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1.  INTRODUCTION
In an article entitled Thoughts on Peacemaking, The Necessity of Non-Violence, Robert Franklin explains the importance of the people’s stories. 

Those that choose to respond to violence with peace, with justice, mercy, kindness, and listening, are the brokers of healing in a world ridden with violence. When somebody has lost everything - family, home, land, worldly possessions, faith, and identity, the only thing left is a story that nobody can take away. What they had to give is their stories. And the telling of these stories is a healing experience for them. The act of telling the story is an act of peacemaking. 

Peacemakers are the recipients and the tellers of these stories. Yet to receive a story is not the end. There is a call to act on the story. 

It is painfully clear that peace does not immediately come from these stories. But they give us a starting point. Once we come to grips with the stories, we have a road map of sorts to follow. We know where the injury is and where the healing begins. 

2.  MARGINALIZED AND HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 

Guatemala is known by most of the world for the soaring pyramids of the ancient Maya and the colorful weavings of their contemporary descendants. Folkloric images of the Maya Indians have been used to help attract tourism to a nation that was until eight years ago ravaged by a three-decade civil war. But within Guatemala, the Maya are often treated with no such respect. Read more at http://www.truthout.org/docs_04/082404W.shtml.

On 16th August 2004, the next day of Independence Day, nearly 250 Dalits were attacked by caste Hindus numbering about 800. More than 150 people including 35-40 women were injured in this gruesome attack. The police and local administration is taking a lethargic attitude towards the culprits. This is a case of caste violence and quite serious one by all means. For more information and suggestions for supportive action contact Dalit Study Circle, MD-45, Veer Savarkar Nagar, Hirapur Colony, Tatibandh, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India, or dalitstudycircle@yahoo.com.

The Israeli Hafrada wall being built to separate Israel and Palestine has been condemned by many countries and organizations, yet its construction continues. Read more about this wall and the affect it is having on the Palestinian people here  

The disaster facing cotton growers in Africa is a good example of how unfair trade is destroying the future for farmers.  Read more at http://www.oxfamamerica.org/advocacy/art5577.html 

There are 19 million working children in Pakistan, 7 million below the age of 10 and 12 million between 10-14. Everyday the sun sets by shoving over 100 children into the labour market. The number workers under 15 years is estimated at not less than 8 million. Punjab accounts for 60 percent of the total child labour. More than two-thirds of child labourers work in the agriculture sector. Of 20 million bonded labourers, 7.5 million are children. Nearly 250,000 children working in brick kilns are bonded labourers. Some 6.7 percent of female child labourers work as domestic servants in cities. Little Angels and Child Labour by Asif J. Mir The Nation Wednesday July 7, 2004 

3.  MARGINALIZED IN ACTION 
After torching government buildings and parading naked to protest the suspected custodial rape and killing of a woman by federal soldiers, women in Manipur vow to intensify their fight against frequent atrocities in the restive northeast Indian state. Read more at http://www.commondreams.org/headlines04/0719-03.htm 

Millions of women work day in day out to promote peace. They care for survivors, help with reconstruction and initiate a new culture of peace. To represent these millions, it is our aim that in the year 2005 a thousand women shall collectively receive the Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts in pursuit of peace. This political prize will show that the work they do is valuable and exemplary.  Learn more and find ways to get involved at http://www.1000peacewomen.org/eng/html/
4.  SUFI ISLAM 
Sufi Islam is Islam of love and peace. The basic doctrine of Sufis is sulh-i-kul i.e. total peace and peace with all and Sufi God is not one to be feared but to be loved. God is seen by Sufis as ma’shuq i.e. beloved. A Sufi is absorbed in the love of God. Rabi’ah Basri once reported to have said that "I am so absorbed in love of God that I have no time to hate Satan. And where there is no hatred there is no conflict". Read more at http://www.csss-isla.com/IIS/archive/2004/august.htm. 

5.  AWARD 
We are happy to inform you that Swami Agnivesh, Chairperson of Bandhua Mukti Morcha (Bonded Labour Liberation Front) of India has been awarded the “Rajiv Gandhi National Sadbhavana Award” - 2004. This Award, given on the birthday of Late Prime Minister Shri Rajiv Gandhi on August 20 every year, has been instituted to commemorate the lasting contribution made by him to promote peace, communal harmony and fight against violence. Former recipients of the Award include Mother Teresa, Ustad Bismillah Khan, Late Shri Mohd. Yunus, Late Smt. Subhadra Joshi, Late Shri Hiteshwar Saikia, Ms. Lata Mangeshkar, Shri Sunil Dutt, Shri Jagan Nath Kaul, Shir Dilip Kumar, Dr. (Smt.) Kapila Vatsayayan, Ms. Teesta Setalvad, Shri Harsh Mander and Shri S.N. Subbarao. 

6.  MILITARY MADDNESS 
The US Army is the biggest games developer at work today. It is channeling about $US1.1 billion ($1.5 billion) a year of US taxpayers’ money to a war chest for software development and has spent $US50 million setting up its very own LA-based dream factory, the Institute of Creative Technologies, the Hollywood linked high-tech research centre behind a game called Full Spectrum Warrior (FSW). FSW is a “tactical decision-making trainer” designed to instruct you in urban warfare methods. Your squad spearheads a NATO-led, humanitarian intervention to liberate the fictitious central Asian nation of Zekistan. The mission is to slaughter evil-doers, with something about “liberty’ and overthrowing former Mujahideen leader-turned despot Mohammad Jabbour Al-Afad going on in the background. The game, and other similar games are being used to encourage young people to enlist in the military. Details of the games can be seen at http://www.fullspectrumwarrior.com/, http://www.americasarmy.com/intel/fullstory.php?i=1019
http://www.kumawar.com/
Nuclear warheads still abound. They can be found in:
United States 10,455 warheads 
Russia 8,400 warheads 
China 400 warheads 
France 350 warheads 
Israel 250 warheads 
United Kingdom 200 warheads 
India 65 warheads 
Pakistan 40 warheads 
North Korea 8 warheads 
TOTAL 20,168 warheads 
(Where Are the World's Nuclear Weapons? by Tamim Ansary) 

The amount of money needed to meet all sanitation and food needs in the world for one year is equal to about 11 days of US military spending or 5 days of global military spending 

The amount of money needed to solve poverty in the world for one year is equal to about 34 days of US military spending or 17 days of global military spending. 

The amount of money needed to solve global education needs for one year is equal to about 6 of US military spending or 3 days of global military spending. 

(Note: The US Congress has just approved a 2005 military budget of US$417.5 billion, or about US$1.15 billion per day.) 
7.  BOOKS 
A book by Yoginder Sikand called Islam, Caste and Dalit-Muslim Relations in India has just been published by Global Media Publications, New Delhi. It is priced at Rs. 175 (India)/$12 (abroad) [paperback]// Rs. 300 (India)/$20 (abroad) [hardcover]. Orders can be placed by writing to mail@gmpublications.com 

Globalisation & Fascism -- The Dalit Encounter has been published by the Dalit Study Circle. This book can be ordered from Dalit Study Circle, c/o Goldy M. George, Karbala Para, Behind State Bank of Indore, G.E. Road, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, India, or send an email to dalitstudycircle@rediffmail.com for more information. 

8.  QUOTES 
 "As the only Anglican bishop to have publicly endorsed the Australian government's case for war, I now concede that Iraq did not possess weapons of mass destruction.... There is no alternative to concluding that the March 2003 invasion was neither just nor necessary.... I continue to seek God's forgiveness for my complicity in creating a world in which this sort of action was ever considered by anyone to be necessary." Dr. Tom Frame, Anglican Bishop to the Australian Defence Force. Source: The Age 
"There are veterans of all conflicts, who fall in love with the terrible sweet beauty of war. Men who polish their armor long after the parades have faded. Their glory is not in duty, honor, and country; but in the carnival mirrors of their own warped reflections. These are veterans who march with swagger and blaring brass, like small boys struggling to be seen and heard. There are veterans who have paid passage through the heart of darkness; who dedicate their lives to eliminating the horrors that hide behind their eyes at night, when they dream. These veterans testify to the unreal and repulsive acts of war that forever wound the soul. And there are veterans who let it go and never look back again. Not that they forget, they simply choose not to dwell in those memories. They seek peace of mind and hope." Vietnam veteran John Cory 

“All a round us today, depending on how you count, there are between 60 and 100 international, transnational, civil, and regional armed conflicts under way. The world is at war.” Philip Gold, “An Anti-War Movement of One” Seattle Weekly, September 20, 2002 
According to the World Bank, the average country reaching the end of a civil war faces a nearly 50/50 risk of returning to conflict within five years, depending largely on whether the root causes of violent conflict have been addressed. (Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict) 
Conflicts, natural disasters and unchecked development have left about 50 million people homeless in their own countries. The UN knows of about 14 million refugees worldwide who have fled their homes for safer foreign lands. But there is no global registration system for people displaced within their own countries. 25 million have been forced from their homes by conflicts, with another 25 million driven away by natural disasters and development. (UN Report) 

"If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has his foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality." Desmond Tutu 
"God bless the grass that grows up through the cracks. 
They roll the cement over it to try to keep it back." 
These are the opening lines of a song people in Christian Peacemaker Teams sing. The song points out how grass grows in the cracks of sidewalks and roads, an example of how life is persistent over things that can suppress.
