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1.  INTRODUCTION
What is needed is nothing less than the creation of a new society which sets up the person in the community as the primary value, one in which the good of all will consist in the full flowering of each person, and the good of each person in the well being of all.  It will have to be a society in which, co-operation will replace competition, love will replace aggression, quality will have primacy over quantity, and the aesthetic will subsume the useful.  In that society freedom will be realized not in spite of, but through one’s fellow beings, justice will determine not merely interactions within a given system but the system itself, commodities will take on the quality of gifts, the products of labour will have value only in the measure in which they are sacraments of human togetherness, and the materialism of consumption will give way to the humanism of communion”… S. Kappen, as quoted in “Cultural Pasts and National Identity”, published by Visthar, Dodda Gubbi Post, Bangalore 562 149, India.
2.  JUSTPEACE WORKSHOP 

From August 1 to 7, seventeen people met at Nation Builders in Kandy, Sri Lanka for the 4th Justpeace workshop.  The participants came from Viet Nam, (1) Burma (1), Cambodia (2), India (2), Korea (1) and Sri Lanka (10).  After listening to case studies from each of the countries present, and discussing the realities of violence in the world today, 13 recommendations were put forward for further action.

1.  Justpeace workshops should be organized at the local grassroots level in each country.  From these workshops, local Justpeace activities could be initiated.  Some participants from these local activities could then be brought together at the national and regional levels for broader sharing and strategizing.

2.  An effort needs to be made to create a set of activities that can introduce the Justpeace concept into the educational system from kindergarten through high school.  This would not be a curriculum, but rather creative activities that teachers could integrate into their normal class sessions.  This would help build up a new generation of Justpeace cadre for the future.

 3.  Stories of wisdom and courage of marginalized people need to be collected and published in order to breakdown the stereotype of marginalized people as simply victims and identify them as active and major actors in the transformation process.

4.  Community Organizing (CO) training needs to be explored as a means of building and strengthening a regional Justpeace movement.  CJPA has already developed a CO training manual based on organizing experiences in Thailand and Burma and copies of this manual were distributed so they can be evaluated for possible future use.

5.  Publications that discuss alternative definitions of security, justice, peace etc. need to be researched and printed to encourage a regional dialogue on these important issues.

6.  A website and e-newsletter should be developed to help in the exchange of regional information.  (This has already been done, but needs to be improved.)

7.  All participants of the workshop should help provide leadership for the future activities of CJPA.  As a working committee, they should also help in the preparation for future workshops to make them more inclusive.

8.  Future workshops should be in places which provide for a real living experience with the marginalized.  For example, the next workshop could be held in a Dalit village in India.

9.  National and regional exchange programs should be organized to help foster a deeper understanding of common regional issues and to develop more effective national and regional actions for Justpeace.  These exchanges should involve the marginalized people themselves.

10.  Gender concerns must always be given serious consideration as CJPA plans activities and strategies in the future.

11.  All CJPA fellowship members should help in finding funds to carry out the work.  For future workshops, participants should be encouraged to at least provide part of the own transportation when possible.  However, the inability to find sufficient money to pay for this transportation should not limit the participation of marginalized people.

12.  Members of marginalized communities must be brought into active participation in all aspects of the CJPA work.

13.  An effort must be made to provide for an intern to assist in the coordination of future CJPA programs.

More information on this workshop can be found on the CJPA webpage at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/.

3.  WEBSITES 
Center for Justpeace in Asia Website
The CJPA website has recently been updated and contains some information from the last CJPA workshop held in Sri Lanka during the first week of August.  A blogger page has also been added which contains a variety of news articles written by CJPA friends.  This is a good place to find out what some of the crucial issues are in Asia and how people are addressing them.  Visit the website at http://daga.dhs.org/justpeace/.

Interfaith Cooperation Program Website
The Interfaith Cooperation Program (ICP) has recently opened a website which contains information about their various consultation along with reflective articles written on issues related to interfaith conflicts and creative ways to approach these conflicts.  Visit the website at  http://daga.dhs.org/icp/.

4.  HUMAN RIGHTS FELLOWSHIP 
The Oak Institute for the Study of International Human Rights annually hosts an Human Rights Fellow to teach and conduct research while at residence in the College and organizes lectures and other events centered around the fellow's area of expertise. The purpose of the fellowship is to offer an opportunity for prominent practitioners in international human rights to take a sabbatical leave from their work and spend a period of up to a semester as a scholar-in-residence at the College. This provides the Fellow time for reflection, research, and writing. While all human rights practitioners are eligible, we especially encourage applications from those who are currently or were recently involved in "on-the-ground" work at some level of personal risk. The Oak Fellow's responsibilities include regular meetings with students either through formal classes or informal discussion groups and assistance in shaping a lecture series or symposium associated with the particular aspect of human rights of interest to the fellow. The fellow also is expected to participate in the intellectual life of the campus and enable our students to work or study with a professional in the human rights field. The Fellow will receive a stipend and College fringe benefits, plus round-trip transportation from the fellow's home site, housing for a family, use of a car, and meals on campus. The Fellow will also receive research support, including office space, secretarial support, computer and library facilities, and a student assistant. The Fellowship is awarded for the fall semester (Sept.-Dec.) each year. Following the period of the award, the fellow is expected to return to her or his human rights work.

For the fall of 2005, the Oak Institute seeks a human rights practitioner working on health-related human rights issues. Possible areas of expertise may include, but are not limited to: HIV-AIDS, the rehabilitation of torture victims, the treatment of refugees or the victims of landmines, forensic anthropology, combating unsafe health and sanitary conditions, women's health issues, and infant malnutrition and mortality. The successful candidate should have some background in the health sciences or related fields.  For more information, see their website at http://www.colby.edu/oak.

5.  POEM 
LOVE IN DIVERSITY
Diversity is not something to be afraid of
Diversity is something to celebrate

We are not ONE
We are different
We are different in structure and nature
We all are unique
None of us are alike
Let us grow higher and higher
Till we say “I love you” (to one another)
Though you differ from me!

Anil Baby, India
