” he said admitting that his only hope of delivery is a good education.

“And the other children at school call us names and insult us as refugees while the teachers do nothing about it,” he said.

His needs are simple and heart breaking - books, clothes and an extra bus to the road, so he may not have to walk nearly five miles to school if he misses the only morning bus since he has to walk his way back home. 

Yet his father, who is a labourer working for a daily salary, cannot afford all these ‘luxuries’ for Mahesh and his brothers.  Both his elder brothers left school without even attempting to do GCE Ordinary Level and are now trying their hand in fishing at the local tank.  Their income is a great addition to the family’s income and we don’t have to eat bad rice given by the government anymore,” Mahesh says. No matter how bad his life is, the only thing that troubles Mahesh is that most of his friends have left for their old home in Padaviya.

“We too will be going there soon in about another two months,” he says hopefully not knowing what awaits there to greet him.  People who returned back home are yet to realize their role in the peace process and are trying desperately to put their lives together and bring back the old life of happiness. Farming the paddy lands and chenna, which are already cleared from land mines, has started back in Padaviya while some are yet to be cleared. Many children are facing the threat of ending their education permanently partly due to the lack of basic facilities and mostly because they are wanted back at home and in paddy fields to help their parents. Some children also have to deal with the loss of a parent to the war, which has become more tragic with their return home.

“Tamils and Muslims used to come here and buy our rice and coconuts,” she remembers, “and we were close friends until this war began and the Tiger problem made life very miserable.” 

“We go back to the rivers and other meeting places where we used to talk to the Tamil families who were our neighbours,” - http://news.bbc.co.uk
3)  When I was small I was carried by my mother and she had to run with me, fleeing the shelling.
“We were terribly shocked. We didn’t know where to run. We were living in the open under the trees for some time. 

“It happened when I was in so many different places - we’ve been displaced five or six times by the fighting. 

“When I was small I was carried by my mother and she had to run with me, fleeing the shelling,” Balasingham Ushanithy(15)

4)  “Education and security are the most important things” 

“Only if we are safe can we learn anything. At the same time, through education we learn how to protect ourselves from the bombardment - like running into the bunkers and saving ourselves.”  Shelvi

5)  “If this war continues, our children will face the same plight,” 

“If we die during the war, our children will also be orphans and have to live in homes like this. 

“At least I was brought here by somebody, but what is the assurance that there will be people with humanity who will bring our children to homes like this.”  Komala, aged 19 
