Justpeace News

Vol.: 2, No: 7
Date: June 23, 2004
Website: http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace
To subscribe or unsubscribe send an email to: justpeace@daga.org.hk
========================================

1.  Introduction
2.  Adopt a Political Prisoner in Iraq
3.  Interesting Websites
4.  Thailand
5.  Women on the Frontlines
6.  Peace Stories
7.  Quotes
========================================

1.  INTRODUCTION
“All around us today, depending on how you count, there are between 60 and 100 international, transnational, civil, and regional armed conflicts under way.  The world is at war.”  (Philip Gold, “An Anti-War Movement of One” Seattle Weekly, September 20, 2002)

We live in a seriously threatened world.  During the 50 plus years since the end of World War II, conflicts have killed over 25 million people and, according to EarthAction, 90% of those war casualties are civilians.  To further emphasize the gravity of these figures it must be pointed out that three out of 4 of these war fatalities are women and children; the ones least likely to cause or to carry out such devastating conflicts.  In fact, in the wars of the last decade, more children were killed than soldiers.  Some writers have suggested that, in the history of warfare, the twentieth century stands out as the bloodiest and most brutal – three times more people have been killed in wars in the last ninety years than in all the previous five hundred.  

A world thus threatened needs alternatives; alternatives that will rekindle the flame of hope, dispel our fears and our distrusts, and infuse our world with a renewed since of peoplehood and communityhood.  Surely our various religious faiths, which cherish so many common values, are imbued with the spiritual wisdom and strength needed to bring out these alternatives.  

If we learn but one important lesson from the numerous wars of the past century and the unspeakable violence of the present, let it be this: We can not douse the flames in a burning house by pouring petrol on them.  We can not end the scourge of war by devoting large portions of our resources to preparing for and waging new wars.  We can not end terrorism by exacerbating those things that create the anger, pain and frustration fueling terrorism.  We can not build democratic societies by limiting the democratic space people need to express themselves and participate freely, by demanding that our way is right and all must follow it or be labeled as enemy, by acts that divide rather than by compassion that unites and heals, or by manipulating our religious faiths to justify selfish deeds and desires.

Instead, we must learn to listen sincerely and deeply to those whose voices cry out to us from the wilderness of hopelessness, fear, hunger, sickness and depravity because we can not possibly hope to transform our violent world into a peaceful one if we do not make a serious effort to understand how others think and feel.  When we truly learn to listen to others, especially those most marginalized, exploited, angry and frustrated, we can begin to know how to build new economic, political and social systems that respect justice, freedom and human rights.  Then we will also truly realize that terrorism, in all its different forms, can only continue to thrive and grow in a world where inequality is not taken seriously and genuine efforts not made to end such inequality.

The vision we must hold in our spirits is this: Militarization and preemptive wars will give way to united efforts to end economic slavery, heal the sick, free the imprisoned and bring all people into harmonious relationships.  Resources used to produce weapons of mass destruction will be used to build weapons that destroy poverty, disease, hunger, inequality, and illiteracy.  Technology used to develop systems to deliver missiles and “smart bombs” to any part of the world at a moment’s notice, changed into systems that can deliver necessary food, medical and other resource assistance at a moment’s notice to any part of the world facing a crisis.  Swords will be beaten into ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks.  Mouths that speak out propaganda and falsehoods meant to divide and conquer will turn into ears that listen and spirits that empathize.

(Taken from Seeking the Roots of Conflict by max ediger)       

2.  ADOPT A POLITICAL PRISONER IN IRAQ
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) invites concerned groups to join a concerted effort to win justice for thousands of Iraqi detainees and their families.  

No one knows just how many Iraqis have been detained by the U.S. military. The U.S.-led Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) asserts between 11,000 and 13,000 but they acknowledge that their records are incomplete. The Baghdad-based Organization for Human Rights (OHR) estimates at least 18,000.

Since July, 2003, CPT has worked to ensure justice for Iraqi detainees. Team members compiled a 16-page report in December based on 72 cases of Iraqi citizens detained and imprisoned by U.S. forces between May and December of 2003. The report identifies numerous violations of human rights guaranteed to detainees and their families under the Geneva Conventions and related international law, including:

* house raids using excessive force against unarmed civilians; 
* theft and destruction of personal property, such as jewelry and money; 
* mistreatment including torture during interrogation and in prison camps; 
* inadequate living conditions for prisoners, including shelter and sanitation;
* denial of access to legal representation or due process. 

Learn more about this project and how you might get involved by adopting a prisoner at http://www.cpt.org/adopt/adopt_a_detainee.php
3.  INTERESTING WEBSITES
Learn about peace museums at http://www.ppu.org.uk/peacematters/pm2000/pm1999x2.html
A brief listing of land disputes around the world can be found here http://www.didyouknow.cd/story/disputes.htm
This year marks the 15th anniversary of the June 4 massacre, an event which brings back painful memories of the martial law troops of the People's Republic of China brutally killing hundreds, if not thousands, of Chinese people, students, workers and other ordinary citizens in the country's capital. Yet there has still been no official accounting for the civilians killed and wounded and no attempt to investigate what really occurred on that violent night in Beijing.  At this year’s vigil to remember those who died 15 years ago, almost 82,000 people gathered in Hong Kong’s Victory Park.  Read a reflection by Rose Wu on this significant event at   http://www.hkci.org.hk/index_e.htm
4.  THAILAND
Violence has escalated in some of Thailand’s southern provinces.  Read a petition at http://www.petitiononline.com/PP2804/ calling for the Thai government to take positive steps to rebuild harmony and trust in order to end the conflict.

5.  WOMEN ON THE FRONTLINES
http://www.peacexpeace.org/documentary/synopsis.htm  The state of the world makes us wonder if we will ever have peace on a global scale. Terrorists, extremists, dictators, and leaders with narrow interests have led the human race into wars and violence for centuries in the name of “justice,” “religion,” and “revenge.” In the past, the war casualties were, more often than not, the soldiers, but in modern warfare, this is no longer true. Today, ninety percent of all war casualties are civilians, the majority of whom are women and children. Yet, in the midst of this on-going horror, there is a light that is growing stronger. Women around the world are joining together, standing up for peace, advocating restorative justice, healing their communities, and educating future generations that war is not the answer. PEACE BY PEACE: Women on the Frontlines celebrates these women in a breakthrough documentary of their unheralded work. 

Focusing on two women in each country, this feature-length documentary takes viewers into the lives of women who are engaged in often ignored aspects of peace building. Verite portraits provide intimate, engaging accounts that range from former underground teachers educating women and girls in Afghanistan, to female leaders of the unemployed workers promoting participatory democracy in Argentina, to community builders providing micro-credit loans to women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, to Hutu and Tutsi women working together to operate a peace radio station in Burundi, to women who lost family members on 9/11, now leading the search for peace in the United States. 

The portraits are woven with historical footage of the wars and violence that devastated their cultures, and show the passion and skill of these incredible “everyday” women as they challenge traditional paradigms of a woman’s role in building peace. 

Although these women’s struggles may differ, the ways in which they organize are the same; and the questions raised by their aptitude to organize are universal. What makes women embrace peace, not violence, in the face of shattering personal crises? How can women be empowered to affect a shift towards peace on a global scale? Why are women, linked together in groups with their peers, so effective? 

Interviews with international female experts on diverse aspects of peace building provide context about how women build peace and why they must be included in the formal peace negotiations. The experts include Noeleen Heyzer, Executive Director of UNIFEM; Isabel Allende, Chilean-American humanitarian and writer; Azizah al-Hibri, Founder-Director, Karamah (Muslim Women Lawyers for Human Rights); Susan Collin Marks, Executive VP of Search for Common Ground; and Jean Shinoda Bolen, psychologist and expert on the ways women organize.

This emotionally-charged feature provides an exclusive view of the world through the eyes of ten strong, determined, and compassionate women, who are transforming both their communities and themselves into a new culture of peace. 

6.  PEACE STORIES
Mindanao, Philippines

While the conflict in Mindanao is often presented as a conflict between Christians and Muslims, the truth is that there are many stories about how Christians and Muslims have tried to live like brothers and sisters without conflict.  For example, during the “All Out War” in 2000, a group of Muslim women kept four Christian women evacuees in their homes for safety because “they are our friends.”

In the same way, during the “All Out War”, Muslim residents of affected communities left some of their valued belongings in the care of Christian friends in adjacent barangays (communities) that were not affected by the war.  When the situation became more secure and they could return home, they would retrieve their possessions from the Christian families.

During the Buliok War in February of 2003, the Catholic parish gym became home to hundreds of Muslim evacuees.  The parish cared for them for four months.  When it was safe for them to return to their own homes, they were teary eyed as they bid Father Bert Layson and the parish volunteers goodbye.

Last February 19, 2004, a seven-year-old Christian girl named Rachel Ann L. Gujit was kidnapped as she was riding a pedicab on the way to the Notre Dame of Asturias school in Jolo.  Mr. Salip Isaton Abubakar, the forty-year-old Muslim pedicab driver, held on to the little girl in an attempt to protect her.  One of the kidnappers shot him in the head and he died on the spot.  The girl was taken away, but was rescued on March 9 unharmed.  Mr. Salip, a Muslim, gave his life to protect a Christian child and left behind a wife and 10 children.

(Submitted by Bobby Bentio)
7.  QUOTES
“A real danger is that independent critical thinking is replaced by group think, which is likely to result in irrational and dehumanising actions against the out group.”
The description of group think includes:

“Team members share an illusion of invulnerability; this leads to over optimism and a willingness to take extraordinary risks.”
“Team members believe unquestioningly in the inherent morality of their own group; it inclines them to stop short of considering the ethical or moral consequence of their decisions.”
“Team members apply direct pressure to any member who expresses doubts about any of the group's shared illusions or who questions the validity of the arguments supporting a course of action favoured by the group.”
“Team members keep silent about their misgivings and are self-censoring.”
“Team members share an illusion of unanimity; silence is interpreted as concordance.”
(Elizabeth Chell of the University of Manchester)
...instead of thinking about having an education program to change society by working with all of its segments, especially with the people in power, so that change would come from the top, I made a decision to work with people from the bottom, who could change society from the bottom.  That is the basis on which I decided to concentrate on working people, many of whom were exploited doubly, by class and by race.

It made no sense, however, to work with poor people who had given up hope.  Only people with hope will struggle.  The people who are hopeless are grist for the fascist mill.  Because they have no hope, they have nothing to build on.  If people are in trouble, if people are suffering and exploited and want to get our from under the heel of oppression, if they have hope that it can be done, if they can see a path that leads to a solution, a path that makes sense to them and is consistent with their beliefs and their experiences, then they’ll move.  But it must be a path that they’ve started clearing.  They’ve got to know the direction in which they are going and have a general idea of the kind of society they’d like to have.  If they don’t have hope, they don’t even look for a path.  They look for somebody else to do it for them.  (From The Long Haul, an Autobiography, by Myles Horton)
Torturers are not "a few bad apples" who just need to be thrown away or have the rotten piece cut off. They are human beings who have been converted into instruments of the system of economic exploitation and oppression. None of them came to be this way on their own. Condemning a few of them to jail might be "fair," but it is not going to stop the nightmare. For example, it's known that there are similarities between the treatment of Iraqis in Abu Ghraib and Israeli methods used against Palestinian detainees. There is a master. And there are methods. These are not isolated events. (Colombia Journal: 'I too was tortured', by Hector Mondragon.) 
"Mosques are sacred, just like churches.  And it is forbidden by all the great religions to violate the sacred places – synagogues, churches, mosques – where God is watching.  Here in Iraq, you can see Muslim families living next to Christian families.  We Muslims learn in our mosques many things about our Christian brothers.  We learn that God is our God and their God as well, at the same time."

"But there are always unjust governments that try to change the intention of the people from peace and toward hatred of the religion of Islam, when they use the cross as a pretext to fight Islamic countries.  Jesus said that when someone hits you on one cheek, to turn the other.  But unfortunately, these governments which pretend to belong to Jesus actually are beating the Islamic countries on both cheeks at the same time."

"So it is your duty, as Christian people looking for peace (and Peace is one of God's names), to tell your governments not to do bad things to the peace that is loved by the peoples."  (Shared with members of the Christian Peacemaker Teams working in Iraq by Sheikh Moayed, the spiritual leader of the Abu Hanifeh Shrine, the primary Sunni mosque in Baghdad)
